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ESSAY 


On the ART of 


CRITICISM, &c, 


O W litde do we know 
what we Hull do next ! 
We are pulh’d on to 4- 
ftioia^ by our Wills, ex- 
cited by the determination of our 
Underftandings upon a view of the 
prefent Sett of Ideas ; but Theie 
^hanging perpetually, from the 
Impre/Iion made upon our Senfes 
‘ B. by 
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by external Objedfs; from the 
Nature of our Bodies confiding 
of Fluids and Solids, fubjed: to con- 
tinual Alterations, and influencing 
our Minds ; from the Infpirations, 
or Suggeftions of higher Agents, 
or from whatever other Caufes, 
Neceflary, or Contingent, a new 
Determination, a new Will, ano- 
ther Adion takes place. Behold 
the fecret Reports which put us 
all in motion, from the greateft 
Captain, or States-man, down to 
the mod inconsiderable Trifler ; 
and in the mod Minute, as well 
as in the mod Important ; in our 
Mental, as well as Corporeal, Vo- 
luntary Adrions, tho’ oftentimes 
they operate with the utmod Rapi- 
dity tnat even Thought it fclf 
is capable of. When I publifh’d 
my former Treatife I thought I 
had done enough this way, and 
might dedicate my remaining 

Hours 
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Hours of neceflary V acation from 
the Bufinefs of my Profe/Iion, (in 
which I believe few of my Co- 
temporaries, or Prcdecdfors ever 
employ’d more) to fome Ids 
Studious and more Adive Amufe- 
ment than Writing ; But a new 
Sett of Involuntary Ideas has pro- 
duced another Determination, 
which has excited another Will, 
and I am once more an Author. 

I have been often ask’d how 
we know the Hands of the feve- 
ral Mafters, and diflinguifh Co- 
pies from Originals ; ancl was per- 
fwaded, a fatisfadory Anfwer to 
tliefe Queftions would be very 
acceptable to mofl Gentlemen, 
as well as to thofe particular En- 
quirers j To gratify the Publick 
therefore, together with fuch of 
my own Friends, I was determin’d 
to takeThis way ofanfwering them 
all at once, and that more Fully, 
B 1 and 
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and Accurately than could poflibly 
have been done Off-hand, and in 
the time I could have bellow’d 
in making Particular Anfwers ; 
This moreover, together with what 
elfe I ihall add in this Difcourfe, 
I faw would Compleat what I had 
to offer on the Subje<5l I had al- 
ready given the World fome of 
my Thoughts upon. 

I might Bave excufed my felf, 
upon account of that Bufinefs 
in the way of my Profeffion, in 
which I am conflantly engaged ; 
and ’tis a Plea which, I believe 
every one that knows me will 
be ready to make for me; but 
there are fome Hours, efpecially 
in the Winter-Seafon, not fit for 
Painting ; nor can a Man always 
have his Pencil in his Hand in 
the long Days of Summer. Thefe 
Portions of Time well husbanded 
by Temperance, and Prudence, 

amount 


Digitized by Google 



( * ) 

amount to what is very confo 
derable in the Courfe of one’s Life, 
and fufficient to difpateh more 
than will be eafily imagin’d by 
one that never try’d, as being of 
an inactive Temper, and loving 
Procraftination ; or that lavifhes 
away his Time in Impertinent, 
or Criminal Amufements. 

And as I could not honeftly 
make any of This fort, I will not 
trouble my Readers with Excu- 
fes for my Inability of the Other 
kind : I allure them I am not 
Infenfible of it My felf, but care 
not how little They Obferve it. 
Such as they are I have given 
them my Thoughts, and as Well 
as I could ; May every one 
make the Be# Ufe of the Effects 
of my Studies in this way* and 
Thole have not been wanting ; 
for as from my Infancy I have ne- 
ver had a tafte for die moft part* 

of 


Digitized by Google 



( 6 ) 

of what is generally call’d Plea* 
fure, and Diverfion, whether from 
Conflitution, or upon aPhilofo- 
phical, Prudential, or Religious 
Confideration, but on the con- 
trary always loved Retirement, 
and Bufmefs , and above all 
other Studies, and Employments 
that of Painting ; and being Com- 
petently, not to fay Abundantly, 
furnifhed with Materials for my 
Purpofe, (would to God however 
I had feen, or could yet fee Italy !) 
I fay Thus qualified I have for 
fome Years pail apply’d my fcl£ 
all my Powers of Body and Mind, 
to this One thing : And (being 
permitted fo to do in This Cafe*) 
nave Thought freely. 

I am well aware, that after all, 

I may perad venture be Sometimes 
miflaken ; let thofe that think I 
am fo in any inflance confider the 
Matter as I nave done, before they 

pro- 
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pronounce too pofitively, for nei- 
ther are They infallible : Readers 
are too apt at firft fight to condemn 
as Error, what an Author may 
have found after a laborious, and 
tedious Enquiry to be Truth. 
But however others may judge, , 
or whether I am in the right, or 
miftaken ; I {land equally acquit- 
ted in my own Mind, having ta- 
ken the right Way to arrive at 
Truth. And as my Sentiments in 
thefe Matters be they what they 
will, have not been taken upon 
Truft, and Implicitly, and with- 
out entring my felf into the Rea- 
fon of the tiling ; what is Error 
is my own, the Reft derives its 
Original from the Fountain of 
Light, and in That Senfe, as every 
other Truth may be faid to be, is 
Divinely infpired. 

I ask the Reader’s Pardon, for 
detaining him fo long with what 
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chiefly concerns my felf, I will 
only take leave to plead one Piece 
of Merit, which I pretend to have 
with the Publick, and that is, that 
I have made a new Acquifition 
for the Common-Wealth of Let- 
ters ; I believe this is the only 
Book extant upon the Subject. 
Apelles wrote many Volumes 
upon Painting, perhaps among 
them fbmething might be faid on 
the knowledge of Hands, and how 
to diflinguilh Copies from Od r 
ginals, but Thefe have long ago 
had the Fate of all things not Im- 
mortal. Father Orlandi in his 
jibcedario Pittorico , printed at 
Bologna 1704, has given t» aCa- 
talogue of' about 1 50 Books ref- 
lating to Painting in feveral 
Languages, but none that I can 
find treats of this Science. M* 
de Piles (to whom we are obli- 
ged for foine curious, and ufcr 
5 ful 
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ful PiBjts he tias furnifh’d us with 
in (iis fevvrai Works) }s the only 
one I kpqw of that has (b much 
as Entred upon this Matter, ’tis 
bi^t Ten or Twelve Pages in his 
l* Vie 4es Ptintresy 
printed at Paris Anno Vji $• a 
fmall Ottawa ,If‘ I had receiv’d 
any Advantage from what he ha§ 
done on this Head cqnfiderable 

•»* <* V >4 It . V. -M l L _ * 

enough to require it, I mould nqf 
have fad’d to nave acknowledg’d it* 
qn this Occasion, And yet I be- 
lieve I have profited by it as mucli 
as any Alan has, or Can poflibly. 
hjpt but that M. 4$ Piks feems 
weil qualify ’d upon feveral Ac- 
counts -to have gjven us great 
Light iq tjiis matter if he had 
tjiought fa, buthe has not done it ? 
he has ,only ftrook out a flight 
Sjketch of fqme Common, and 
Qbyipus Thoughts, , and very 
liuje E^qre. Whej^er the Subject 

C is 
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is worthy of a more Elaborate 
Eflay the Reader will judge for 
Himfelf ■, ’Tis evident I thought 
it was, and I flatter my felf it will 
appear ’twas not without Reafon ; 
And as many Gentlemen pique 
themfelves of having fome ftiare 
of this kind of Knowledge, and 
Value themfelves upon it ; that 
is, as many as pretend to judge 
of what Hand a Pidlure is, or that 
’tis an Original, or not, one muft 
fuppofe that all thefe think as I do 
in this Particular. 

' In a Word, as this is the only 
Book extant on the Subjedt, in any 
Language that I know of, and the 
Lad that I am like to Write, I 
have endeavour’d to lay together* 
in as good a Method as I was a- 
ble all my Thoughts on thefe Mat- 
ters ; Wnich together with what I 
have done in my former Dilcourfe 
is All that I can recoiled! as Ma-r 
:i J terial 
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terial on the Theory of Painting i 
And thus to my Power I have ac- 
quitted My-felr to my Country, 
to the Att, and to the Lovers of 
it* 


Of the Goodnefs of a Piffure> 

&c. 

W Herefore calleft thou meGood^ 
there is none Good hut One * 
that is God ? Said the Son of God 
to the young Man who prefac’d a 
Noble Queftion with that Com- 
plement. This is that Goodnefs 
that is Perfect, Simple, and Pro^ 
perly fo call’d, ’tis what is Peculiar 
to the Deity, and fo to be found 
no where elfe. But there is ano- 
ther Improper, Imperfect, Com- 
parative Goodnefs, and no other 
than this is to be had in the y^Qtks 

C 2 Of 
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6f Men, and ( this admits 6f tetri- 
Ous Degrees. This DiMneLdn 

and apply ’dto all 
die Occurences of Life wotfld con- 
tribute very much to the Improve- 
ment of our Happinefs here ; it 
would teachusto injoy j the : <3ood 
before us, and not rejedt it npon ac- 
Cdutit J 6f the ’difagredilfte 'Com- 
panion which is -ihfeperable from 
it ; But the ufe I now would make 
of ft is ohly to fliow that a PiTHire, 
^Drawing, or Print ir^y be Go&d 
thb’ it has feveral Faults ; Tb fay 
othefwife is ’as abfurd as to deny a 
thing’ is wliat ’tif faid to be, becaufe 
it has properties^vhich areEffential 
to it. 

In one of the ‘Tatltfs there -is 
fine Reafoning to this purpofe ; 
“ The HeathenW orld had fo little 
u Notion that Perfecftiorfwas tdbe 
“ expected amongft Men , that 
“ among them any one Quality 

“ or 
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“ or Endowment in an Heroick 
“ Degree made a Cod. ‘Hercules 
“ had Strength, but it was never 
“ objected ! to him that he wanted 
“ "Wit. Apollo prefidcd over Wit, 
u and l k was never ask’d whether 
u J he had Strength. We hear no 
“ Exceptions agairift the Beauty 
“ of Minerva, or the Wifdom of 
u 'Verms. Thefe wile Heathens 
“ were glad ! to Immortalize any, 
“ one fervieeable Gift, and over- 
“ look all Imperfections in the 
u Perfon that had it. 

If in a Picture the Story be well 
chofen, and finely Told fat dealt) 
if notlmprov’d, if it fill tneMind 
with Noble, and InftruCtive Ideas, 
I Will not fCruple to fay *’tis an 
excellent Picture, ; tho’ the Drawing 
be as IricorreCt as-that of Correggio , 
Titian, or Rubens ; the Colouring 
as Disagreeable as : that of Poll- 
dore, Battift a Franco, or Michael 
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dAngelo. Nay, tho’ there is no 
other Good but that of the Co-; 
louring, and the Pencil, I will 
dare to pronounce it a Good 
Picture ; that is, that *tis Good in 
thofe Refpeds. Inthefirfllnftance 
here is a fine Story artfully com- 
municated to my Imagination, not 
by Speech, nor Writing, but in a 
manner preferable to cither of 
them ; In the other there is a Beau- 
tiful, and Delightful Objed, and 
a fine piece of Workmanfhip, to 
fay no more of it* 

There never was a Pidure in 
the World without fome Faults, 
And very rarely is there one to 
be found which is not notorioufly 
Defedive in fome of the Parts 
of Painting. In judging of it’s 
Goodnefs as a Connoijfeur, one 
fhouid pronounce it fuch in 
proportion to the Number of the 
Good Qualities it has, and 

their 
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their Degrees of Goodnefs. I 
will add, and as a Philofopher, 
one Ihould only confider the 
Excellency we fee, and enjoy That, 
as being, All belonging to it. No 
more regreting what it has not, 
or Thinking of it fo as to dimi- 
nilh our Pleafure in that it Has, 
than we do the want of Tafte 
in a Rofe, Speech in a Picture 
of V. Dyck , or Life in one of 

are two ways whereby a 
Gentleman may come to be Per- 
fwaded of the Goodnefs of a 


Rajfaelle 

There 


Picture, or Drawing ; He may 
neither have Leifure, or Inclina- 
tion to become a Connoijfeur Him- 
felf, and yet may delight in thefe 
things, and defire to nave them ; 
He has no way then but to take 
up his Opinions upon Truft, and 
Implicitly depend upon Another’s 
Tudement. Here his Own is deter- 
- ' < ' ~ min’d, 
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min’d, but upon Arguments in 
favour of the Honefty,and Under- 
Handing of the Man he Relies 
upon j not at all relating to the 
Intrinfick Worth of the thing in 
Queftion \ And this may be the 
Wifeft,and BeftCourfe he can take 
all things confider’d : Tho’ ’tis cer- 
tain when a Man judges for him- 
felf he may arrive at a higher 
Degree of Perfwafton that the 
Pidhire, or Drawing is Good ;be- 
caufe one Man may be as Good a 

J udge as Another if he applies 
imfelf to it ; So that here the 
Gentleman, and his Guide are 
upon an Equallity \ Either indeed 
may be Miftaken, but he that 
relies upon the Judgment of 
Another, has a Double Change 
againft him Over and above, for 
he may be miftaken in Jus Opi- 
nion of the Honeftv, or Undef- 
Handing of 'this Qwpt. ^ : 
.F/.-ticn This 1 
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This way of judging upon the 
Authority of Another I meddle 
not with : The fir ft Thing then 
to be done in Order to become a 
good Connoijfeur ones Self , is 
to avoid Prejudices , and falfe Rea - 
fining. 

We mud confider ourfelvcs as 
Rational Beings at large, no mat- 
ter of what Age, or of what 
Country, nor even of what Part 
of the Univerfe we are Inhabi- 
tants, no more than it would be 
to confider ourfelves as of fuch a 
City, or fuch a Parifh. Opinions 
taken up early, and from thofe 
we have Lov’d, and Honour’d, 
and which we fee to be Approved, 
and Applauded by fuch, be their 
Numbers never fo great mud 
have no Advantage with us upon 
Thefe accounts. Neither mud 
our own Padions, or Intered be 
allow’d to give the lead Byafs to 

D our 
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our Judgments when we are up- 
on a Ratjonai Enquiry, where aU 
thefe Things are entirely hetero- 
geneous. A Connoijfcw rn.pft com. 
lider the Ancients, foe hahaus y 
V. Dyck, Annibale £ajcacci x Qitt- 
lio Romano, Michael Angelo , and 
even the Divine Rafaelie hinafelf 
as Fallible, and examine their 
Works with the fame, ipibyafsd 
Indiffcrency, as if lie had never 
heard of fuch Men. Nor mull 
any Thing be taken for granted v. 
We muft examine up to iirfl; Prin- 
ciples, and goon Step, by Step in 
all our Deductions , contenting 
ourfelyes with that Degree of 
Light we can Thus llrikc out, with-* 
out fancying any Degree of Affectt 
is due to any Proportion beyond 
what we can fee Evidence for (or 
what we conceive to be fu.ch, 
which is effectively fo. to us) as 
to, give any fuch Athene in Reality. 

is 
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is utterly impoftible : If the Na- 
ture Of the Thing admits of no 
Proof We are to give no Allent. 
And as Truth is uriifbfni, and 
evefmore confident With it&lf the 
Mind Thus finds itfelf in perfect 
Serenity ; whereas we mud be 

j 7 

eternally perplex’d, and uneafy 
if we mix Rcafon With Prejudice, 
Snd when we difcoVer a bright 
Beam of Truth by Rational Evi* 
deftce, endeavour to reconcile it 
with Propofitions taken up in 
another Manner, if thofe happen 
to be Erroneous ; and dill the 
more, if for the Sake of thofe 
nftexamin’d Notions we rejecft 
Whaft our Reafon is other Wife, con- 
vinc’d of ; for this is offering 
Violence to that Light which we 
receiv’d from Above, and where- 
in Out Refemblance with the Fa- 
ther of tight coii fids. 

D 2. ■ There 
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There are certain Arguments, 
which a Connotjfeur is utterly to 
reject, as not being fuch by which 
he is to form his Judgment, of 
what Ufe foever they may be to 
tliofe who are incapable of judg- 
ing otherwife, or who will not 
take the Pains to know better. 
Some of thefe have really no 
Weight at all in them, the Beft 
are very Precarious, and only ferve 
to perfwade us the Thing is good 
in general, not in what RcfpeCt 
it is fo. That a Pi&ure, or Draw- 
ing has been, or is much efteem’d 
by thofc who are believ’d to be 
good Judges ; Or is, or was Part 
of a famous Collection, cofl fo 
much, has a rich Frame, or the 
like. Whoever makes Ufe of fuch 
Arguments as thefe, befides that 
they are very fallacious, takes the 
Thing upon Truft, which a good 
Comoiffeur fhould never conde- 

feend 
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fcend to do. That ’tis Old, Ita- 
lian, Rough, Smooth, & c. Thefe 
are Circumflances hardly worth 
mentioning, and which belongs 
to Good, and Bad. A Pidlure, or 
Drawing may be too old to be 
good Dut in the Golden Age of 
Painting, which was that of Ra - 
faelle , about Two Hundred Years 
ago, there were wretched Pain- 
ters, as well as Before, and Since, 
and in Jtalj , as well as Elfewhere. 
Nor is a Pidture the Better, or 
the Worfe, for being Rough, or 
Smooth, limply confider’d. One 
of the commoneft, and moft de- 
luding Arguments, that is ufed 
on this Occafion is, that ’tis of 
the Hand of fuch a One. Tho’ 
this has no great Weight in it, 
even admitting it to be Really 
of that Hand, which very often 
’tis not: The bell Mailers have 

had their Beginnings, and Decays, 

and 
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and great Inequalities throughout 
their whole Lives, as fhall be more 
fully noted hereafter.That ’tis done 
by one who has had great Helps, 
and Opportunities of improving 
himfelf ; Or One that Says, he is 
a great Matter, is what People are 
very ready to be cheated by, and 
not one Jot the lefs, for having 
found that they have been io 
cheated again, and again before, 
nay, tho’ they juftly latgh at, and 
deipife the Man at the fame Time. 
To infer a Thing Is, becaufe it 
Ought to be, is unreafonable, be- 
caufe Experience fhou’d teach Us 
better but often we think there 
are Opportunities, and Advan- 
tages where there are none, Or 
not in the Degree we imagine ; 
and to take a Man’s own Word, 
where his Intereft, or Vanity fhou’d 
make us fufpedt him is fufficicntly 
unaccountable. Whoever builds 


upon 
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upon a Suppofition of the good 
Senfe, and integrity of Mankind 
hgs a very Sandy Foundation, and 
yet ’tis what we find many a Po- 
pular Argument refts upon, in 
Other Cafes, as well as in This. 
But, ( as I faid } whether Thefe 
kind of Arguments, above-men- 
tion’d have any tiling in them, 
or not, a Conmijfew has nothing 
to do with them * his Buftneis 
is to judge from the Intrinfie 
Qualities of the. thing itfelf i as 
when a Man receives a Propor- 
tion. in Divinity, (for Example) 
not becaufc ’twas believ’d by hk 
Anccftors, or eftabiilh’d a Thqur 
fand Years ago, or for whatever 
otto* ftich like Reafcns % but be- 
caufe he has examin’d,, and con- 
fider’d the Thing itfelf as if it 
were; juft now. offer’d to tire World* 
and abfolutely diveftedl of alii thole 
collateral Advantages. 

In 
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In making our Remarks upon a 
Pitture, or a Drawing, we are 
onlj to confider vjhat vx Find, 
zvithout anj Regard to what, per- 
haps, the Mafler Intended. Tis 
commonly faid of Commentators, 
that they difcover more Beauties 
than the Author ever thought of: 
Perhaps they do ; and what then ? 
Are they leis Beauties for that, or 
lefs worthy our Notice ? Or is 
there not Defers alfo that were 
never intended ? If One may not 
be brought to Account, neither 
let the Other : This is the Ad- 

vantage a Writer, or Painter, or 
any other Artift ought to have, 
his Lucky Inadvertencies fhould 
help to ballance againft his Un- 
lucky Ones. 

But after all, perhaps thefe 
Beauties were thought of, and in- 
tended by the Mafter, or Author ; 
and perhaps, a great many more 

than 
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than the Commentator ever 
dreamt of : And Perhaps alfo 

what are judg’d to be Defers 
are not fo. The Author, or Ar- 
tift of what fort foever (if he be a 
Good one efpeciallyj is in more 
danger of fufFering by the Over- 
fights, Ignorance, Malice, or other 
Evil Quality of his Commenta- 
tors than he is likely to Gain by 
their Penetration , Indulgence , 
Good Nature, or whatever other 
Good V Quality. Commentators 

are in a fine Scituation ! We, 
like the poor Mariners with in- 
finite Pains, and Hazards fetch 
in from all Parts things for Ufe, 
or Delight, They, like the Mer- 
chant at their Eafe receive all from 
our hands, and fay This is Well, 
or That 111, as their Fancy is. For 
God’s fake Let us have Juftice, if 
we are not allow’d Indulgence : 
Let there not be a Draw-back up- 

E on 
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on what is Well y and none oft . 
whatkAmifs: Either let Sufk 

pofes, and Peradventtires bn eqndW 
ly Admitted On- Both fides ; Of; 
(which is better) Let; them be its- 
tirely Excluded. , I. 

Po judge of the Goodnefs of, a 
Picture, "Drawing, or Print , 'tis 
neceffary to eftablijh to our Selves a 
Syflem of Rules to be apply d to 
that we intend to give a judgment 
of ; Thefe are no other than thole 
which he that is to give fuch Judg* 
mentwou’d have been directed by 
had he been to have Made, what 
now he is to Judge oh 
, And thefe Rules mu ft be our 
Own; whether as being the refult 
of our Own Study, and Obferva- 
tion, and Drawn up, and Com- 
pos’d by Us ; Or by feme Other, 
and Examin’d, and Approv’d by 
Us. 

; ... .v *• • Here 

1 r / % ) 
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Here in Order to make this 
Diicourie as com, pleat as I could 
I fihouLd have been obliged to 
have given Rica a Syftenn, But 
having done that at large m my 
Former Eifay That Affair is over, 
’■tis at the Reader’s Service, and 
he may life That, or any Other, 
or ‘One compos’d out of feveral, 
with Additions , and Improve- 
ments, or without as he thinks fit : 
However I wall .here make him an 
Offer of an Abftrad .of what I 
tahe be thofe by (which a 'Paint- 
er, or Cwnmjfeur may fafqly con- 
duct himfelf, referring to the Book 
it ifelfi for further Satisfaction. 

I. The Subjc<5t mufl ibe *finely 
Imagin’d , and if poilible 
Improv’d in ,the . Painters 
. Hands^ He mufl Think well 
/ as a .Hiftorian, Poet, Phi- 
dofopher , ,or Divine, and 
' ■: E z more- 
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moreover as a Painter in 
making a Wife Ufe of all the 
Advantages of his Art, and 
finding Expedients to (upply 
its Defeats. 

II. The Expreflion muft be Pro- 
per to the Subject, and the 
Characters of the Perfons ; 
It muft be ftrong, fo that 
the Dumb-lhew may be per- 
fectly Well, and Readily un- 
derftood. Every Part of the 
Picture muft contribute to 
This End ; Colours, Ani- 
mals, Draperies, and efpeci- 
ally the Actions of the Fi- 
gures, and above all the Airs 
of the Heads. 

III. There muft be One Prin- 
cipal Light, and This, and 
all the fubordinate ones with 
the Shaddows, and Repofes, 

muft 
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muft make One, Intire, Har- 
monious Mafs ; The feveral 
Parts muft be well Connec- 
ted, and Contrafted, To as 
that the Tout-enfemble muft 
be Grateful to the Eye ; as a 
good piece of Mufick is to 
the Ear. By this Means the 
Picture is not only more De- 
lightful, but better Seen, and 
Comprehended. 

IV. The Drawing muft be juft ; 
nothing muft be Flat, Lame, 
or 111- Proportion’d ; and thefe 
Proportions Ihou’d vary ac- 
cording to the Characters of 
the Perfons drawn. 

V. The Colouring 'whether 
Gay, or Solid, muft be Na- 
tural, Beautiful, and Clean, 
and what the Eye is delight- 

. ed with, in Shaddows as well 

as 
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as Lights, and Middle Tints. 

VL And Whether the Colours 
are laid on Thick, or Finely 
Wrought it muft appear to 
he done by a Lights and 
Accurate Hand. 

< _ * * ■ ■ 

Laftly, Nature muft be the 
JPoundation ,< That muft be 
feen at the Bottom > But 
Nature muft be Rais’d ; and 
Improv’d , not only from 
j what is Commonly feen, to 
what is but Rarely, but eyen 
yet higher, from a Judicious, 
and -Beautiful Idea in the 
Painters Mind, fo that Grace 
and Greatnefs may fliine 
•throughout j Mofe,- or Lefs 
however as the Subjedt may 
happen to be. And herein con- 
lifts the Principal Excellency 
of a Pidure, oi Drawing. 
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Thefe few plain Rules f being 
throughly Comprehended, and 
, Remembred, which may be done 
with a tolerable Meafure of Good 
Senfe, a little Trouble in Read- 
ing, and a good deal of Obfer-* 
vation on Nature, and Pidlures, 
and Drawings of Good Mailers I 
will venture to fay are fufficicnt 
to qualihe a Gentleman to be a 
good Judge in thefe Matters as 
being derived from, and evidently 
founded uponReafon; and tho’ not 
dellitute of Abundant Authority, 
yet neither Borrowed from Thence, 
or at all trufting to That for their 
Support. 

And let me be permitted to fay 
it Without Yanity, (tho’ if it were 
With it ’tis^no Importance to the 
Reader) I advance nothing upon 
the foot of Authority. Whatever 
Authorities there are for any Pro- 
polition Their Value Conlifts in 
their being derived from Reafon, 

and 
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and they weigh with Me in pro- 
portion as I fee they do fo ; They 
then become My Own, and I have 
no occafion to produce the Au- 
thor but the Reafon : Or (if that 
be obvious) leave it to be ob- 
ferved by tne Reader. 

And the matter would termi- 
nate Here tho’ we had a Book of 
Rules for Painting faid to be writ- 
ten by Apelles himfelf, and it were 
allowed that what Apelles laid 
w mm Infallibly true ; For then, 
inftead of faying Are thefe Rules 
Good, Are they founded upon 
Reafon; the Queftion would on- 
ly be, Are they really of Him *. 
Their Authority Then will reft, 
not upon the Credit of Apelles, 
but upon the Teftimony ofThofe 
that fay they are His. Which I 
(hall not want if I find the Rules 
to be Good, and if I do not ’twill 
be Inefficient : And all This with- 
out 
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out the lead prejudice to the 
profound Refped I have for Apel- 
les, nay ’tis a Necettary Conle- 
quence of it. 

T o judge of the Degrees of Good - 
nefs of a Picture or Drawing ’ tis 
necejfary that the Connoilfcur jhould 
be throughly acquainted, & perpetu- 
ally com) erf ant with the Beft. For 
how perfectly foever he may be 
Matter of the Rules of the Art he 
will know that Thole are like what 
Divines call Precepts of Perfection ; 
that is they are given as what 
we fliould Endeavour to go by 
as far as we are Able. The Beft 
things We Know will be the Stan- 
dard by which we (hall Judge of 
Thofe, and all the reft. Carlo Ma- 
ratti, and Giufeppe Chiari will be 
a Rafaelle , and Giulio Btimano to 
him who has never feen better ; 
and Then an Inferiour Matter will 
make a good Carlo . I have been 

F fur- 
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furpriz’d to obfcrve what Pleafiire 
Some Connoijfeurs have taken in 
what Another look’d upon with 
Little, if not with Contempt, ’till 
I have confider’d One was not fo 
well acquainted with the Works of 
the Bell Matters as the Other, and 
that accounts for it fufficiently. 

All the different Degrees of 
Goodnefs in Painting may be re- 
duc’d to thefe three General Claf- 
fes. The Mediocre, or Indiffe- 
rently Good, The Excellent, and 
the Sublime. The fir ft is of a 
large Extent ; the fecond much 
Narrower ; and the Laft ftill more 
fo. I believe moft people have 
a pretty Clear, and Juft Idea of 
the two former ; the other is not 
fo well underftood ; which there- 
fore I will define according to the 
Senfe I have of it ; And I take it 
to confift of fome few of the High- 
cft Degrees of Excellence in thofe 

Kinds 
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Kinds, and Parrs of Painting which 
are Excellent ; The Sublime there- 
fore muft be Marvellous, and Sur- 
prizing, It muft ftrike vehemently 
upon the Mind, and Fill, and Cap- 
tivate it Irrefiftably. 

As when Autumnal Rains, or Melted, Snows 
From off the Mountains with impetuous Hafte 
JDefcend to feek Repofe in lower Grounds , 

Or in fame neighboring River’s Ouzy Bed, 

No more the Peaceful Stream within its Banks 
With crooked Wandring Regularly flows. 

But with communicated Rage ufurps 
Unjuft Dominion , and with Courfe direct 
Dejpiftng Oppojition drives along. 

I confine the Sublime to Hit- 
tory, and Portrait-Painting; And 
Thefe muft exceil in Grace, and 
Greatnels, Invention, or Exprefli- 
on ; and that for Reafons which 
will be fecn anon. Michael An- 
gelos Great Style intitles Him to 
the Sublime , not his Drawing ; 
•’Tis that Greatnefs, and a com- 
petent degree of Grace, and not 
his Colouring that makes ‘Titian 
capable of it : As Correggio's 

F 1 Grace 
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Grace, with afufficient mixture of 
Greatnefs gives this Noble Quality 
to His Works. Van Dyck's Co- 
louring, nor Pencil tho’ perfectly 
fine would never introduce him 
to the Sublime ; ’tis his Expreflion, 
and that Grace, and Greatnefs he 
poftefs’d, (the Utmoft that Portrait- 
Painting is Juftly capable of) that 
fets (brne of his Works in that 
Exalted Clafs ; in which on That 
account he may perhaps take place 
of Rafaelle himlelf in That Kind 
of Painting, if that Great Man’s 
Fine, and Noble Idea’s carried him 
afmuch above Nature Then, as 
they did in Hiflory, where the 
utmoft that can be done is com- 
mendable; a due Subordination 
of Characters being preferved ; 
And thus (by the way) V- Dyck's 
Colouring, and Pencil may be 
judg’d Equal to that of Correggia y 
or an v other Mafter. 

In 
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In Writing, the Sublime is con- 
fident with great Irregularity ; nay 
that very Irregularity may produce 
that Noble efteft ; as in that won- 
derful Place in Milton . 

Headlong themfelves they threw 

Down front the Verge of Heaven, Eternal IVrath 
Burnt after them to the bottomlefs pit. 

The lad Bad Verfe contributes to 
the Horrible Idea which is to be 
rais’d here ; but if it did not, the 
Thought would be Sublime, not 
the Verfe : So in Painting the 

Sublimity of the Thought, or Ex- 
preflion may be confident with 
bad Colouring, or Drawing, and 
thcfe may help to produce that 
fine effed ; If they do not, That 
will make Them Overlook’d, or 
even Prejudice us in their favour ; 
However ’tis not thofe Defeats, but 
what is Excellent that is Sublime. 

Upon this occafion ’tis fit to 
Enquire ( en pajfant ) Whether 

’tis 
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*tis our Intereft to have To Re- 
fin’d a Tafte in General, as to 
be pleas’d only with a very Few 
things, and which are Rarely to 
be found, which therefore Con- 
trails our Enjoyments, whereas ’tis 
our bufinefs rather to Enlarge them. 
It will be readily fuggeftea in An- 
fwer to this, That what is Loft 
upon account of the Number of 
our Pleafures, will be Gain’d in 
the Weight of them : The Quef- 
tion then will be, Whether the 
Noify, Tumultuous Plealures of 
the V ulgar are not Equivalent to 
thofe which the moft Refin’d Wits 
tafte ; that is, whether One Man 
is not as Happy, or Pleas’d (which 
is the Same thing) with an Un- 
common, Diverting Accident at 
tile Bear-Garden, or with a Bad 
Piilure, as Another in confidering 
fome ofthe Nobleft Inftances of 
the Sublime in Rafaels, or Homer : 

The 
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The Anfwer to which is very fhorr,' 
He is not ; and that for the fame 
Reafon as an Oyfter is not capable 
of the fame Degree of Pleafure as 
a Man. It will not follow how- 
ever that upon the foot of the ac- 
count One is more Happy than the 
Other, becaufe that delicacy, and 
Acutenefs of Mind which is fuf- 
ceptible of the greateft Pleafure, is 
proportionably fo with refpedt to 
its Contrary : But the Competition 
is not now betwixt Enjoyment, and 
Mifery, but One Pleafure, and 
Another. And thus it appears, 
that a Man is in no danger of di- 
miniftiing his Happinefs by Refi- 
ning his Tafte. 

Hitherto I have been confider- 
ing the Goodnefs of a Picture as 
being done according to the Rules 
of the Art There is another kind 
of Goodnefs, and that is, As the 
Pi&ure, or Drawing Anfwers the 

Ends 
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Ends intended to be ferv’d by 
them ; Of which there are Several, 
but all reducible to thefe two Ge- 
neral ones, Pleafure, and Improve- 
ment. 

I am forry the Great, and Prin- 
cipal End of the Art has hitherto 
been fo little Confider’d ; I don’t 
mean by Gentlemen only, or by 
Low, Pretended Connoijjeurs , But 
by thofe who ought to have gone 
higher, and to have Taught Others 
to have Followed them. ’Tis no 
Wonder if many who are accuf- 
tom’d to Think Superficially look 
on Pictures as they would on a 
Piece of Rich Hangings •, Or if 
fuch as Thefe, (and fome Painters 
among the reft) fix upon the Pen- 
cil, the Colouring, or perhaps the 
Drawing, and fbme little Circum- 
ftantial Parts in the Picture, or 
even the juft Reprefentation of 
common Nature, without pene- 
u trating 
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trating into the Idea of the Paint- 
el, and the Beauties of the His- 
tory, or Fable. I fay ’tis no won- 
der if this fo frequently happens 
when thofe whether Ancients or 
Moderns, who have wrote of Paint- 
ing , in defcribing the Works of 
Painters in their Lives, or on other 
occafions have very rarely done 
any more ; Or in order to give 
us a Great Idea of fome of the 
Bell Painters have told us fuch 
Silly Stories as that of the Curtain 
of Parrhajim which deceiv’d 
Z tuxis, , of the fmall lines one 
upon the other in the Contention 
between Apelles and Protogenes , 
( as I remember , ’tis no matter 
of whom the Story goes ) of the 
Circle of Giotto , and fuch like y 
Trifles, which if a Man were ne- 
ver fo expert at without going 
many degrees higher he would 
not be worthy the name of a’ 

G Paint- 
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Painter* • much lefs of being re- 
membred by Pofterity with Ho- 
nour. 

’Tis true there are fome Kinds 
of Figures which can do no more 
than Pleafe, as ’tis the Cafe of 
fome Kinds of Writings; but one 
may as well fav a Library is only 
for Ornament, and Oftentation, 
as a Collection of Pictures, or 
Drawings. If That is the Only 
End, I am fure ’tis not from any 
Defeat indie Nature of die Things 
diemfelves. 

. I repeat it again, and would 
inculcate it, Painting is a fine piece 
of Workmanlhip ; ’tis a Beautiful 
Ornament, and as fuch gives us 
Pleafure ; But over and above 
this We Painters are upon the 
Level with Writers, as being Po- 
ets, Hiftorians, Philofophers and 
Divines, we Entertain,, and In- 
ijrujft equally with Them. This 
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is true and manifeft beyond dif 
pute whatever Mens "Notions 

have been; 

* * * 

To wake the Son l by tender Strokes of Art , 

To raife the Genius , and to mend the Heart . 

• Mr. Pope. 

is the bufinefs of Painting as well 
as of Tragedy; - _ • 

There being Pictures of feveral 
Kinds; fome capable only of Plca- 
fing, and Others alfo of Inftrud:- 
ing, and Improving the Mind; 
which is the Nobler End, a Dif- 
ference ought to be made accor- 
dingly; Two Pictures may be 
equally Good, with refpedt to the 
Rules of the Art, Equally Well 
Drawn, Colour’d, & c. but very 
Different with tefpect to the Rank 
they ought to hold in our Efti- 
mation : a Boor opening of Muf 
fcls, and a St. : John may be One 
as well Painted as the Other, but 

G ’ there 
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there can be no Difpute when the 
Queftion is which of thefe two 
is Preferrable. 

So feveral of the Parts of Paint- 
ing may be equally well in the 
fame Pidhire, but they are not 
Equally Confiderable in Thcm- 
felves ; a Fine Pencil ( for Example ) 
is not comparable to a Fine In- 
vention. 

When therefore we are to make 
a Judgment in vjhat Degree of 
Goodnefs a Piffure or Drawing 
is we Jhould confider its Kind frjr, 
and then its feveral Parts , A 
Hiftory is preferrable to a JLand- 
fcape, Sea-piece, Animals, Fruit, 
Flowers, or any other Still-Life, 
pieces of Drollery, &c. ; the rea- 
ion is, the latter Kinds may Pleafe, 
and in proportion as they do fo 
they are Eftimable, and that is 
according to every one’s Tafte, 
but theycannotlmprove theMind, 

they 
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they excite no Noble Sentiments ; 
at leaft not as the other naturally 
does ; Thefe not only give us 
Pleafure, as being Beautiful Ob- 
jects, and Furnifliing us with Ideas 
as the Other do, but the Pleafure 
we receive from Hence is Greater 
(I fpeak in General, and what the 
nature of the thing is capable of) 
’tis of a Nobler Kind than the 
Other ; and Then moreover the 
Mind may be Inrich’d, and made 
Better. 

A Portrait is a fort of General 
Hiftory of the Life of the Perlon 
it reprefents, not only to Him 
who is acquainted with* it, but to 
Many Others, who upon Occafion 
of feeing it are frequently told, 
of what is moll Material concern- 
ing Them, or their General Cha- 
racter at leaft ; The Face ; and 
Figure is alfo Defcrib’d and as 
much of the Character as appears 
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by Thefe, which oftentimes is here 
feen in a very great Degree. Thefe 
therefore many times anfwer the 
Ends of Hiftorical Pi&ures. And 
to Relations, or Friends give a 
Pleafure greater than any Other 
can. D * 

There are many Single Heads 
which are Hiftorical, and may be 
apply’d to feveral Stories. I have 
many fuch ; I have for Inftance a 
Roy’s Head of Parmeggiano in 
whofe Every Feature appears fuch 
an overflowing Joy, and that too 
not Common, but Holy, and 
Divine that I imagine him a little 
Angel rejoycing at the birth of 
tiie Son of God. I have another 
of Leonardo da Vinci of a Youth 
very Angelical, and in whom ap^ 
pears an Air fuch as Milton de- 
scribes 

■ Dim Sadnejs did not /pare 

’That time CeleftiaJ V’fages, yet mixt 
With Pity , violated not their blifs. 

This 
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This I fuppofe to be prelent at 
the Agony of our Jlord, or his 
Crucifixion, or feeing him dead, 
with his Bleffed Mother in that 
her vaft Diftrefs. Single Figures 
may be alio thus apply’d, and 
made Hiftorical. But Heads not 
Thus Applicable, mull: be recko- 
ned in an Inferiour Clafs and 
more, or lefs fo according as they 
happen to be. As Portraits Un- 
known are not Equally confide- 
rable with Thofe that are ; Tho’ 
upon account of the Dignity of 
the Subject they may be reckon’d 
in the nrft Clafs of Thofe where- 
in the Principal End of Painting 
is not fully Anlwer’d ; but capable 
however of the Sublime. 

The Kind of Pi&ure, or Draw- 
ing having been conflder’d, re- 
gard is to Be had to the. Parts of 

£7 

Painting; we Ihould fee in which 
of Thefe they excell, and in what 
Degree. And 
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And thefe feveral Parts do not 
Equally contribute to the Ends 
ot Painting : but (I think) ought 
to (land in this Order. 

Grace and Greatnefs, 
Invention, 

Expreffwn , 

Composition, 

Colouring , 

Drawing, 

Handling • 

The laft can only Pleafe ; The 
next (by which I underftand Pure 
Nature, for the Great, and Gen- 
tile Style of Drawing falls into 
another Part) This alfo can only 
Pleafe, Colouring Plcafes more; 
Composition Plcafes at leaft as 
much as Colouring, and more- 
over helps to.Inftrudf, as it makes 
thofe Parts that do fo more com 
• " - fpicu- 
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fpicuous ; Expretfion Pleafes, and 
Inftrudrs Greatly; the Invention 
does both in a higher Degree, 
and Grace, and Greatneis above 
all. Nor is it peculiar to That 
Story, Fable, or whatever the 
Subjecft is, but in General raifes 
our Idea of the Species* gives a 
moil Delightful, Vertuous Pride, 
and kindles in Noble Minds an 
Ambition to a 61 up to That Dig- 
nity Thus conceived to be in Hu- 
mane Nature. In the Former 
Parts the Eye is employ'd, in the 
Other the Underftanding. 

By thus confidering irt what 
rank of Eftimation the feveral 
Parts of Painting ought to Hand, 
we may (by the way) obfeiYe 
what Degrees of Merit each Ma- 
iler has, for That is More, or Lefo 
in proportion as he has Excell’d 
in thofe Parts which are Prefer- 
table. Thus Albert Purer tho’ 
H hi$ 
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his Defign was very Correct, can 
by no means (land in Compe- 
tition with Coreggio , who was 
Defective in that Particular, be- 
caufe the Latter had Grace and 
Greatnefs, which the Other had 
not. 

And thus too it is feen that 
Drawings (generally (peaking) are 
Preferrable to Paintings, as ha- 
ving thofe Qualities which are 
moll Excellent in a Higher De- 
gree than Paintings generally 
have, or can poffibly have, and 
the Others ^excepting only Co- 
louring) Equally with them. 
There is a Grace, a Delicacy, a 
Spirit in Drawings which when 
the Mafter attempts to give in 
Colours is commonly much di- 
minifti’d, both as being a fort 
of Coppying from thofe Firft 
Thoughts, and becaufe the Na- 

. ture 
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ture of the Thing admits of no 
better. 

There are Other Confidera- 
tions relating to Pidures, Draw- 
ings, and more particularly to 
Prints ; But as Thefe are Intirely 
Diftindf from that of their Good- 
nefs as Works of Art, and are on- 
ly concerning their Value to the 
Buyer, or Seller, fuch as the Con- 
dition they are in, their Rarity, 
or other fuch like Circumftan- 
ces ; Tho’ Thefe things are of Im- 
portance on fome Occafions they 
are Foreign to the Subjedf of my 
prefent Difcourfe, and fo ’tis 
^enough juft to have mention’d 
them. 

Whatever we look upon there- 
fore Jhould be confiderd Diftinff- 
ly, and P articular ly, and not only 
Jeen in General to be Fine , or Not, 
but wherein ’ tis One , or the Other. 
Moft of Our Writers have been 
H z very 
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very luperficial in This refpe& ; 
They have faid where a Picture 
of foch a Mailer was, and have 
told us the Subjed:, and bellow’d 
certain Epithets upon it, as that 
it was Divine, Surprizing, or that 
fuch a Figure feem’d to be Alive, 
and the like ; and this without 
didin&ion to Works of very Dif- 
ferent Chara&ers, but the fame 
General D^ifo&ien* fervc for all 
to that we can have no Clear 
Idea of them from thole Au- 
thors ; and I don’t doubt but 
moll of thofe that look upon 
Pictures, or Drawings take in 
fuch Imperfedl, Unform’d, and 
Confus’d Ideas ; If we are Pleas’d 
or Difpleas’d, if our Minds are 
Improv’d, or Hurt, we Ihould ob- 
serve from what Caufe this has 
happen’d ; What Part of Painting 
lias the Mailer fucceeded, or 
been Defective in, and to what 

De- 
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Degree ? Or is this Owing to the 
Subject, rather than to the Man- 
ner of Treating it, and how far ? 
Such, and the like confideration/ 
will help to give us Clear, and 
Diftinft Ideas of the Work, and 
the Mailer, which a good Connoif- 
feur Ihould always form in his 
Mind. And the better to do 
this he fiiould 

Lallly, Obferve Method, and 
Order in his zoaj of Thinking ; 
not mixing, and jumbling Obler- 
vations of different kinds, but 
going on Gradually from one 
thing to another, Difpatching the 
flrft before we embarras our Selves 
with any other. 

Gentlemen may do as they 
pleafe, the following Method 
feems to Me to be the mod Natu- 
ral, Convenient, and Proper. 

Before you come fo near the 
J?i£urc to be Confider’d as to 

look 
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look into Particulars, or even to 
be able to know what the Sub- 
ject of it is, at leaft before you 
take notice of That, Obferve the 
< Tout-enfemble of the Maffes, and 
what Kind of one the Whole 
makes together. It will be pro- 
per at the fame Diftance to con- 
lider the General Colouring ; whe- 
ther That be Grateful, Cheating, 
and Delightful to the Eye, or Dis- 
agreeable ; Then let the Compo- 
fition be Examin’d Near, and fee 
the Contrafts, and other Particu- 
larities relating to it, and fo finifh 
your Obfervations on That Head. 
The fame Then may be done 
with refpedt to the Colouring; 
then the Handling, and after- 
wards the Drawing ; Thefe being 
dilpatch’d the Mind is at liberty 
carefully A confider the Invention ; 
then to fee how well the Expref- 
fion is perform’d, And Laltly, 
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What Grace and Greatnefs is 
fbread throughout, and how liiit- 
able to each Ghara&er. 

Monfieur de Piles has a pretty 
Invention of a Scale whereby he 
gives an Idea in fhort of the Me- 
rit of the Painters, I have given 
fome Account of it in the latter 
end of my former Ellay : This, 
with a little Alteration and Im- 
provement may be of great ufe 
to Lovers of Art, and Connois- 
seurs.. 

I will keep to the Number 18 
to denote the highelt Degree of 
Excellence, and That, and the 
preceeding one Ihall ftand for 
the Sublime in thofe Parts of 
Painting that are capable of it. 
1 6. 15. 14. 13. Ihall denote Ex- 
cellence in thefe 4 Degrees, as 
from 11 to 5 Inclulive Ihall lig- 
nify the Mediocre : And tho’ Bad 
Pictures are not worth our no- 
tice, 
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tjce, Good ones may be Bad iri 
fome Particulars, I will therefore 
refer ve the other 4 Numbers to 
exprefs That* Not that the Pro-’ 
vince of Bad is equal in Extent 
to that of Excellent, but becaufe 
Good Mailers whofe Works I am 
only concern’d about very rarely 
Sink many degrees into 111 If it 
Ihould fo happen let That be 
mark’d with a Cypher only* 

The ufe to be made of this 
Scale is this ; A little Pocket- 
Book might be always ready rea- 
dy, every leaf of which Ihould 
be prepar’d as fhall be feen pre- 
fently, And when one conliders a 
Pi&ure an Eftimate might be 
made of it by putting luch Fi- 
gures under each Head as Ihall 
be judg’d proper ; or more than 
one if in one part of the Pidture 
there be any confiderable diffe- 
rence from what is in Another ; 

or 
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Or if there be a double confide- 
ratio** requiring it. 

I will give a Specimen of what; 
I have been propofing, and the 
Subject fhall De a Portrait of V* 
Dyck which I have, ’tis a Half- 
length of a Countefs Dowager 
of Exeter, as I learn from the 
Print made of it by Faithorn , 
and that is almoft all one can 
learn from That concerning the 
Picture befides the General Atti- 
tude, and Difpofition of it. 

TheDrefs is Black Velvet, and 
That appearing almoft one large 
Spot, the Lights not being lo 
managed as to conned it, with 
the other parts of the Pidure j 
The Face, and Linnen at the 
Neck, and the two Hands, and 
broad Cuffs at the Wrifts being 
by this means three feveral Spots 
of Light, and that near of ail 
equal degree, and forming al- 
I moft 
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mod an Equilateral Triangle, 
the Bafe of which is parallel to 
that of the Pidture, the Compo- 
fition is Defedtive and this oc- 
cafion’d chiefly from the want 
of thofe Lights upon the Black. 
But fo far as the Head, and al- 
moft to the Waft, with the Cur- 
tain behind, there is an Admirable 
Harmony ; the Chair alfo makes a 
Medium between the Figure, and 
the Ground. The Eye is deliver’d 
down into that Dead Black Spot 
the Drapery with great Eafe, 
the Neck is cover’d with Linnen, 
and at the Bread the top of the 
Stomacher makes a ftreight line. 
This would have been very 
harfti, and difagreeable but that 
’tis very Artfully broken by the 
Bowes of a Knot of narrow 
Ribbon which rife above that Line 
in fine, well-contrafted Shapes. 

This 
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This Knot fattens a Jewel on the 
Brcatt, which alfo helps to pro- 
duce the Harmony of this part 
of the Picture, and the white 
Gloves which the Lady holds in 
her Left Hand, helps the Gom- 
pofition fomething as they vary 
That Light Spot from That which 
the Other Hand, and Linnen 
makes. 

The < Tout-enfemble of the Co- 
louring is Extreamly Beautiful; 
5 Tis Solemn, but Warm, Mel- 
low, Clean, and Natural ; The 
Flefh, which is exquifitely good, 
efpecially the Face, the Black 
Habit, the Linnen and Cuttiion, 
the Chair of Crimfon Velvet, 
and the Gold Flower’d Curtain 
mixt with a little Crimfon have 
an Admirable effed, and would 
be Perfed were there a Middle 
Tind amongft the Black. 

f I 1 The 
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The Face, and Hands, are a 
Model, for a Pencil in Portrait- # 
Painting Tis not V % Dyck's fir ft 
Labour’d Flernjh Manner, nor in 
the leaft Caretefs, or Slight ; the 
Colours are well wrought, and 
Touch’d in his beft Style ; that 
is, the Beft that ever Man had 
for Portraits ; nor is the Curtain 
in the leaft inferiour in this Par- 
ticular, tho’ the Manner is va- 
ry’d as it ought to be, the Pen- 
cil is There more feen than in the 
Flefh ; the Hair, Veil, Chair, and 
indeed throughout except the 
Black Gown is finely Handled. 

The Face is admirably well 
Drawn ; the Features are pro- 
nounc’d Clean, and Firmly, fa 
as ’tis evident he -that did That 
conceiv’d ftrong, and Diftindf Ide- 
as, and faw wherein the Lines that 
form’d Thofc differ’d from all 

Others j 
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others ; there appears nothing of 
the Antique, or Rajfaelle - Taft of 
Defigning, but Nature, well un- 
derftood, well chofen, and well 
manag’d ; the Lights, and Sha- 
dows are juftly plac’d,' and 
Ihap’d, and both Tides of the 
Face anfwer well to each other. 
The Jewel on the Bread is finely 
difpos’d, and dire&s the Eye 
to the line between the Breads, 
and gives the Body there a great 
Relief, the Girdle alfo has a 
good effeft, for by being mark’d 
pretty drongly the Eye is fhown 
the Wad very readily. The Lin- 
nen, the Jewel, the Gold Cur- 
tain, the Gaufe Veil are all ex- 
treamly Natural, that is they are 
juftly Drawn, and Colour’d But 
the Want of thofe Lights I have 
fo often lamented is the Gaufe 
that the Figure does not appear 

to 
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to fit firmly, the Thighs and 
Knees are loft. Nor is the 
Drawing of the Arms, nor even 
ol the Hands altogether as one 
would wilh particularly the Left, 
and that not only in the Out- 
line, but the Lights, and Sha- 
dows ; efpecially of that Hand, 
which by being too Light is 
brought out of its true place, ’tis 
nearer the Eye than it ought to 
be. There are alfo fome Over- 
fights in the Perfpedtive of the 
Chair, and Curtain ; In the Li- 
neal Part of the former, and in 
the Aerial Part in both. 

Thefe being thus difpatch’d we 
are at liberty to confider the In- 
vention. V. Dyck's Thought 
feems to have been that the Lar- 
dy fhould be fitting in her Own 
Room receiving a Vifit of Con- 
dolence from an Inferiour with 

great 
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great Benignity ; as fhall be feen 
prelentiy, I would here obferve 
the Beauty, and Propriety of this 
Thought. For by This the Pi- 
dure is not an Infipid Repre- 
fentation of a Face, and Drefs, 
but here is alfo a Pidure of the 
Mind, and what more proper 
to a Widow than Sorrow ? And 
more becoming a Perfon of Qua- 
lity than Humility, and Benevo- 
lence ? Befides had fhe been fuppo- 
fed to have appear’d to her Equals, 
or Superiours, the Furniture of 
the Place muft have been Mourn- 
ing, and her Gloves on, but 
the Colours of the Curtain, and 
Chair, and the Contrafi occa- 
fion’d by the Gloves in her Hand 
have a fine efFed. 

Never was a Calm Becoming 
Sorrow better Exprefs’d than 
in this Face chiefly there 

where 
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where ’tis always moft confpicious, 
that is in the Eyes : Not Guido 
Rent, no, nor Raff ae lie himfelf 
c 3uld haveConcei v a a Paflion with 
more Delicacy, or more Strongly 
Exprefs’d it ! To which alfo 
the Whole Attitude of the Fi- 
gure contributes not a little, her 
Right Hand drops eafily from the 
Elbow of the Chair which her 


Wrift lightly refts upon, the other 
lies in ner Lap towards her Left: 
Knee*, all which together appears 
fo Eafy, and Carelefs, that what 
is Loft in the Compoiition by 
the Regularity I have taken no- 
tice of, is Gain’d in the Expref- 
fion ; which being of greater 
Confequence juftifies V. Dyck in 
the main, and (hows his great 
Judgment, for tho’ as it Is, there 
is (as I faidj fomething amifs, 
I cannot conceive any way of 

Avoid- 
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Avoiding That Inconvenience 
without a Greater* 

And notwithftanding the De- 
fects I have taken the Liberty 
to remark with the fame Indiffe- 
teney as I have obfervcd the 
Beauties, that is, without the 
lead; regard to the Great Name 
of the Matter, There is a Grace 
throughout that Charms, and a 
Greatnefs that Commands Re- 
fpeft; She appears at firft Sight 
to be a Well-bred Woman of 
Quality ; Vis in her Face, and in 
her Mien ; and as her Drefs, Or- 
naments, and Furniture contri- 
bute fomething to the Greatnefs* 
the Gaufe Veil coming over her 
Forehead, and the Hem of it 
hiding a Defeft (which was want 
of Eye-brows,) is a fine Artifice 
to give more Grace* This Grace* 
and Greatnefs is not that of Raf* 
K fadlc, 
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faelle , or the Antique but ’tis 
what is fuitable to a Portrait ; 
and one of Her Age, and Cha- 
racter, and confequently better 
than if fhe had appear’d with the 
Grace of a Venus, or Helena , or 
the Majefty of a Minerva , or 
Semiramis. 

It remains to confider this Fi- 
dfcure in the OtherView ; We have 
feen in what degree the Rules of 
Painting have been Obferv’d ; 
Let us now enquire how far the 
Ends of Pleamre, and Advan- 
tage are anfwer’d. 

And This is More, or Lefs as 
my Fancy, Judgment, or ocher 
Circumftances happen to be; 
Thcfe Confiderations are purely 
Perfonal, and every Man muu 
judge for himfelf. Here there- 
fore I fhall be very fiiort, I 
will omit many Refledtions that 
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1 might make, and Expatiate up* 
on, and only touch fome of the 
Principal. 

The Beauty, and Harmony of 
the Colouring gives Me a great 
Degree of Pleafure ; for tho* 
This is Grave, and Solid, it has 
a Beauty not left than what is 
Bright, and Gay. So much of the 
Gompofition as is Good does 
alfo much Delight the Eye ; And 
tho’ the Lady is not Young, nor 
remarkably Handfome, the Grace, 
and Greatneft that is here repre- 
fented pleafes exceedingly. In a 
Word, as throughout this whole 
Picture one fees Inftances of an 
Accurate Hand, and Fine Thought, 
Thefe muft j*ive proportionable 
Pleafure to fo hearty a Lover as 
I am. 

The Advantages of this Fi&ure 
to Me, as a Painter are very com 
K z fiderable. 
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fiderable. A better Matter for 
Portrait-Painting never was, and 
a better Manner of this Matter I 
have never feen : There is fuch a 
Benignity, fuch a Gentile, Be- 
coming Behaviour, fuch a De* 
cent Sorrow, and Rcfignation Ex- 
prels’d here, that a Man mutt be 
very Infenttble that is not the 
Better for confidering it, The 
Mourning Habit excites Serious 
Thoughts, which may produce 
Good Effects. But what I con- 
fefs I am particularly affedled 
with, I who (I thank God) have 
for many Years been happy as 
a Husband, is the Circumttance 
of Widdowhood, Not that it 
gives me Sorrow as remembring 
the Conjugal Knot mutt be cut, 
but I Rejoyce that it Yet fub- 

Bail 
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Halt Sacred Wedlock where Difcretion joynd 
With Venue Choofes , and Approves the Choice. 

“ Perpetual Fountain of Dome flick Sweets! 

“ Here Love his Golden Shafts employs , Here Lights 
“ His conflant Lamp, and Waves his purple Wings, 
“ Reigns here, and revels-. Not in the Bought Smile 
Qf Harlots , Equally obtain d by All, 

And with Contempt, and Various Terrors mixt. 
T%is Sweet Society diflolves our Fears , 

Doubles our Pleafures, and divides our Cares ; 

Here Love with Friendjhip, and Efieem is found , 
And mutual Joy with Innocence is crown d. 

I will only add before I pro- 
duce my Scale, that This being 
a Portrait, and the Face there- 
fore by much the moil confiderable 
I have made a particular Column 
for That which for other Pictures 
is not neceffary. 


Countefs 



(10 ) 


Counters Dowager of 
Exeter. 

V. DYCK. 

OCTOBERS 1 6th, 1717. 
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The Blank is for Landskip, or 
Animals, or any other Particular 
in a Hiflory, or Portrait that is 
worthy remarking in an Article" 
by it felf. That at the bottom 
is for any Memorandum that 
may be thoughr proper befides 
what is faid a top where the Pi- 
cture, Owner, Time feen, (tfc . 
may be fpecify’d. 

Whoever practices a Regular 
Way of Confidering a Pi&ure, 
or Drawing, will, I am confi- 
dent, find the Benefit of it ; And 
if they will moreover note down 
the Degrees of Eftimation in This 
manner ’twill be of further Ufej 
’twill give a Man a more clear, 
and diftindt Idea of the Thing, 
’twill be a further Exercife of his 
Judgment, a Remembrance of 
what he has feen, and by confi- 
dering 
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dering It together with the Pi^ 
dture Months, or Years, after- 
wards he will fee whether his 
Judgment is alter’d, and where-; 
in. 

And if Ml any one will give 
himfelf the trouble to make a 
Diflertation upon what he thinks 
worthy of it, fueh a Scale of 
Merit made upon the place will 
ferve as fhort Notes to help his 
Memory if he has not the Pi- 
cture before him ; But the making 
fuch a Diflertation will be a fine 
Exercife of a* Gentleman’s Abili- 
ties as a' Connbiffewr , and may 
moreover be an agreeable Amufc- 
ment. 

In fuel* Diflertation it will not 


be nccetfary for any One to con- 
fine himfelf to the Order in which 
’tis bed to Confider the Picture ; 


he may begin at the invention, 

if 
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if a Hiftory, or at the Face, if a 
Portrait, Or how he thinks beft. 
And remark on the Advantage, 
and Pleafure to be had from it, 
or Not. 

Notwithftanding what I have 
already done I fancy an Example 
of fucn a l3illertation will not be 
Unacceptable, becaufe it fliall be 
of a very Capital Pidure, and 
one wherein there is an Inftance 
of Expreifion which will be Sup- 
plemental to the Chapter in my 
Theory on that Head \ ’Tis what 
I have not mentioned there, for 
1 had not feen one of that kind 
when I wrote that. 

The Specimen I am now about 
to give is part of a Letter (tho* 
in another Language) written to 
a Gentleman at Rotterdam, an 
Excellent Comoijfeur , a Hearty 
Lover of the Art, and Mafler of 

L a 
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a Noble Colle&ion of Pi&utes, 
Drawings, and Antiques ; and 
One for whom I have upqn 
Thefe, and many Other Accounts 
the utmoft Refped:, and Fripnd- 
fhip that ’tis poftible to hayp for 
one whom I have never had the 
Happinefs to See, or Conyerfe 
with Otherwife than at this Dif- 
tance, Tho’ my Son has, and has 
received particular Marks of his 
Favour. ' The Correfpondence 
we have the honour to have wirfi 

• f \ ' *_ -j 

him is by Me, and my Sori 
Jointly, for Reafons not here 
neceffary to be given, Only in 
General I cannot forbear faying 
that the Vertue, Dutiful Behavi- 
our, Induftry, Learning, Good 
Senfe, and other Excellent Qua r 
lities of my Son, Together \yith 
his Tafte, and Judgment, in out 
Art, which is Equal to a Father^ 

Utmoft 
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Otmoil Hopes, and Expectations, 
jiiftly' demands My Friendlhip, 
befiaes Something More than 
Common Paternal Love. This 


I the rather choole to Say becaufe 
I know His Modefly would op- 
pose ity and perhaps ’tis the Only 
Iriftance where One of Us will 
do what he knows the OtheF 


would not approve. 

A Friend of ours 

(Mr. Thornhill an Excellent Hif- 
tory-Painter) has been in France 
lately, and has bought feveral 
good Pictures, feme of which 
are arrived, the Principal of thefe 
js a Capital one indeed ; we will 
give you as good an account of 
it as we can, and of the other 
when they arrive if they merit it 
as we believe they will. 

This is of N. Poujfw , ’tis 5 
Foot 3 Inches long, and z Foot 
L 2, 6 Inches 
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6 Inches high , perfe&ly well 
preferved ; It was Monfleur ..... 

’s who was fo feverely 

fqueez’d by the Chamber of 
Juftice that all his Goods were 
fold , and this Pidtire amongft 

the reft. Poor Gentleman ! 

5 Tis a Story in Tajfos Gerufa- 
lemme Cant. 19 . which is briefly 
this, ‘Tancred a Chriftian Hero, 
and Argante a Pagan Gyant retire 
to a Solitary place amongft the 
Mountains to try their fortune in 
Single combat ; 4 rgante is (lain, 
the other fo defperately wounded 
that after he had gone a little 
way he dropp’d, and fell into a 
fwoon. Ermima who was in 
Love^with him, and Vafrino his 
’Squire (foy what accident ’tis too 
long to <tell) found him in this 
condition, but after the firft fright 
perceiving Life in him flie bound 

up 
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up his Wounds, and her Veil not 
being fufficient for that purpofe 
fhe cut off her fine Hair to fupply 
that defedt, and fo recover’d him, 
and brought him fafe to the 
Army. 

Poujjln has chofen the inftant 
of her cutting off her Hair ; 

' Eancred lyes in a Graceful Atti- 
tude, and well contrafied towards 
one end of the Picture, his Feet 
coming about the middle, and at 
a little diftance from the bottom ; 
Vafrino is at his head raifing him 
up againft 3 little bank on which 
lie fupports himfelf kneeling on 
His left knee, j Erminia is at his 
feet, kneeling on the Ground 
with her Right knee; beyond 
her at a diftance lyes Argante 
dead ; Behind are the Horfes of 
Erminia , and Vafrino ; And to- 
wards the top at that end of the . 

Picture 
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Biciute ivhich i$ on the left hand 
as y o'U look upon it, and over 
the heads of Tdricred , and Vafrino 
ate two Loves with their Torches 
in their hands ; the Back-Ground 
is the Rocks, Trunks of Trees 
with feV Leaves, or Branches, 
and a Sombrous Sky. 

The Go^t is a mixture of 
Poufjins ufual Manner, and (what 
is Very rare) a great deal of Giulio x 
particularly in the Head, and 
Attitude of the Lady, and both 
the Horfcs ; ‘Tancred is naked to 
the Wart ha ving been ftripp’d by 
JErminid and his ’Squire tofearch 
for his Wounds, he has a piece 
of loofe Drapery which is Yellow, 
bearing upon the Red in the 
Rfi'ddle Tindts, and Shadows, this 
is thrown over his Belly, and 
Thighs, and lyes a good length; 
upon tlie ground ; ’twas doubtlefs 

painted 


Digitized by Google 



( 19 > 

painted by the Life, and is iptir^y 
of a Modern Tafte. And d)# 
nothing might be (hocking, or 
difagreeable, the wounds arcfnpch 
hid, nor is bis Body, or G^rrpejit 
ftain’d with Blood , only fome 
appears here, and there upon fhe 
ground jpft below the Prapery, 
as if it flow’d from fgme Wounds 
which That coyer’d y Nor is he 
Pale, but a§ ope reviving, and 
his Bipod, and Spirits returning 
to their ufpal motion. 

The Habits are pot thofe of 
the Age in which the Scene of 
the fable is laid, Thefe tnuft have 
been Gothick , and Difagreeable, 
it being at the latter end pf the 
nth, or the beginning of the 
izth Century : prmini $ is cDd 
in Blue, admirably folded, and 
in a great Style, fqmethipg Jifre 
that qt Gwl.it> but more upon 
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the Antique, or, Raffaelle ; one of 
her feet is feeri which is very 
Gentile , arid Artfully difpos’d ; 
her Sandal is very particular, for 
’tis a little rais’d under the Heel 
as our Children’s Shoes. Vafrino 
has a Helmet ori with a large, 
bent Plate of Gold inftead, and 
fomething with the turn of a 
Feather. We don’t remember 
any thing like it in the Antique ; 
Tnere is no fuch thing in the 
Column of Trajan, nor that of 
Antonim (as ’tis ufually call’d 
tho’ ’tis now known to be of 
M- Aurelius) nor (I believe) in 
the Works of Raffaelle , Giulio, 
or Poly dor e when they have imi- 
tated the Ancients, tho’ Thefe, 
efpecially the two former have 
taken like Liberties, and departing 
from the Simplicity of their Great 
Matters have in thefe Inftances 

given 
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given a little into the Got hick taft i 
This is probably Pouffiris own In- 
vention, and has fuch an effect 
that I cannot imagine any thing 
elle could po/libly have been fo 
well. This Figure is in Armour, 
not with Labclls, but Scarlet 
Drapery where thofe ufually are 
which alfo is Antique. The twd 
Cupidons are admirably well dif- 
pos’d, and enrich, and enliven 
the Pidlure ; as does the Helmet,, 
Shield, and Armour of 'Tancred 
which lyes at his Feet. The At- 
titudes of the Horfes are ex- 
ceeding fine, One of them turns 
his head backwards with great 
Spirit, the other has his Hinder 
part rais’d, which not only has 
a Noble efredt in the Pidture, 
but helps to rell what kind of 
place it was, which was rough* 
and unfrequented. 

M ;Ti$ 
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’Tis obfervablc that tho’ Taffo 
fays only Brminia cuts off her 
hair, Pouffin was forc’d to ex- 
plain what fhe cut it off withal, 
and he has given her her Lover’s 
Sword. We don’t at all queftion 
but there will be thofe who will 
fancy they have here difeover’d 
a notorious Abfurdity in Pouffin, 
it being impollible to cut Hair 
with a Sword ; but though it 
be, a Pair of ScifFars inftead of 
it, though much the fitter for the 
purpofe, had fpoil’d the Picture ; 
Painting, and Poetry equally difi- 
dain fuch low, and common 
things. This is a Lycence much 
of the fame kind with that of 
Raffael in the Carton of the 
Draught of Fillies, where the 
Boat is by much too little for 
the Figures that are in it ; or with 
the Laacon , who is naked, where- 
as 
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as being a Prieft in his Sacerdotal 
Office, he muff have been fup- 
pos’d to have been clad : But 
we need not tell you, Sir, why 
thofe Noble pieces of Painting, 
and Sculpture were fo managed. 
This puts me in mind of a fine 
Diftich of Mr .Drjden: 

Tor he that Servilely creep s after Sence 

Is fafe , but ne'er arrives at Excellence . 

We know not whether it will 
be worth while to obferve a fmall 
Circumftance ; One of the Hor- 
fes is fatten'd to a Tree; If it be 
fup pos’d to be Er mini as , and 
done by her felf, ’twould be in- 
tollerable, fhe muft have had 
other Thoughts than to fecure 
her Horfe when fhe difmounted, 
for ’twas not till Vafrino had 
found that he who at firft fight 
they took to be a Stranger (as well 

M 2. 3S 
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*s Argrnte ) was Tancred, an4 
then ihe is finely defcrib’d by 
S V.ijfo as Tumbling, rather than 
Lighting from her Horfe. 

Nan fcefe no, frecipto di Sell#. 

k : 

But as this may potfibly be V#- 
jrino's, Or if ’twas her’s, perhaps 
His care was divided betwixt the 
wounded Hero, and the Lady, to 
whom it was of confequence to 
have her Horfe fecur’cj, it will 
not be thought partiality to fup- 
pofe fo Great a Man as Poufjln 
would not make fuch a Blunder 
as This, taking it in the worfl 
Sence ; but ’twould be Unjqft to 
determine Otherwifc when the 
moft Favourable Opinion is mofl 
Probable ; and That being taken, 
here is a Beauty, not a Fault ; It 
amplifies, and raifes the Character 
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of Vafrino , tho’ it would have 
fpoil’d that of Jirmima. Whe- 
ther a Painter ought to go fo far 
into thefe little parts is a tjueftion 
which will bear reafoning upon, 
but uot here. 

The Expreflion of this Picture 
is Excellent throughout. The 
Air of Vafrino is Juft, he hath a 
Character evidently Inferiour, but 
neverthelefs , he appears Brave, 
and full of Care,Tendernefs, and 
Afte&ion. Argante feems to be 
a Wretch that dyed in Rage, and 
Difpair, without the leaft {park of 
Piety. Tancred is Good, Amiable, 
Noble, and Valiant. There are 
two Circumftanees in Taffo which 
finely raife thefe two Characters. 
When thefe Champions withdrew 
to fight ’twas in the view of the 
Chriftian Soldiers whofe fury 
againft the Pagan could hardly 
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be retrain'd, T ancred protected 
him from them, and as they re- 
tired together cover’d him with 
his Shield : Afterwards when lie 
had him at his Mercy, and ‘Tan- 
cred would have given him his 
Life, and in a Friendly manner 
approach’d him with the offer, 
the Villain attempted bafely to 
murther him, upon which pro- 
vocation he difpatch’d him im- 
mediately with Scorn, and Fury. 
Thefe Incidents eould not be 
inferred in the Picture , but 
Poujfin has told us by the Airs 
he has given them that either 
were capable of any thing in 
thefe feveral kinds. Erminia 
muft appear to have a mixture 
of Flope, and Fear, Joy, and 
Sorrow , this being the time 
when fhe had difcover’d Life in 


her Lover after having fuppos’d 

him 
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liim dead; to exprefs this (yoii 
know Sir ) muft be exceeding 
difficult, and yet abfolutely ne- 
ceffary, and that Strongly, and 
Apparently, that thofe who look 
upon the Picture may know to 
what End ffie cuts off her hair ; 
and that ’tis not a Tranfport of 
Diftfadted Grief for the Death of 
him ihe loved, who is not yet 
recovered from his Swoon ; be- 
caufe this Miftake would lofe all 
the Beauty of the Story. For 
this reafon the two Loves are 
admirably contrived to ferve This 
purpofe, befides the Other al- 
ready mentioned ; One of them, 
and that the fartheft from the 
Eye has Sorrow, and Fear, the 
other Joy, and Hope evidently 
in his Face ; and to exprefs this 
yet more perfectly, ( and this is 
Mr. Thornhill's Obfervation ) the 

for- 
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former has two Arrows in his 
hand to denote thofe two Paffi- 
ons, and their Pungency ; but the 
Quiver of his Companion is faft 
fhut up with a fort of a cap on 
the top of it. He has alfo a 
Chaplet of Jeffamine on his 
head. 

The Compofition is unexcep- 
tionable ; There are innumerable 
Inftances of Beautiful Contrafts ; 
Of this kind are the feveral Cha- 
racters of the P er fort s, (all which 
are Excellent in their feveral 
kinds ) and the feveral Habits : 

T ancred is half Naked : JErml- 

mas Sex diftinguifhes Her from 
all the reft ; as Vafrims Armour,* 
and Helmet ftiews Him to be In- 
feriour to Tancred, (His lying 
by him ) and drgantcs Armour 
differs from both of them. The , 
various pofitions of the Limbs in 

all 
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all the Figures are aifo finely Ccmi- 
crafted, and altogether have a 
lovely efred: j Nor did I ever fee 
a greater Harmony* nor more 
Art to produce it in any Pi&ure 
of what Matter foerer, whether 
as to the Ea(y Gradation from 
the Principal, td die Subordinate 
Parts, the Connexion of one 
with another, by the degrees of 
the Lights, and Shadows, and the 
Tin&s of the Colours: 

And Thele too are Good 
throughout $ They are not Gla- 
ring, as the Subject, and the 
Time of the Story ( which was 
after Sun-fet ) requires : Nor is 

the Colouring like that of Titian, 
Coreggio , Rubens , or thole fine 
Colourifts, But ’tis Warm, and 
Mellow, ’tis Agreeable, and of a 
Tafte which none but a Great 
Man could fall into : And with- 
N out 
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out confidering it as a Story, 
the Imitation of any thing in 
Nature the < Tout-enfemble of the 
Colours is a Beautiful, and De- 
lightful Object. 

You know ( Sir ) the Drawing 
of Pouffin who have feveral Ad- 
mirable Pictures of his hand, 
This we believe is not Inferiour 
to any to be feen of him. But 
there is an Overfight, or two in 
the Perfpetfive ; the Sword Er *- 
minia holds appears by the Pom- 
mel of it to incline with the 
point going off, but by the Blade 
it fecms to be upright > the other 
is not worth mentioning. 

The Picture is highly finiftfd, 
even in the parts the mofl incon- 
fiderable, but in one, or two 
places there is a little heavinefs 
of Hand ; The Drawing is firmly 
pronounc’d , and Sometimes , 

chiefly 
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. chiefly in the Faces, Hands, and 
Feet ’tis mark’d more than or- 
dinarily with the point of the 
Pencil. 

And (to fay All in one Word,) 
There is fuch a Grace, and Great- 
nefs fhines throughout that ’tis 
one of the molt defireable Pic- 
tures we have yet feen ; There is 
nothing to be Defired, or Ima- 
gined which it has not, nothing 
to be Added, or Omitted but 
would have diminifh’d its Excel- 
lency ; Unlefs we have leave to 
except thofe little particulars we 
have remarked, hardly worth men- 
tioning ; and whether we are in 
the Right in Thole is fubmitted 
to better Judgments. But there 
are a great many Beauties we 
have not mentioned, and fome 
that cannot be exprefled in 
Words, nor known without fee- 
N z ing 
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jpg the Picture. ■ And perhaps 
fome of Both kinds we have not 
penetration enough to obferve. 

*Tis hard to quit fo agreeable 
a Subject. Let us oblerve for the 
honour of Poujfin, and of- the 
Art, What a< Noble, andCotppre- 
henfive Thought! What Rich- 
upfs ! and Force of Imagination !• 
What a, Fund of Science, and 
Judgment ! What-, a, fine, and 
accurajte, Hand is, a^folgoely. ne~ 
cqfl^tp tp; t(}q prpducTion , pf fuel* 
^ W orlc! ! That -ty^', or three 
Stroaks of a, pencil. ^for.Ex-ampleJ 
as, ip, the Face rt jrgmte cdfr • ex- 
prefs a Character of Mind fo 
Hcongly, and figuificantly. ! 

We will only, - obferve further 
the, deferent; Idea given by the 
Pamt^q and the Poet. A Reader, 
pf. that thought Ids finely 
fhaiu P ; otiJjw would form in his. 

' Ima- 

* •> , i * 
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imagination a Picture, bur not 
Such a one as This. . He would 
fee a Man of a lefs Lovely, and 
Beautiful' Afpeft, Pale, and all 
cut, and* mangled,, his Body, and 7 
Garments fmear’d with Blood ; 
He would fee Erminia, not fudr 
a one as Poujfrf has : made Her ; 
and a thoufand to one With a* 
pair of Scifiars in her hand hut 
certainly not with > Wmcrtd^ 
Sword : i The two ; Arnoretto s 
would nevet enter into' his Mind : 
Hories lie would* fee; and let 
’em be the fined he had ever 
feerr they would' be lefs fine than* 
Thefiy and fo of the red. The 
Painter has made a finer Story 
than the Poet, tho^ his Readers 
were Equah to himfelf,. but with- * 
outi adl Comparifon much finer 
than it. can * appear; to the Gene- 
rality of them. And he has 

* " - » •■:*«* it 

more- 


Digitized by Google 



(• 94 ) 

moreover not only known how 
to make ufe of the Advantages 
This Art has over that of his 
Competitor , but in what it is 
Defective in the Comparifon he 
has fupply’d it with fuch Addrefs 
that one cannot but rejoyce in 
the Defect which occafion’d fuch 
3 Beautiful Expedient, 
r I conlefs we have not always 
Time, and Opportunity Thus to 
confider a PiAure, how Excellent 
feever it may be ; In Thofe Cafes 
Let hs not employ that Time we 
have in Amufing our f elves zvith 
the lefs conjiderable Incidents, but 
Remark upon the Principal Beau- 
ties, the Thought, Exprejfm, dec. 

Mr. Thornhill has lately 
brought from France another 
Picture no lefs worthy a parti- 
cular DilTertation than the for- 
mer, As will eafily be allowed, 

for 
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for ’tis of Annibale Caracci : Here 
( as it is for my prefent purpofe ) 
I will only obferve in ftiort upon 
what is mod Remarkable in this 
Surprizing . Pi&ure ; which has 
not been long out of my Mind 
fince the firft Moment that I faw 
it. 

The Subjedt of it is The Blef- 
fed Virgin as Frotedtreis of Bo- 
logna; As appears by the Pro- 
fpedt of that City at the bottom 
of the Pidhire under the Clouds 
on which Ihe is feated in Glory* 
encompafs’d with Cherubims , 
Boy- Angels* and others as ufually 
defcrib’d : But oh ! the Subli- 
mity of Expreflion ! What Dig- 
nity, and Devotion appears in 
the Virgin ! What Awful Regard \ 
What Love ! What Delight, and 
Complacency is in thefe Ange- 
lick Beings towards the Virgin- 

Mother 
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Mother of the Son of God ! The 
Afpe6t of the Chrifl is proper <to 
the Character he here fuftains ; 
He is now only to denote the 
Virgin^ as St. Jeromes Lyon, 
St. Johns Eagle, and the like,- 
He is not here as die Second 
Perfon in the Adorable Trinity ; 
The Virgin is the Only Principal 
Figure ; This is as it Were a Parc ' 
of Her, Whole Charaxfter is A- 
lone to be confider’d iii This 
Cafe ; And accordingly every 
thing contributes to raile It as 
much as poflible ; And That is 
done prodigiously. But as every 
thing elfe in the Picture is Ad- 
drefs’d towards. Her, She in the 
Humbled: , arid mod; Devout 
Manner lifts, up her Eyes towards 
the Invifible,-j. Supream Being; 
Directing qur Thoughts thither 
alfp, with like Humble, Pious^ 

and 
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and Devout Sentiments, If She 
to whom the Angels appear fo 
Vaftly Inferiour is in His Prefence 
but a poor Suppliant, What an 
Exalted Idea muft this give us of 
Him ! 

Angtlick Minds the nearefi to tty Self 
Thofe who conceive of Thee as far beyond 
Our low conceptions as the Eagles flight , 
Tranfcendt Our utmofl Stretchy Thefe See 
Thee not , 

Nor ca»ft Tbott be Hfccrn*d but by Tty felf 5 
What art Thou then as by Thy felf beheld* 
JuJI as Thou art ! Undoudedl Undiwinijtid ! 
In full Perfettm ! 0 the Joy Divine ! 
Ineffable i of that Enlightmd Mind 
Where this Idea Jhines Eternally 1 
The Noble ft, Lovelieft, and mofk Excellent } 
ThyMind Divine can pofftbly conceive l 
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# AN D S. 

tS*& 

N all the Works of Art 
there is to be confider’d, 
the Thought, and the 
Workmanfhip, or Man- 
ner of ExprelTing, or Executing 
that Thought. What Ideas the 
Artift had we can only Guefs at 
by what we fee, and confequent- 
ly cannot tell how far he has fal- 
len fhort, or perhaps by Accident 

Ex- 
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Exceeded them, But the Work 
like the Corporeal, and Material 
part of Man is apparent, and to 
be feen to the utmoft. _ Thus in 
the Art I am difeourfing upon, 
Every thing that is done is in pur- 
fuance of fome Ideas the Matter 
has, whether he can reach with 
his Hand, what his Mind has 
conceiv’d, • or no ; and this is 
true in every Part of Fainting. 
As for Invention, Expreflion, 
Difpofition , and Grace , and 
Greatnefs. Thefe every body 
mull fee direct us plainly to the 
Manner of Thinking, to the Idea 
the Painter had ; but even in 
Drawing, Colouring, and Hand- 
ling, in Thefe alfo are feen his 
Manner of Thinking upon thofe 
Subjedts, One may by Thefe guefs 
at his Ideas of what is in Nature, 
or what was to be wifh’d for, or 
Oz Cho- 
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Chofen at leaft. Ncverthelefs 
when the Idea, or Manner of 
Thinking jn a Picture or Draw* 
ing is oppofed to the Executive 
part, ’tis commonly underftood 
pf thefe four hrft mention’d, 
As the other 3 are imply d by its 
Pppofite. 

No two Men in the World 
Think, and A<5f alike, nor is it 
poflible they fhould, Becaufe Men 
fall into a way of Thinking, and 
A&ing from a Chain of Cauf^s 
which never Is, nor Can be the 
Same to different Men. This 
Difference is notorious, and feen 
by every one with refpetl to what 
is the Object of our Sencesy and 
’tis as Evident to our Reafon ; 
as it is that what I have align- 
ed as the Caufe of it is the 

* * • t a \ • 

true one. There are two In- 
stances that are very familiar, 

and 
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and well known, And thofe arc 
Our Voices, and Hand-Writing ; 
People of the fame Age * the 
fame Conftitution, and in feverai 
other particulars in the fame Cir* 
curtiftances for ought appears 
Common obfervation are yet as 
eafiiy diftinguifhed by their Voi- 
ces , as by any other Meines : 
And ’tis wonderful to Confider 
that in fo few Circumftances as 
what relates to the tone of the 
Voice there fhould be ( as there 
is ) an Infinite Variety fo as to 
produce the effe& I am fpeaking 
of. So in the other Cafe ; if ICO 
Boys learn of the fame Matter, 
at the fame time, yet fuch will 
be the difference in Other re- 
fpedts that their Hands fhall be 
dittinguifh’d even while they are 
at School, and more cattly after- 
wards ; and thus it wouM be if 
• * : iooo, 
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onably More, or Lefs apparent. 
Thus, Seme of the Manners of 
the Painters are as unlike one a- 
nother as Alcibiades, and tttr* 
fites \ Others are lefs remarkably 
Unlike, as the Generality of Mens 
faces are \ Some again have a 
Fraternal Refemblance ; and there 
are fame few which have That 
which is frequently found in 
Twins where the difference is hut 
juft difcernable. 

There are fucli Peculiarities in 


the turn of Thought, and Hand 
to be feen in Some of the Ma- 


ilers ( in Some of their Works 
efpecially^ that ’tis the eafieft 
thing in the World to know 
them at firft Sight ; fuch as Lea~ 
nardo da Vinci , Michelangelo 
Buonarotti , Giulia Romano , Mat- 
tip a Franco, Parmeggiano , Paolo 
Farinati, Cangiagio, Rubens , Ca- 
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fiiglione, and fome others ; And 
in the Divine Raff ae lie one ofrert 
fees fuch a Tranfcendent Excel- 
lence that cannot be found in any 
other Man, and afliires us this 
mutt be the Hand of him who 
was what Shakefpear calls Julius 
Gafar. c The foremoB Mari of all 
the World. 

There are feveral others, who 
by imitating other Matters, or 
being of the fame School, or 
from whatfoever other Cau(e have 
had ttich a Refembiance in their 
Manners as not to be fo eattly 
diftinguifh’d , ‘ffmoteo d’ ‘Vrhino, 
& Pellegrino da Modena , imitated 
Raffaeuey Cffare da Sefio , Leo- 
nardo da Vinci ; Scbidoney Lan- 
frartco, and others imitated Coreg- 
gioy ‘Tittaris firft Manner was a 
clofe imitation of that of Gior- 
gione Gio. Battifla Bertano 

P fob 
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followed his Mailer Giulto Ro- 
mano , The Sons ol Bajfano, aud 
thofe of PaJferotto imitated their 
Fathers, Romamno , Andrea Schia - 
<vone, and Giovanni Battifia Ze- 
lotti feverally imitated Titian, 
P armeggiano, and Paolo Veronese. 
Biaggio Bolognefe imitated fome- 
times Raffaele , and fometimes 
P armeggiano. Rubens was imi- 
tated by Abiaham Janfens , and 
Van-Djke by Long -John in Hif- 
' tory, and Gildenaifel in Portraits. 
Matham followed Giuffepino and 
Ciro Ferri Pietro da Cortona. 
There is a great Refemblance of 
the Manner of Michelangelo in 
fome of the Works of Andrea 
del Sarto, Greater in the hands 
of the two Z uccaroes ; and Great- 
er yet in Thofe of Maturmo , and 
Polydore. 

The 
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The reft of the Mafters are 
Generally of a Middle Glafs, not 
lb Eafily known as the Former, 
nor with fo much Difficulty as 
the Latter. 

There is but one Way to come 
to the Knowledge of Hands; 
And that is To furnifti our Minds 
with as Juft, and Compleat Ideas 
of the Mafters ( not as Men at 
large ; but meerly as Painters ) 
as we can : And in proportion 

as we do Thus we ftiali be good 
Connoiffeurs in This particular. 

For when we judge who is the 
Author of any Pi&ure, or Draw- 
ing, we do the fame thing as 
when we fay who fuch a Portrait 
refembles; In That cafe we find 
the Pibfure anfwers to the Idea 
we have laid up in our Minds of 
fuch a Face ; fo here we com- 
pare the work under confidera- 
P z tion 
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£ion with the Idea we have of the 
Manner of fuch a Mafter, and 
perceive the Similitude. 

And as we judge of the refem- 
blance of a Picture by the Idea 
We have of the Perfon whether 
Prefent, or Abfent, ( for we can- 
not fee both at the fame Inftant,) 
juft fo we do in the Prefent cafe, 
tho’ we compare that in queftion 
with one, or more works allowed 
to be of the fame Mafter, which 
We have before us at the fame 
time. 

Thefe Ideas of the feveral Ma ? 
ftefs are to be had from Hiftory, 
and from their Works. 

The Former of Thefe give us 
General Ideas of Thefe Great Men 
as to the Turn of their Minds, 
the Extent of their Capacity ; the 
Variations of their Styles, How 
their Chandlers were fingly, or 

as 
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as compar’d one with another, 

aV- 

And as the Description of a 
Pi&ure is a part of the Hiftory 
of the Mafter, a Copy, or a Print 
after fuch a one may be consi- 
der’d as a more Exa&, and Per- 
fect Defcription of it than can be 
given by Words ; Thefe are of 
great Advantage, in giving us an 
Idea of the Manner of Think- 
of that Mafter, and this in pro- 
portion as fuch a Print, or Copy 
happens to be. And there is 
One Advantage which Thefe 
have in This matter, which even 
the Works therofelves have not j 
And that is, In Thofe common- 
ly their Other Qualities divert, 
and divide our Attention, and 
perhaps Sometimes Byafs us in 
their favour throughout j As who 
that fees the Vaftnefs of Style, 
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and profound Skill in Defigning 
of Michelangelo ; Or the Fine 
Colouring, and Brave Pencil of 
Paolo Veronese can forbear being 
Prejudiced in favour of the Ex- 
travagance, and Indecorum of 
the One, and the Other’s Negled: 
of Hillory, and the Antique; 
whereas in Thefe what one fees 
of the Manner of Thinking of 
the Mailer one fees Naked, and 
without danger of being Preju- 
diced by any other Excellencies 
in the Work it felf. 

But ’tis on the Works Them- 
lelves we mull Chiefly, and Ul- 
timately depend, not only as 
Expofitors of the Hiftories of 
the Mailers, but as carrying us 
much further, principally by giv- 
ing us Ideas which no Words 
poflibly can, being fuch for which 
we have no Name, and which 

can- 
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cannot be communicated but by 
the things themfelves ; Nor pro- 
bably can even Thofe give You 
Exactly the fame I have, as I 
fhall not conceive as You do, 
tho’ we fee the thing, and con- 
fute it together at the fame In- 
ftant of time. 

Hiftory will inform us of fome 
Particulars which are Neceffary 
to be known, and which we 
could not learn from their 
Works, but with This Alone 
’twould be impoftible to be a 
Connoiffeur in Hands ; And what 
is worfe we fhall be frequently 
Mifled if we Truft too much to 
the Ideas we receive from thence. 
Hiftory, whether Written or Tra- 
ditional commonly gives us Ex- 
alted Characters of Great Men ; 
He of whom the Hiftorian treats 
is his Hero for That time, and 

’tis 
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’tis commonly fuch a ones Iri^ 
tention not to make a Juft, but 
a Fine Pi&ure of them ; To 
which our Own Prejudices in 
their favour do not a little con- 
tribute. By this means ’tis natu-* 
ral for us to imagine a Work in 
which we fee great Defers could 
not be of a Hand, of which we 
have fo favourable an Idea. ’Tis 
neceftary therefore to corre<5f 
This way of Thinking, and re- 
member that Great Men are' but 
Men ftill, and that there are De- 
grees, and Kinds of Excellence of 
which we may have an Idea, but 
to which the Greateft of Men 
could never arrive ; God has 
faid to every Man as to the O- 
cean, Hitherto (halt thou go , and 
no farther ; There are certain 
bounds fet to the moft Exalted 
among# Men beyond which they 

are 
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are upon the Level with the mod 
Inferiour : Nor can any Man 
Always do as he Somtimes can, 
nor even as he Generally does ; 
a notorious Fault, or more than 
one in a Work, nay in a fingle I 
Figure, is confident with a Juft 
Idea of Rajfaele himfelf, and 
chat in his Bedtime: Rajfaele 

indeed could not have made a 
Lame, Ill-proportioned Figure, 
or Limb \ that is ifhc had ta- 
ken Care, and did as well as he 
could but Rajfaele might be in 
Had, Negligent, or Forget him- 
felf y he might be Weary, Indis- 
pos’d, 01* out of Humour. Could 
the Inferiour Mader to whom 
the Work is to be attributed up- 
on account of thefe Faults be 
fuppofed capable of doing the 
ted ? If we had Seen an IntireWork 
of that Bad Kind could we have 

Q* be- 
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chfl Hand t hit did Ttort 

fe&ftd Itive^ane ilike'^K^^obS 
thiria; inxpjdftibn'il 
!qij S leafier V7& Defoendfi tharcr ItB 
Mbttii^ i tuRaffaeltu ffiiikb mom 
&J{Uy >dd i- like an* Inferior MM 
i^r ,c in certain Inftances^btbail 
ilicH aone could do like Raft 
J&eltfkb M? the reft. > ibA srl i3i 
~ Wi And i* rite Ideas i/#e lliavc? of 


Men frequently null siring in 
judging ’fr^dfli^Thende : ofpthdr 

t^oodftefsl the 7 fame 1 happens ini 
t^th<PKiftdsroft ihzvht Ij W>hca 
bhfe A i^^oftcffcth bf the'jGharae* 
ter bft 'M^^^^^( forlJ nftanee) 
l?Fite^^^ldVlm^iq<o^^iFgh- 
4h'd eve^go*^ beyond &faMj 
To as to a mixture vof *hs 
%vagc fallen bne>reads$ fudt 
J SAucotmt oft him\ as ^chisd 
lannsM mO ^,won> have 
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Je puis dire 

ayoir veu Michel 1’ 
Ange, bien qu a age 
de plus de foixante 
ansj & encore non 
de plus robuftes, a- 
battre plus d’efcail- 
les d’ un tref-dur 
marbre en un quart 
d’ hcure que trois 
jeunes tailleurs de 
pierre, n’eufTent peu 
faire en trois ou qua- 
tre, chofe prefqu’ in- 
croyable qui ne le 
verroit, & alloit d’ 
une telle impetuo- 
fite, & furie que je 
penlbis que tout 1* 
ouvrage deuft aller 
en peices, abbatant 
par terre d’ un feul 
coup de grofs mor- 
ceaux de trois ou 
quatre doigts d’ ef- 
poilfeur, fi ric a ric 
de fa marque que li’ 1 
euft pafle outre tant 
foit peu plus qu’il ne 
falloit, il y avoit dan- 
ger 


have put in the 
Margin ; (And 
which I was the 
more inclined 
to put there be- 
caufe ’tis Curi- 
ous, and gives 
one a more 
Lively Idea of 
the Man than I 
have found al- 
moft any where 
elfe,and is with- 
al little known) 
one finds it hard 
to conceive that 
fuch a one 
Drew very neat- 
ly, and Finifn’d 
very highly, 
and confc- 
quently Young 
Connoiffeues lia- 
Q.2. ving 
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ger de perdre tout, 
parceque cela ne fe 
peut plus reparer par 
apres, ny replafter 
comme les images 
d’ Argille , ou de 
Stuc. 

Annotations de Blaife 
de Vigenert fur lo 
Callifirate. 


ving This Idea 
of this great 
Mailer will not 
very readily 
believe fuch 
Drawings to be 
of him, and 
yet ’tis incon- 
teflable that he 


did make fuch very frequent- 
ly. 

Hiflory nevertbelefs has it’s 
Ufe in giving us Ideas of the 
Mailers in order to judge of 
their Hands, as has been feen al- 


ready in Part, and will further 
appear prefently ; but thefe Ideas 
mud be Corrected, Regulated, 
and Perfe&ed by the Works them- 
felves. 


A Pidlure or Drawing has fo 
many Particulars relating to it, 

fuch 
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fucli as the Style of Thinking, 
Manner of the Compofition, 
Way of Folding the Draperyes, 
Airs of Heads ; Handling of the 
Pen, Chalk, or Pencil; Colour- 
ing, that ’tis no difficult 
matter to fix upon fuch peculiari- 
ties of each Mafter in fome one, 
or more of thefe as to form a 
clear, and diftinft Idea of them : 
If they refemble one another in 
Some things, in Others the Dif- 
ference will be more apparent : 
The Colouring of feveral of the 
Matters of the Venetian School 
have been like one another, but 
4 Titians Ma jetty, Tint or et ' s Fierce- 
nefs, Bajfans Rufticity, Paolo 
Veronefes Magnificence, have 
eminently diftinguifh’d them : 
As do the particular fhapes of the 
Legs, and Fingers of Parmeggi- 

ano ) 
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ano ; the firmnefs of the Contours 
and vaftnefs ofStyleof Michelange- 
lo, the remarkable kind of Drapery, 
and Hair of Giulio , the Divine 
Airs of the Heads of Rajfaele 
and fo of the others: Every 
one of them have fomething 
whereby they are more efpecially 
known ; and which may be ob- 
ferv’d by converfing with their 
Works, but cannot "be exprefs’d 
by Words. 

In forming our Ideas of the 
Mafters on their Works Care 
muft be taken of fuch of them 
as have been Coppied, Wholly , or 
in Part from Other Matters', 
or are Imitations of them. A 
Connoijfeur therefore muft ob- 
serve howmuch is every Man’s 
Own, and what is not fo. Bat- 
till a Franco (for Example) drew 

from 
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ftska fchb Ariii<iju<g fc&dB Rafail*] 
9rftt$khahgdi\ [Polyd&rQ,;&cl) \Y pij 
fccthfijSttp^'mall&fi chfotfghpyjy 
cEhaftsib always his Own* | hut .the 
mofMaehirfcThinkirtg Cannot bq ip*: 
NM* isth# Handling! always rJ3i$ 
Intirely^becaufe he: lias Some- 
times imitated that of the Mafr 
ter he has Coppy’d;-»a$ when he 
has inJDrawing Coppy’d a Draw- 
ing/fflild;tiota Painting* r or the 
Antique : abuej neither is it then 
Inrirely that of him heCoppyqp, 
but (Partly i his O wri ? Thqfe , Qe r 
cafioiial Manners raiift- wot ma^e 
a>ipart ohipurddeas tf^hei Mas- 
ters* tunkfscDnfidet’d^! Such.- ^ 
'-ri^rot-tam.pleap Oift [Ideas of thp 
Mafeti n \ttsb c j mcefmy ft f fake in 
their i whole Lives*, and J to ^bferve 
their fbvenal Variatws, 
to i toe pojfkblyjcan* li,a 

ihfld knows any One Manner of 
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% Matter may judge \ well o i 
fhe Works he meets with in that 
Manner, but no farther. And 
the Mifchief is Men arc apt to 
confine their Ideas of the Matter 
to fo much only as they Know, 
or have Conceiv’d of him j fo 
that when any thing appears, 
different from That they atttj* 
Dute it to forne Other, or pro- 
nounce ’tis not of Hina ^ as % 
that fixes only upon th z Roman* 
Manner of Raffaelf will be apt 
to do by a W ork of his dome 
before he was gall’d to Rome Of 
ifhe builds his Ideas only on the 
Beft Works of that Great Man 
he will reje<tt the Others, and 
aforihe them tp forne Other ftan<j 
Kno\vn, orUnknpwn. 

There is none of die Matters 
but mull have had their Firtt*. 
their Middle, pd their Latter, 


Digitized by Google 


( *** t 

Times: Generally ('cho' not al- 
*%ays} their Beginnings have been 
Moderately Good, and rheir 
Tatter Works (when they hive 
happen’d to out-live themfelves, 
and to decays thro’ Age, or In- 
firmities}, are like what their 
Bodies then were, they have no 
more of their former Beauty, 
and Vigour. If they dy’d Ear- 
ly their Latter Time was Proba- 
bly the Beft j Michelangelo , Ti- 
tian, and Carlo Maratli , Liv’d, 
and Painted to a very Great 
Age ; Rajfaele u * ' 

Th opt from ifje Zenith like a falling Star , 

... * t * tt & 

[ Mil ton. 1 


•Other Men by Slow, and Eafy 
Steps advance in their Improve- 
ments : He flew from one De- 

i'tWilKyS iitf# ufrli. 

I gpg 


gree 


i Google 


Digitiz 


( 12 . 2 ) 


grce of Excellence to another 
with fuch a happy Vigour that 
every thing he did feem’d bet- 
ter than wliat he had done be- 
fore, and his Laft Works, the 
Cartons at Hamf ton-Court, and 
the famous Hillorv of the Trans- 
figuration are efteem’d to be 
his Bell. His firil manner when 
lie came out of the School of 
his Mailer, was like thofe of 
that Age, StifEJ and Dry; but 
he foon meliorated his Style by 
the Strength of his own fine Ge- 
nius and the light of the Works 
of other good Mailers of that 
time, in and about Florence, 
chiefly of Lionardo da Vinci ; 
and thus form’d a Second man- 
ner with which he went • to 
Rome. Here he Found, or Pro- 
cur’d whatever might contribute 
to his Improvement , he 


Digitized by Google 



( I2 3) ... 

faw great Variety of the Pre- 
cious Remains of Antiquity, and 
• employ’d feveral good Hands to 
Deiign all of tiiat kind in 
Greece, and elfewhere, as well 
as in Italy, of which he form’d 
a Rare Collection: Here he law 
the Works of Michelangelo whofe 
Style may be fa id to be rather 
Ciygantick, than Great, and which 
abundantly diftinguifh’d him 
from all the Mailers of that 
Age ; I know it has been de- 
puted whether Raffaele made 
any Advantage from feeing 
of the Worts of this great 
Sculptor, Architect, and Painter ; 
which tho’ ’twas (I believe^ in- 
tended as a Compliment to 
him feems to me to be di- 
rectly the contrary ; He was too 
Wife, and too Model! not to ferve 
R l him- 
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himfelf of whatfocver was wor* 
thy of his Confideration ; And 
that he did fo in this Cafe is 
Evident by a Drawing I have of 
his Hand, in which One fees 



ble Mind afpir’d to fomething 
beyond what the World had 
then to ihew, And he accom- 
plifh’d it in a Style, in which 
there is fuch a Judicious Mix- 
ture of the Antique, of the Mo- 
dern Tafle, and of Nature, to^ 
gether with his Own Admirable 
Ideas that it feems impoffible 
that any other could have been 
fo proper for the Works he was 
to do, and his Own, and Suc- 
ceeding times. What further 
, Views he might have had, and 
how much higher he would have 
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earry’d the Art had the Divine 
Providence (who to the honour 
of Humane Nature endued him 
with fuch Excellent Qualities ) 
thought fit to have lent him 
longer to the World that Divine 
Wiidom only knows, 

Jlle hie eft Raphael, thnuit quo fofp'tte 'vinci 
Kerwn magna parens, & moriente tnoti. 

Epitath by Card. Bemho. 

Thus Raffaele had three feve- 
tal Manners which are call’d his 
Perugino, his Florentine , and his 
Roman Manners ; In all which 
this Great Genius is evidently 
feeri. But having in the two 
former rais’d himfelf above all 
the Other Matters, the Compe- 
tition afterwards was only be- 
tween Raffaele to Day, and Raf- 
faele Yefterday. 

A 

/ 
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A great Variety is to be found 
in the Works of* the fame Men 
from Caufes as Natural as Youth, 
Maturity, and Old Age. Our 
Bodies, and Minds have their Ir- 
regular, and Seemingly Contin- 
gent Changes as well as thofe 
Stated, and Certain ones j fuch 
are Indifpofition, or Wearinefs, 
The Weather, the Seafon of the 
Year, Joy, and Gaiety, or Grief, 
Heaviness, or Vexation, all thefe, 
and a thoufand other Accidents 
influence our Works, and pro- 
duce a great Variety in them. 
Somtimes the Work it felf does 
not pleafe us as to the Kind of 
it, fomtimes it does not fucceed 
as we Endeavour it fhould ; This 
is for Thofe we Honour, and 
defire to Pleafe, for what reafons 
foever, That goes on 


heavily 

be? 
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being for Thofe who are Lefs 
Obliging, or Lefs capable of 
feeing, or being Touch’d with 
what we do for them. Some 
are done in hopes of Confidera- 
ble Recompence, Others without 
any fuch Profpeft. T'mtoret was 
particularly remarkable Tor un- 
dertaking all forts of Bulinefs, 
and at all Prices, and perform’d 
accordingly. 

The Nature of the Works 
they did make another Variety 
in the Hands of the Mailers. 
Parmggiano in his Drawings ap- 
pears to be a greater Man than 
one foes him in his Paintings, 
or Etch’d Prints. Polidore upon 
Paper, or in Chair o Scuro is one 
of the foremoll in the School 
of Raffaele , but give him Co- 
lours, and you remove him 

back 
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back many degrees. Battijid 
francos Drawings are exquisite- 
ly Fine, his Paintings Contempt- 
able j even Giulio Romano's Pen- 
cil inOyi has not the transcen- 
dent Merit of his Pen in Draw- 
ings, This has a Spirit, a Beau- 
ty, and Delicacy inimitable* 
That is comparatively Heavy, 
and Difagreeable, for the moft 
part, for I know of fome Ex- 
ceptions. The Subject alfo 
makes a vaft difference in the 
Works of thefe great Men ; Giu- 
lio Romano was fitter to paint the 
Birth of the Son of Saturn , than 
that of the Son of God j as Mi- 
chelangelo was better qualified to 
paint a Hercules, and Anteus, 
than the Laft Judgment; but 
Parmeggiano and Coreggio , who 
were Prodigies in all Subjeds 

that 


Digitized by Google 



(izp) 

lhat were Lovely, and Angelical 
would Have been almoft upon 
the level with Common Men in 
either of thofe other : a Holy 
Family of Raffaele is as the 
Work of an Angel of the High- 
eft Order, a Slaughter of the In- 
nocents of Him feems to be 
done by One of the Loweft. 

Tis no Unufual thin^ for 
Mafters to go from one Man- 
ner to Another that they like 
Better, whether to Imitate fome 
other Mafters, or Otherwife. 
Sfagnoletto fet but cjjst* finely** 
Imitating Corcggio with great 
Succefs, this Good Manner he 
forfook for that Terrible 
one he is fo well known by, 
and in whieh he continued to 
the laft. Giacomo Pontormo 
from a Good Italian Style fell 
S td 
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to imitating Albert Durer, Cau : 
Giacinto Brandi left his firft 
Caravaggio- Manner in which he 
was an excellent Matter, and ap- 
ply’d himfelf to it’s diredt Op- 
pottte, that of Guido, in which 
not fucceeding, he endeavour’d 
to return to his former way of 
Painting, but could never regain 
the Ground he had loft. Be- 
lides this, One Matter Imitates 
Another Occafionally, and Cop- 
pies their Works, or their Style 
at leaft to try Experiments, or 
to pleafe Themfeives, or Thofe 
that Employ them, or perhaps 
fometimes to Deceive, or for 
whatever other reafons. 

In Coppying tho’ never fo 
Servilely there will be fuch a 
Mixture^ of the Coppier . as . to 
make what is done a Different 
, ' . Man- 
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Manner; but ’tis very apparent- 
ly To when This is done by a 
Matter who Cannot, or Will not 
fo ftridtly confine himfelf. Some- 
times fuch a One Coppies as it 
were but in Parser' that is he 
takes the Thought of Another 
but keeps to his Own Manner of 
Executing it; This was frequent- 
ly done by Raffaele after the 
Antique, P armeggiano, and Rat- 
titta Franco Thus Coppied Raf- 
faele, and Michelangelo ; and fo 
Rubens Coppied Raffaele, Ti- 
tian, Pordonone, c.; of which 
I have many Inftancse. In thefe 
Cafes the Matter will be Evi- 
dently feen but being mix’d with 
the Idea of Other Men this 
Compound Work will be very 
different from one Intirely his 
Own. t ■ 1 ■ 

S z 


In 
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In Drawings one finds a great 
Variety, frcm their being Firft 
Thoughts, (which often are very 
Slight, but Spirituous Scrabbles) 
or more Advanced, or Finiih’d. 
So fome are done one Way, 
fome Another ; a Pen, Chalks, 
Wallies of all Colours ; height- 
ned with White, Wet, or Dry, 
or not Heightned. All , the 
jfvlafters have had the Firfi: Kind 
of Variety, tho’ Some more than 
Others there are few Finifti’d 


Works of Tttiano, Bajfano, 
< Ttntoretto> Baccio Bandindlt , Co- 
rzggiQ, j4mihalt Carded, and 
Others, I mean Few in propor- 
tion to the Number of the Draw- 
ings which we have of Them ; 
tynicli indeed mav be faid of 


them All, tho’ of thole J have 
nam’d more particularly, But of 
* ‘ ' ' ! Rubens, 
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Rubens, Giufeppino , Paolo Fart - 
Tktfo, Primaficcio, Michelangelo , 
Lionardo da Vinci Many luclt 
are feen, Biaggio Bolognefe rarely 
made any other. And of Par - 
meggiano , Battitta Franco , 
r/#0 Polidoro , Giulio 

Romano , Andrea del Sarto , and 
even of Raffaele himfelf orufre- 
_quently fees Finifli’d Drawings. 
As for the Latter Kind of Va- 
riety ’tis to be found chiefly in 
Raffaele , Poltdoro , and Par meg- 
giano ; whereas Michelangelo, Bac- 
cio Bandinelli , Biaggio Bolognefe , 
Giulio Romano, Battifla Franco , 
Paolo Farinato, Cangiagio, Paf 
ferotto, and the two Zuccaros kept 
generally to the fame Manner ; 
and (ome of them are very re- 
markable for it. 

i .* • ' 4 r - * * ? 


There 
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There are Inftances (Laftly) 
of fome whofe Manners have 
been chang’d by’ fome Unlucky 
Circumftances. Poor Annibale 
Caracci / He funk at once, his 
great Spirit was fubdu’d by the 
Barbarous Ufage of Cardinal Far- 
nefe , who fora Work which will 
be one of the Principal Orna- 
ments of Rome fo long as the 
Palace : of that Name remains, 
which coft that vafl Genius ma- 
ny years Inceffant Study, and 
Application, and which he had 
all poflible reafon to hope would 
have been rewarded in fuch a 
Manner as to have made him 
Eafy the Remainder of his Life: 
For This Work that Infamous 
Ecclefiaftick paid him as if he 
had been an Ordinary Mecha- 
nick. After this he liv’d not 

long 
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long, Painted but little, * and 
that in no degree equal to whar 
he had done before 

# - * * v 

Why couldjl thou not 0 Annibale fiuflain 
Thy Odious Wrongs with generous difidain? 

Why fink beneath their weight that Future 

( times 

Might do Tfjee Right , and cur fie his Purpled 

( Crimes ? 

Unhappy Man 1 how great thy Venues') 

{werelC^ 

Oh that thou hadfi had Fortitude to bear ( 
The Ills that Fate allotted to thy Share : 3 
Vain Wijh[ for Fate allotted too thy fall, ) 
Fate uncontrolable that governs all j \ 

Or Fate , or what we Providence mayC 

{call. J 

Elfie other Thoughts had fill'd thy lab'ring 

(M indy 

Thoughts to the World, and toThyfielf more 

{kind: 

Tranficendent was thy Art ■, no reafion why 

Becaufie ’ twas unrewarded it mufi dye: 

-• ' v In- 
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Injur'd thou wert } But why muji Annibale , 1 

Why He, and not the Guilty Prelate fall ? 

Guido Reni from a Prince-like 
affluence of Fortune# (the Juft 
Reward of his Angelick WorksJ 
fell to a Condition like that of 
a Hired Servant to one who fup- 
ply’d him with Money for what 
he did at a fix’d rate, and That 
by his being Bewitch’d with a 
Pafflon for Gaming, whereby he 
loft vaft Summs of Money, and 
even what he Got in this his 
State of Servitude by Day, he 
commonly Loft at Night; nor 
could he ever be cur’d of this 
Curfed Madnefs. Thofe of his 
Works therefore which he did in 
thisUnhappy part of his Life may 
eafily be conceiv’d to be in a 
different Style from what he 

did 
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did before, which in feme things* 
that is in the Airs of his heads 
(in the Gracious Kind) had a 
Delicacy in them peculiar to 
Himfelf, and almoft more than 
Humane. But I mud not mul- 
tiply Indanccs. Parmeggiano is 
one that alone takes in all rhe fe- 
Veral kinds of Variation, One 
fees (in his Drawings ) all the le- 
veral Manners of Handling, Pen, 
Red Chalk, Black Chalk, Walk- 
ing, with, and without Heighten- 
ing ; on all Colour'd Papers, and 
in all the Degrees of Goodnefs, 
from the lowed of the Indiffe- 
rent up to the Sublime ; 1 can 
produce Evident Proofs of this 
in lo eafy a Gradation that one 
cannot deny but that he that did 
This, might do That, and very 
probably did fo ; And thus one 
T may 
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may Afcend, and Defcend, like 
the Angels on Jacob's Ladder 
whole Foot was upon the Earth, 
but its top reach’d to Heaven. 

And this Great Man had his 
Unlucky Circumftance, he became 
Mad after the Philofopher’s 
Stone, and did but very little in 
Painting, or Drawing afterwards ; 
Judge what that was, and whe- 
ther there was not an alteration 
of Style from what he had done 
before this Devil polTels’d him. 
His Creditors endeavour'd to Ex- 
orcife him, and did him fome 
Good, for he fet himlelf to 
Woik again in his Own Way \ 
But if a Drawing I have of him 
of a Lucrctia be That he made 
for his Laft Picture, as it proba- 
bly is (Safari fays That was the 
Subject of it,) ’tis an Evident 

proof 
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proof* his Decay, ’tis Good in- 
deed, bur it wants much of the 
Delicacy which is commonly 
feen in his Works, And fo I al- 
ways thought before I knew, or 
Imagin’d it to be done in this his 
Ebb of Genius. 

Thus it is evident that to be 
Good Connoijfeurs in Judging of 
Hands we muft extend our 
Thoughts to all the Parts of the 
Lives,andtoallthe Circumftances 
of the Mailers ; to the Various 
Kinds, and Degrees of Goodnels of 
their Works, and not confine our 
felves to One Manner only, and 
a Certain Excellency found only 
in Some things they have done, 
upon which Some have form’d 
their Ideas of thofe Extraordina- 
ry Men, but very Narrow, and 
Imperfeft Ones. 

T l Great 
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Great Care mu ft be taken as 
to the Genuine fs of the Works on 
which we form our Ideas of the 
Mafters ,for abundance of things 
are attributed to Them, chiefly 
toThofe that are moft Famous 
which They never faw. 

If two, or more confiderable 
Mafters refemble each other, the 
moft Confiderable ufually Fa- 
thers the Works of them both: 
Thus j4mibak has the Honour, 
or the Difgrace of much of what 
was done by Lodovico, or .Ago fit- 
no Caracci } and many of our 
Carlo Marattis are of Giufcp- 
pe Chiari , or fome Other of 
his Schollars; a Coppy, or an 
Imitation of a Great Man, or 
even the Work of an Obfcure 
hand that has any Similitude to 
His, is prenfently of Him. Nay 

Fixtures, 
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Pictures, or Drawings are fre- 
quently Chriflned (as they call it) 
Arbitrarily, or Ignorantly, as A- 
varice, Vanity, or Caprice has 
directed. I believe there are few 
Collections without Inltances of 
thefe Mif-named Works, Some 
that I have feen are Notorious 
for it. Nor do I pretend that my 
Own has not Some few on whicn 
I would not have the lealt depen- 
dance in forming an Idea of the 
Mailers whofc Names they bear. 
They are as I found them, and 
may be Rightly Ckriftned for 
ought I know ; I leave the Mat- 
ter as Doubtfull, in Hopes of 
Future Dilcoveries; But a Name 
I Know, or Believe to be Wrong 
I never fuflfer to remain, I either 
expunge it, and leave the Work 
without Any, Or give it Rich as 
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I am Allured, or have Proba- 
ble Arguments to Believe is 
Right. 

It cannot be deny'd but that 
This is a confiderable Difcourage- 
ment to one that is delirous to 
be a Connoijfeur , not much Un- 
like That which perplexes fome 
Good People when they refled 
upon the many Contrary Opini- 
ons pretended to be or Divine 
Authority. But as in That Cafe 
there are certain Fundamental, 
Self-Evident, or Dcmonftrable 
principles, or fuch whole Autho- 
rity is fufliciently eflablifh’d by 
Rational Arguments, to which 
Principles a Man may always 
have recourfe, and by compa- 
ring Dodrines pretended to be 
from God with Thele be able to 
judge for Himfelf of the Truth 

of 
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of fuch Pretences : So here there 
are certain Pitfiures, and Draw- 
ings of feveral of the Matters, 
chiefly of the moft Confiderable 
ones, that a Beginner in the bu- 
finefs of a Connoijfeur will find 
at his firft fetting out, and al- 
ways meet with in his Way that 
will ferve him as Safe, and Suffi- 
cient Guides in This Affair. 

. Such are Thofe whofe Genui- 
nefs is abundantly eftablifhed 
by Hiftory, Tradition, and Uni- 
verfal Confent ; As the Works 
of Raffaele in the Vatican, and 
at Hampton-Court ; Thofe of 
Coreggio in the Cupolla at Par- 
ma, of ^Annibale Caracci in the 
Gallery of Farnefe at Rome ; of 
Van-Dyck in many Families in 
England ', and a great many more 
of Thefe, and Other Matters all 
over Europe. The 
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The Defcriptions of Works ill 
Vafari , Cinelli and other WrK 
ters, or the Prints extant of them 
prove abundance of Pictures, 
and Drawings to be Genuine, Sup- 
pofing them not to be Coppies ; 
which their Excellency may be 
as Certain a Proof of to a Good 
Judge of That, and Propor- 
tionably to one that is Lefs Ad- 
vanced in That branch of Sci- 
ence. 

The General Confent of Con- 
noijfeurs is what I believe will be 
allow’d to be Sufficient to conff i- 
tute a Picture, or a Drawing to be 
a Guide in this Cafe. 

Many Mailers have fomething 
fo Remarkable, and Peculiar that 
their Manner in General is foon 
known, and the Beft in Thefe 
Kinds fufficiently appear to be 

Gc- 
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Genuine fo that a Ybring Con- 
noijfeur can be iri no Doubt con- 
cerning Them. 

Now tho* Tome Mailers differ 
exceedingly from Themfelves, 
yet in Ail there is fomthing of 
the fame Man ; As in all the 
Stages of our Lives there is a 
General Refemblance ; fomthing 
of the fame Traits are feen iri 
our Old Faces as we had in our 
Youth ; When We have fix’d a 
few of the Works of the Mailers 
as Genuine, Thefe will Direct us 
in the Difeovery of Others, with 
Greater, or Idler degrees of Pro- 
bability as the Similitude be- 
twixt Them, and Thofe already 
allow’d to be Genuine happens 
tro be. 

Art Idea of the moll Confide- 
fable Mailers who have had a 
U great 
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great Variety in them may be 
loon gotten as to their moll 
Common Manner, and General 
Character, which by feeing Pi- 
ctures, and Drawings, with Care, 
and Obfervation will be Im- 
prov’d, and Enlarg’d perpetual- 

ly- 

And there are Some Mailers 
who when you have feen two or 
three of their Works will be 
known again eafdy, having had 
but very little Variety in the 
Manners, or Som thing fo pe- 
culiar throughout as to difeover 
them immediately. 

As for Oblcure Mailers, or 
thofe whofe Works are little 
known ’tis impoflible to have 
any juft Idea of Them, and con- 
fequently to know to whom to 
attribute a Work of their hands 

when 
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when we happen to meet with 
them. 

When zve are at a lofs, and 
know not to what Hand to attri- 
bute a Pifiure, or Drawing it is ' 
of ufe to confider of zvhat Hge, 
and zohat School it Prohallj is ; 
This will reduce the Enquiry in- 
to a Narrow Compafs, and of- 
tentimes lead us to the Matter 
we are feeking for. So that be- 
fides the Hiftory of the Particu- 
lar Matters, which (as has been 
feen already) is necetfary to be 
known by every one that would 
be Connoijfeurs in Hands ; The 
General One of the Art, and the 
Characters of the feveral Schools 
is fo too. Of the Firft I have 
occafionally given fome few 
Touches throughout This, and 
my Former Book ; Of the other 
U 2 I 
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I fliall make Light Sketches in 
the 2 d Part of This, referring 
ygu for the Whole to the Ac- 
counts at large in the Authors 
Fho have profeflfedly treated ori 
Thofe Subjects. 

He that would he ^ Good 
Pormoijfeur in Hands mull know 
how to Diftinguifh Clearly, and 
Readily, not only betwixt One 
thing, and Another, bnt when 
two Different things nearly Re. 
femble, for This he will very 
Often have occafion to do, as ’tis 
pfy to obferve by what has been 
laid already. But I lhall have a 
further occafion to enlarge oh 
this particular, 

Laftly , To attain that branch of 
Science of which 1 have been treat- 
ing a Particular application toThat 
yexj thing is requijite. A Man may 

be 
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be a Good Painter, and a Good 
Connoiffeur as to the Merit of a 
Figure, or Drawing, and may 
have fecn all the Fine ones in 
the World, and not know any 
thing of This Matter ; *Tis a 
thing intirely diftind from all 
Thele Qualifications, and requires 
a Turn of Thought accordingly. 



O F 
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ORIGINALS 

AND 

COPPIES. 


L L that is done in 
Pidure is done by In- 
vention ; Or from the 
Life ; Or from another 
Pidure ; Or Laitly ’tis a Gom- 
pofition of One, or More of 
thcfe. 

The 
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The term Picture I here un- 
derftand at large as fignifying a 
Painting, Drawing, Graving, 

Perhaps nothing that is done 
is Properly, and Stri&ly Inven- 
tion, but derived from fomthing 
already feen, tho’ fomtimes 
Compounded, and jumbled into 
Forms which Nature never produ- 
ced : Thefe Images laid up in 
our Minds are die Patterns by' 
which we Work when we do 
what is Paid to be done by In- 
vention ; juft *as when we follow 
Nature before our eyes, the on- 
ly difference being that, in • the 
Latter cafe thefe Ideas are frefti 
taken in, and immediately made 
ufe of, in the other they have been 
repofited there, and- are lefi 
Clear, and Lively. • .. : \ 


So 
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So That is faid to be done by 
the Life which is done the thing 
intended to be reprefented be- 
ing fet before us, tho* we neither 
follow it Intirely, nor intend fo 
to do, but Add, or Retrench by 
the help of preconceiv’d Ideas 
of a Beauty, and Perfection we 
imagine Nature is capable of, 
tho’ ’tis Rarely, or Never found. 

Wes* fay a Picture is done by 
the Lite as well when the ObjeCf 
reprefented is a thing Inanimate; 
as when ’tis an Animal 3 and 
the work of Art, as well' as Na- 
ture 3 But then for DiftinCtion 
the term Still-Life is made 
ufe of as occafion requires. 

A Copy is the Repetition of a 
Work already done when the 
Artift endeavours to follow 
That 3 As he that Works by In- 
' vention; 


t 
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vention, or the Life endeavour- 
ing to Coppy Nature, feen, or 
Conceived makes an Original. 

Thus not only That is an Ori- 
ginal Painting that is done by In- 
vention, or the Life Imediatly; 
but That is fo too which is done 
by a Drawing, or Sketch fo done ; 
That Drawing, or Sketch not 
being Ultimately intended to be 
followed, but uled only as a 
help towards the better imitation 
of Nature, whether Prefent, or 
Abfent. 

And tho’ this Drawing, or 
Sketch is Thus ufed by Another 
hand than that by which ’tis 
made, what is fo done cannot be 
faid to be a Copy : the Thought 
indeed is partly borrowed, but 
the Work is Original. 

For the fame reafon if a Figure 
be made after Another, and aker- 
X wards 
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wards gone over by Invention, 
or the Life, not followingThat,but 
endeavouring to improve upon 
it, it Thus becomes an Original 

But if a Pidhire, or Drawing 
be Coppy’d, and the Manner of 
Handling be imitated, tho’ with 
fome liberty fo as not to follow 
every Stroak, and Touch itceafes 
not to be a Coppy ; as that is 
truly a Tranflation where the 
Sence is kept tho’ it be not ex- 
actly Literal. 

If a Larger Pidure be Goppied 
tho’ in Little, and what was 
done in Oyl is imitated with Wa- 
ter-colours, or Crayons, that 
firft Pidfure being Only endea- 
vour’d to be follow’d as dole 
as poilible with Thofe Ma- 
terials, and in thofe Dimentions, 
This is as truly a Coppy as if it 
were done as Large, and in the 

fame 
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fame Manner as the Original. 

There are fome Pictures, and 
Drawings which are neither Cop- 
pies, nor Originals, as being 
partly One, ancl partly t’other. 
If in a Hiflory, or large Com- 
pofition, or even a Single Figure, 
a Face, or more is incerted, Cop- 
pied from what has been done 
from the Life, fuch Pidhire is 
not intirely Original. Neither 
is that So, nor Intirely Coppy 
where the Whole Thought is 
taken, but the Manner of the 
Coppier ufed as to the Colour- 
ing, and Flandling. A Coppy 
Retouch’d in Some places by In- 
vention, or the Life is of this 
Equivocal kind. I have feveral 
Drawings firft coppied after Old 
Matters, (G/W/o Romano for exam* 
pie,) and then Heighthed, and en- 
X z deavour’d 
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deavour’d to be improved by 
Ru'oens ; So far as His hand has 
orone is therefoic Original, the 
reft remains pure Coppy. But 
when he has thus wrought upon 
Original Drawings fof which I 
have alfo many Inft an ces,) the 
Drawing loofes not its firft De- 
nomination, ’tis an Original ftill, 
made by two feveral Mafters. 

The Ideas of Better, and Worfe 
are generally attached to the 
Terms Original, and Coppy ; 
£nd that with good reafon ; not 
only becaufe Coppies are ufually 
made by Inferiour Hands ; but 
becaufe tho* he that makes the 
Coppy is as Good, or even a 
Better Mafter than he that made 
the Original whatever may hap- 
pen Rarely, and by Accident, 
Ordinarily the Coppy will fall 
Ihort : Our Hands cannot reach 

what 
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what our Minds have conceiv’d ; 
’tis God alone whofe works an- 
fwer to his Ideas. In making 
an Original our Ideas are taken 
from Nature ; which the Works 
of Art cannot equal: When 
we Coppy ’tis thefe Defedive 
Works of Art we take our Ideas 
from ; Thofe are the utmoft we 
endeavour to arrive at ; and 
thefe lower Ideas too our Hands 
foil of executing perfedly : An 
Original is the Eccho of the 
Voice of Nature, a Coppy is 
the Eccho of that Eccho. More- 
over, tho’ the Mafter that Cop- 
pies be Equal in General to 
him whofe work he follows, yet 
in the Particular Manner of that 
Mafter he is to imitate he may 
not : Van-Dyck (Tor Example) 
might have as fine a Pencil as 
Coreggio ; Parmeggiano might 

handle 
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handle a Pen, or Chalk as well 
as Rajfacie ; but Van-Dyck , was 
not fo Excellent in the Manner 
of Careggia, nor Parmeggiano in 
that otRajfaele as they Them- 
fclves were : Lafiiy, In making 
an Original we have a Vaft La- 
titude as to the Handling, Co- 
louring, Drawing, Expreflion,^ c. 
m Coppying we are Confin’d ; 
Confequently a Coppy cannot 
have the Freedom, and Spirit of 
an Original ; fo that tho’ he that 
made the Original Coppics his 
O wn Work it can not be expected 
it fliouidbe as well. 

But tho' it be Generally true 
tliat a Coppy is Inferiour to an 
Original it may fo happen 
that it may be Better ; As when 
the Coppy is done by a much 
Better hand : ; an Excellent Mailer 
can no more fink down to the 

Bad- 
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Badnefs of fomc Works than the 
Author of fuch can rife to the 
Other’s Excellence. A Coppy of 
a very Good Pidture is preferra- 
ble to an Indifferent Original \ 
for There the Invention is feen 
almoft Intire, and a great deal 
of the Expreffion, ana Difpofi- 
tion, and many times good Hints 
of the Colouring, Drawing, and 
other Qualities. An Indifferent 
Original has nothing that is Ex- 
cellent, nothing that touches, 
which fuch a Coppy I am fpeak- 
ing of Has, and that in propor- 
tion to its Goodnefs as a Cop- 


py- 

When we confider a Picture 
or a Drawing, and the Queftion 
is whether ’tis a Coppy, or an 
Original the State of that Que- 
ftion will be 

I. In thofe very Terms. 

II. Is 
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II. Is this of fuch a Hand, or 
after him ? 

III. Is fuch a Work, feen to 
be of fuch a M after, Originally of 
Him, or a Coppy after fome 
Other ? 

Laftly, Is it done by This 
Mafter from the Life, or Inven- 
tion ? or Coppy’d after fome 
Other Picture of his Own ? 

In the Firft of thefe Cafes nei- 
ther the Hand, nor the Idea is 
known ; In the Second the Idea 
is fuppos’d to be fo, but not 
the Hand ; In the Third the 
Hand is known, but not the Idea, 
and in the Laft both the Hand, 
and the Idea is known, but not 
whether ’tis Original, or Cop- 

py- 

There are certain Arguments 
made ufe of in determining up- 
on one, or more of thefe Que- 

ftions 
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Ilions which arc to be rejected ; If 
there are two Pi&ures of the fame 
Subject, the fame Number of Fi- 
gures, the fame Attitudes, Colours, 
& c. it will by no means follow 
that One is a Goppy ; for the 
Mailers have frequently repeated 
their Works either to pleafe 
Themfelves, or Other people, 
who feeing, and liking One have 
delired Another like it. Some 
have fancied the Great Mailers 
made no Finifh’d Drawings, as 
not having Time, or Patience 
fuflicient, and therefore pro- 
nounce all Such to be Coppies ; I 
will not oppofe this Falle Rea- 
foning by lomthing in the Same 
way, tho’ I might ; (I hate Ar- 
guments ad hominvm , becaufe if 
I difpute ’tis not for Vidlory but 
Truth) but let the Drawing have 
the Other Good Properties of ail 
Original Thofe will be Arjgu- 
Y mcnts 
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mcnts in it's foyojnr which the Fi- 
mfhing cannot Overthrow, or fo- 
much as Weaken, Not will the 
lumbers of pavings which we 
haye here \n Bglmd, which ate 
attributed t# RaffdeU, or any q- 
ther Mailer b^ any Arguments 
not only againil the Originality 
of any One of them in particular 
('for that for certain it cannot be) 
no, nor even that Some of them 
mull be Coppies. That; thefe 
Great men made va,ll Numbers 
of Drawings is certain, and. often- 
times many for the fame > 
And that they are hardly to be 
found in Italy b nothing to the 
purpofe ; the Riches of England, 
Holland , France, and. other Coun- 
tries of Europe may well be fup- 
pofed to have drawn away Gy 
much, the greateft Number of 
what Curiofities could be had. 
But I haye no Inclination to dwell, 

upon 
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upon fu'ch a poor, and low w&y 
of Atguing, and fo Unworthy of 
a Connoijfcnr ; Let us judge from 
the things Themfelves, and what 
we See, arid Know, and Thus Ori- 

I. There are fbme Pictures, and 
Drawings which art feen to be O- 
tiginals, did’ the Hand, and Man- 
ner df Thirikihg are tieither of 
them known, and that by theSpirit, 
arid Freedorn of them : which 
forhtifhes appears to fuch a de- 
gree as to Allure ti$ ’tis impoffible 
they ihould be Coppies. Brit We 
tannbf fay on the contrary when 
We fee a Tame, Heavy Handling 
that ’tis not Original meerly upon 
That account, becaufe there have 
been hiariy Bad Originals, and 
fdmc Good Maftbrs have fallen 
into a Feeblenefs of Hand, efpe- 
cially in their Old Age. 

Somtimes there appears fuch a 
Y z Na- 
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Nature, together lomuch Liberty 
that this is a further evidence of 
the Originallity of fuch Works. 

There is Another, and a more 
Mafterly way of judging, and that 
is by comparing the Unknown 
Hand, and Manner of Thinking 
one with another. The Invention, 
and Difpofition of the Farts in a 
Coppy,andSome of theExpreflion 
always remains, and are the fame as 
in the Original ; Let Thefe be 
compar’d with the Airs of the 
Heads, the Grace, and Greatnefs, 
the Drawing, and Handling ; if 
Thefe be all of a piece, and fuch as 
we can believe All may be the 
Work of the fame perfon ’tis pro- 
bable ’tis an Original, at lead we 
cannot pronounce it to be Other- 
wife. But if we fee a Wife, and In- 
genious Invention, a judicious 
Difpofition, but want of Harmo- 
ny; Graceful, and Noble Adfions, 

but 
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but 111 perform’d, filly Airs of 
Heads, Bad Drawing, a Low Taft 
of Colouring, and a Timerous, or 
Heavy Hand, This we may be Afi 
fured is a Coppy in a degree pro- 
portionable to the difference we 
lee in the Head, and Hand that 
contributed to the production of 
this Linfey Woolf ey performance. 

II. To know whether a Picture, 
or Drawing be of the Hand of 
fuch a Mafter, or After him One 
muft be fo well acquainted with 
the Hand of that Mafter as to be 
able to diftinguifh what is Genu- 
ine, from what is not fo; The 
Belt Counterfeiter of Hands can- 
not do it fo well as to deceive a 
good Connoijfeur ; the Handling, 
the Colouring, the Drawing the 
Airs of Heads, Some, nay All of 
thefe difcover the Author ; More, 
or Lefs Eafily however as the 
Manner of the Mafter happens 

to 
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to be j What is highly Finiflied 
( for Example) is more eafily Imi- 
tated than what is Loofe, and 
Free. 

Ti$ impoflible for any one to 
transform himfelf imediatly, and 
become exactly Another Man ; a 
hand that has been always moving 
in a certain manner caniiot at Ortce, 
or by a few Occafional Effays get 
into a different kind of motion, 
and be as Perfect at it as he that 
practices it continually : ’Tis the 
fame in Colouring, and Drawing ; 
they are as impoitible to be Coun- 
terfeited as the Handling : Every 
Man will Naturally, and Una- 
voidably mix Somthing of Him- 
felf in all he doeS if he Copt ►ids 
with any degree Of Liberty : If he 
attempts to follow his Original 
Servilely, and Exa6t!y, That can- 
rrOt buthave a Stiffnefs Which will 
cafdy diftinguifh what is So done 
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from what is perform’d Natural- 
ly, Eafiiy, and without Reftrainr. 

I have perhaps one of the 
greateft Curiofities of This kind 
that can. be feen, becaufe I have 
both the Coppy, and the Origi- 
nal ; both ate of Great Mailers, 
the Coppier was moreover the 
Difciple of him he endeavour’d 
to Imitate, and had Accuftom’d 
hjmfelf to do fo, for I have leve- 
ral Inftances of it, which I am 
very certain of tho’ I have not 
feen the Originals. Michelangelo 
made That I am now fpeaking 
of, and which I Joyfully purcha- 
fed lately of one that had juft 
brought it from Abroad ; ’tis a 
Drawing widi a Pen upon a large 
hall Iheet, andconliftsof j Stan- 
ding Figures : die Coppy is of 
Battifia Franco, and which I have, 
had feveral years, and always 
judg’d it to be what I Now find 

it 
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it is. Tis an amazing thing to fee? 
how Exactly the Meafures are fol- 
low’d for it does not appear to 
have been done by any other 
help than the Corredtnels of the 
Eye, if it has been trac’d offj or 
meafur’d throughout ’tis as 
ftrange that the Liberty fhould 
be preferv’d that is feen in it ; 
Battifia has alio been exa<ft in 
following every ftroak, even what 
is purely Accidental, and without 
any meaning ; fo that one would 
think he endeavour’d to make as 
juft a Coppy as poftible, both as 
to the Freedom, and Exacftnefs. 
But Himfelf is feen throughout 
moft apparently : as great a Ma- 
fter as he was he could no more 
Counterfeit the Vigorous, Blunt 
pen of Michelangelo, and that 
Terrible Fire that is always feen in 
Flim than Ire could have manag’d 
the Club of Hercules . 

I 
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I am well aware of the Objection 
that will be made to what I am 
laying founded upon the Inftan- 
ces of Coppies that have deceiv’d 
very Good Painters \dio have 
judg’d them to be of the Hands 
they were only Counterfeits of, 
and even when Thefe Hands have 
been their Own ; To which I an- 
fwer, 

i. A Man may be a very good 
Painter, and not a good Connoijfe- 
ur in This particular. To know, 
and diftlnguiih Hands, and to be 
able to make a good Pidture are 
very different Qualifications, and 
require a very different Turn of 
Thought, and both a particular 
Application. 

z. ’Tis probable thofe that 
have been Thus miftaken have 
been too precipitate in givingth^ir 
Judgments ; and not having any 
roiibt upcn the Matter have pro- 
Z nounced 
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mounted without ; much Exami- 
nation. *. . . .7 ; 

Laftly, Admitting it to be true 
that there have been Inftances, of 
Cop pies of This kind not poftible 
to be detected bv die Ableft Con- 
nviffcursi ( 'which however l do not 
believe) yet This mull needs hap- 
pen fb very Rarely that thfe Gene- 
ral Rule will however fubfifl. 

III. The next Queftion tP be 
fpoken to is, Whether a Work feen 
to be of fuch aM after is Origi- 
nally of Him, or a Coppy after 
fome Other-. . <• 

, And here the fir ft Enquiry will 
be Whether, as we fee the Hand 
. of fuch Mafter in the Picture, or 
Drawing before us His Idea is al- 
, lb in it : And if it be judg’d the 
Thought is , Not Originally ot 
; Him we muft further Enquiie 
*. Whether he who did the Work 
- .under confideration endeavour’d 
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to follow that Other Mailer as 
well as he could, fo as to make 
what he did properly a Coppy ; 
Or took fuch a Liberty as riwt his 
Work thereby becomes an Origi- 
nal. • . • r r.. r/-> 

This mixture, :the Hand of 
One, and the Idea of Another is 
very frequently fcen in the Works 
of Some of the greatett Matters. 
Rajfaele has much of the Antique 
in his, not only Imitations, but 
Co ppies. P armeggiano, and Bat- 
tista Franco drew after Rajfaele, 
and Michelangelo ; and the Latter 
made abundance of Drawings 
from the Antique having had an 
Intention to Etch a Book of that 
kind. Rubens drew very much 
from Other Matters, especially 
from Rajfaele ; aim oft all that Bi- 
aggio Bolognefe did was Borrowed 
from Rajfaele,- or P armeggiano, # 
' or Imitations of their way of 
Z Z Think- 
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Thinking. But this mixture is 
Rarely, or Never feen in Leonardo 
da Vinci , Michelangelo, Coreggio, 
and Others : Giulio Romano, and 
much more Polidore had fo im- 
bib’d the Taft of the Ancients as 
to Think much in their Way,tho’ 
eafily to be diftinguilh’d however. 
It would be too tedious to be 
more particular ; Thofe who ac- 
quaint themfelves throughly with 
the Works of thefe Great men 
will furnifh themfelves with Ob- 
fervations of This kind fuffici- 
ent for their purpofe : And This 
he that would judge in the pre- 
fent Cafe muft do ; for ’tis obvi- 
ous the only way to know Whether 
the Idea, and the Hand are of 
the fame Mafter, is by being a 
good Connoijfeur with relation to 
the Hands, and Ideas of the Ma- 
ilers. And then to know Whether 
the Work ought to be conlkler’d 
. . , as 
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as an Original, or not, he mull 
clearly conceive what are the juft 
Definitions of a Coppy, and an 
Original, as diftinguiih’d from 
eath other. 

IV. Coppies made by a Ma- 
iler after nis Own Work are dif- 
coverable by being well acquain- 
ted with what that Mailer did 
when he followed Nature ; Thefe 
lhall have a Spirit, a Freedom, a 
Naturalnefs which even He can- 
not put into what he Coppies 
from his Own Work, as has been 
noted already. 

As for Prints, tho’ what I have 
been faying not only in the Prefent, 
but Precedent Chapters is for the 
moft part applicable to Them, 
as well as to Pictures, and Draw- 
ings (which I have all along had 
almoft wholly in my Mind , ) yet 
there being fomthing Peculiar to 
Thefe I have chofe to referve what 
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I had to fay concerning Them in 
particular to This place. 

Prints whether Grav’d in Met- 
tal, or Wood, Etch’d or MeZjZj)- 
'Tintfo are a fort of Works done 
in fuch a Manner as is not fo 
proper as that whereby Paintings, 
or Drawings are performed, it 
not being poffible by It to make 
any thing to Excellent as in the 
Others. But This way of Work- 
ing is Chofen upon Other Ac- 
counts, fuch as that thereby great 
Numbers are produced inftead 
of One, fo that the thing comes 
into Many hands ; and that at an 
Eafy Price. 

Of Prints there are two Kinds : 
Such as are done by the M afters 
themfelves whofe Invention the 
Work is ; and fuch as arc done 
by Men not pretending to In- 
vent, but only to Coppy (in Their 
way) Other men’s Works. 
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' .The Latter fort of Prints are 
always profefs’dCoppies with re- 
fpe& to the Invention, Compo- 
lltion, Manner of Deligning, 
Grace, and Greatnefs.. But Thefe 
Prints may be alfo Coppied as 
they frequently are, and to know 
what are So, and what are Origi- 
nals is by being well acquainted 
with the Hands of the Graver, or 
Etcher, who in This refpedt are 
the Mailers, as the Painter from 
whom They Coppied were to 
Them. . ‘V 

The Former Sort may again be 
Subdivided into three Kinds. I. 
Thofe they have done after a 
Painting of their Own. 2. Thole 
done after a Drawing alfo done 
by Themfelves, or Lallly what is 
Delign’d upon the Plate which 
has been Somtimes done efpecK 
ally in Etching. The ill of thefe 
are Coppies after their Own 

Works y 
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Works; and To roay the 2d, or they 
may nor, according as the Draw^ 
ing they have made previoufly to 
it "happens to be : but Both are 
To but in Part ; what is Thus 
done being a Different way of 
Working. But if it be Defign’d 
on the Plate ’tis a kind of Draw* 
ing (as the Others arej tho’ in a 
Manner Different from the reft, 
but ’tis purely, and properly Ori- 
ginal. 

And the Hands of the Mafters 
are to be known in This way as 
in all Others, and fo what are Ge- 
nuine, and what are Coppies,and 
how far. 

*- The Excellence of a Print, as 
of a Drawing confifts not parti- 
cularly in the Handling ; This is 
but One, and even one of the 
Leaft confiderable parts of it: 
’Tis the Invention, the Grace, 
and Greatncfs, and thofe Princi- 
pal 
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pal things that in the firft placd 
are to be regarded. There is bet- 
ter Graving, a finer Burin in ma^ 
n y Worthlefs Prints than in thole 
or Marc Antonio, but thofe of 
Him that come after Raffaele arc 
Generally more efteem’d than 
even thofe which are Grav’d by 
the Mailers themfelves ; tho’ the 
Expreftion, the Grace, and Great- 
nefs, and other Properties where- 
in that Inimitable Man fo much 
excell’d all Mankind appear to be 
but Faintly mark’d if compar'd 
with what Raffaele himfelf has 
done ; yet even That Shaddow 
of Him has Beauties that Touch 
the Soul beyond what the Bed 
Original Works of Moft of the 
Other Mailers tho’ very confidcr- 
able ones can do: And this mull be 
faicftoOjthat tho’ Marc Antonios 
Cravings come fa r Ihort of what 
Rajfaele himfelf did, all others 
A a that 
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that have made Prints after Raf- 
faele come vaftly fliort of Him, 
becaufe He has Better imitated 
what is moft Excellent in that Be- 
loved, Wonderful Man than any 
Other has done. 

The Prints Etch’d by the Ma- 
ilers Themfelves , fuch as thofe 
of Parmeggiano, Annibale Carac - 
ci , and Gut do Rent , (who are the 
Chief of thofe of whom we have 
Works of This kind) are Con- 
fiderable upon the Same Ac- 
count ' t not for the Handling, 
but the Spirit, the Exprdlion, the 
Drawing, and other the moft Ex- 
cellent Properties of a Pi<fturc,or 
Drawing j tho’ by the Nature of 
the Work they are not equal to 
what they have done in Thofe 
ways of Working. 

And ’tis further to be obferv’d, 
that as Prints, cannot be fo good 
as Drawings they abate in the 

Good* 
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Goodneft they have by the Wear- 
ing of the Plates ; They thus be- 
come to have Left Beauty, Lefts 
Spirit, the Expreflion is Fainter, 
the Airs of the Heads are lotft, 
and the Whole is the worfte in 
proportion as the Plate is worn : 
Unlefts it be too Hard at firft, 
and then thofte Prints are the Bet- 
ter that are taken after that Hard- 
neft is worn off. 

It were much to be wiflftd that 
all who have apply’d themftelves 
to the Coppying of Other mens 
Works by Prints (of what Kind 
foever) had more ftudied to be- 
come Mailers in thofte Branches 
of Science which are ncceflary to 
a Painter ( except what are Pecu- 
liar to Them as fuch) than they 
have Generally done; their Works 
would Then have been much more 
delirable than they are. Some few 
indeed have done This, and their 
A a z and 


Digitized by Google 



(ZOO) 

Prints are Efleem’d accordingly. 

To conclude; It niuft be obr 
fervcd to the Advantage of Prints 
asccynpar’d with Drawings ; tho' 
they are by no means Equal to 
them upon Other accounts (as has 
been already noted) they are ufu- 
aily done horn the Finifh’d Works 
of the Mailers, and fo are their 
Laft,theirutmoftThoughts on the 
Subjedt, whatever it be. So much 
for Prints. 

There is one Qualification ab- 
folutely neceffary to him that 
would know Hands, and diflin- 
guilh Coppies from Originals ; 

As it alfo is fo whofoever would 
judge well of the Goodnefs of a 
Pidlure, or Drawing: Or indeed 
of any thing elfe whatfoever, And 
with which therefore I will finifh 
this Difcourfe ; and that is, He 
muH know bozv, and Accuftom 
himfeif to "Take in , Retain , and 
Manage Clear } and Diftinff Ideas. 

' To 

« ■ / 
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To be able to diftinguifh be- 
twixt too things of a Different 
Species (efpecially if thofe are 
very much unlikc)is what the moft 
Stupid Creature is capable of, 
as to fay This is an Oak, and 
That a Willow ; but to come 
into a Forreft of a thoufand Oaks, 
and to know how to diftinguilh 
any One leaf of all thofe Trees 
from any other whatfoever, and 
to form fo clear an Idea of that 
one, and to retain it fo clean as (if 
occafion be) to know it fo long as its 
Charedterifticks remain requires 
better Faculties than every one is 
Mailer of; And yet This may 
certainly be done. To fee the 
difference between a fine Meta- 
phyfical notion, and a Dull Jcft ; 
Or between a Demon ftration, 
and an Argument but juft Proba- 
ble, Thefe are things which he 
that cannot do is rather a Brute, 

than 
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than a Rational Creature ; But 
to difcern wherein the difference 
confifts when two Notions very 
nearly Refemble each other, but 
are not the Same ; Or to lee the 
juft weight of an Argument, and 
that through all its Artificial Dif- 
guifes ; to do This ’tis neceftary 
to Conceive, Diftinguifh, Metho-. 
dize, and Compare Ideas in a 
manner that few of All thofe 
Multitudes that pretend to Rea- 
foning have accuftomed them- 
(elves to. But Thus to See, Thus 
Nicely to Diftinguifh things near-, 
ly refembling one another, Whe- 
ther Vifible, or Immaterial, is 
the Bufinefs of a Connoijfeur. ’Tis 
for want of this Diftinguifhing 
Faculty that Some whom I have 
known, and from whom one 
might Reafonably have expe&ed 
better have blunder’d as Grofslv 
as if they had Miftaken a Coreggio 

tor 
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for a Rembrandt ; or (to (peak 
more intelligably to thofe who 
are not well acquainted with thefe 
things J an Apple, for anOyftcr: 
But LeiTer Miftakes have been 
made perpetually when the dif- 
ference between the two Man- 
ners, That which we faw before 
us, and That which it was judg’d 
to be, Whether as to the Mailers 
way of Thinking, or of Execu- 
ting his thoughts was neverthelefs 
very eaiily difcernable. 

’Tis as neceifary to a Connot 
feur as to a Fhilofopher, or Di- 
vine to be a good Logician ; 
The Same Faculties are employ’d, 
and in the Same manner, the Dif- 
ference is only in the Subject 

I. He muft never undertake to 
make any Judgment without ha- 
ving in his Mind Certain, Deter- 
min’d Ideas, He muft not Think, 
or Talk at Random, and when 

he 
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he is not Clear in the thing ; As 
thofe Gentlemen Mr. Lock (peaks 
of fomwhere who were difputing 
warmly upon a certain Liquor 
in the Body, and might probably 
never have come to any Concluh- 
on if he had not put them upon 
fettling the Meaning of that Term 
Liquor ; They talk’d all the while 
in the Clouds. 

2* A good Connoiffeur will take 
care not to Confound things in 
which there is a real Difference 
becaufe of the Refemblancc they 
may Seem to have. This he has 
perpetual Occafion to be upon his 
guard againft, for many times 
the Hands, and Manners of Diffe- 
rent Matters very near refemble 
each other : Miftakes of This 
kind are very Common in Other 
Cafes. 

That there are Indifferent Ani- 
ons, that is, Such as are neither 

Com- 
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fcommanded, nor Forbidden paf- 
Fes currently with almoft Etery 
body ; This is imagin’d to be a 
fort of Waft ground between the 
Frontiers of the two Empires of 
God, and'theDeVil j but ’tis no 
other than Imaginary: For fho’ 
there are Many Actions of which 
no Reveal’d, or Poflitive Law has 
taken any notice, there are None 
which fall not under the cogni- 
zance of the Moral Law, the Law 
of Nature ; afrd there is d Wide 
Difference between being left 
Free by One of Thefe, and. Bodi 
of them. i 

So it will be thought ’twas Ift? 
different Whether (for ejtdmple) 
I had taken up the Pen I have 
in my hand, or That which lay 
by it, as Good aSThis fot ought 
I know: And it was Indifferent 
as to the Principal Gonfideration 
concerning it, becaufe I knew 
B b not 
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not which of the two was the 
Bed ; but Other Circumdances, 
as they determin’d my Choice of 
This rather than That, dedroy’d 
that Seeming Indifference ; This 
was what my Eye fird druck up- 
on, was readied to my hand, 

If there are a thoufand Circum- 
dances relating to tvto things, and 
they agree exactly in All but One 
of them ; This gives us two as di- 
dindt Ideas as of any two things 
in the Univerfe. And if we care- 
fully obferve it wc fhall find fome 
fucn Didinguifhing Circumdances 
in every Action we do, which 
determines us to the doing of 
That rather than fome Other, 
how Indifferent foever it may 
feem to be which of them we 


do. 

EJfay of Humane There is the fame 

tctk^aaf! io. difference between 
the Demondration Ml Lock gives 

• • ’ .* / " us 
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us (as ftich) of the Being of a 
God, and a Real Demonftration, 
as between a Coppy, and an Ori- 
ginal or between the Hand of 
Michelangelo , and that of Baccio 
Bandwefr, that is, it Rcfembles 
fuch a One, but is not It : ’Tis 
not an Abiolute Demonftration, 
as we had reafon to expect, ’tis 
only Hypothetical. I remember 
I was much furpriz’d when I 
found This after the great Ex- 
pectation he had rais’d in me : I 
gave it my Son (who was then 
about il or i$ years old)— My 
Dear, Read this, and give me 
your Opinion of it ; he came to 
me again in a Quarter of an hour, 
and laid} Suppofing the World 
to have been Created in Time 
This is a Demonftration, Other- 
wile ’tis Not. And he judg’d 
right. Mr. Lock fhould nrft of 
all have Dcmonftrated that great 
B b i Point 
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Point of the Birth of the World, 
’till That was done he was in the 


Cafe of Archimedesr he wanted 
Ground to plant his Engine up- 


3- A Good Gomoijfeur will 
take care not to make a Diffe- 
rence where there is None, and 
fo Attribute thofe Works to Two 
Several Matters which were both 


done by the Same Hand, or call 
that a Coppy which is truly an 
Original. * Errors of This kind 
are Common in Other Sciences 
as well as in This, I will give 
two or three Inftances of Thefe 
alfo to illuftrate what I am lay- 
ing down as Rules in the Science 
I am treating o£ 

The Church of Rome boatts 


Their having an Advantage over 
Us, as being under the Condud 
of an Infallible Guide, whereas 
We truft-to our OwnPri vate Tudg- 

: 

• : * t ' ‘ t »• 

I V. >■ -4 
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msnt. But Their Infallibility ter- 
minates in their Own Private 
Judgment which determines that 
there 7 is fuch a Guide, and that 
They have found it. How great 
foever their Satisfaction may be 
Their Security, and Ours is the 
Same. 

So there is no Real Difference 

*■ } f - * 

in the Evidence when ’tis faid 

V , » t t 

fuch a Fact happen’d, and when 

’tis faid it happen’d in the Pre- 
fence of 500 people, Yet I have 
known That CircumftanCesmuch 
infilled on,= as adding a vaft 
weight of Evidence, and this when 
there was no occafion to bring 
Vouchers to ftrensthen the Au- 
thority of the Hiltorian ; ’Tis 
plain Here is no more than His 
Single Evidence to Us, be That 
what it will ; And if it had been 
faid tliere was iOOO, or IOCOO 
Witneffes the Evidence would 

have* 

t 
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have been juft the Same, rjqr 
More, nor Lefs. 

Himnane Under- The fame Great 

*' Man I mention’d juft 
now makes our Liberty to con- 
fift in the Power we have of Suf- 
pending the Will, in order to 
Confider. Now the A<ft of Suf- 
pending the Will (Tuppofmg it 
could be done at pleafure,) and 
that of Confideration are as much 
Actions as any other ; tho’ being 
Mental Ones they (especially the 
Latter) are commonly oppos’d to 
Action, by That Term Corporeal 
Attions beingUnderftood. What 
this Gentleman fays then amounts 
$o thi$, That our Liberty con- 
fxfts in the povyer we have of 
doing Thefe particular Mental 
Anions; That Thefe are Free, 
tho’ our Other A&ions, whether 
Mental, or Corporeal are not 
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A Vaft Difference is here mack 
rtfhere there Teems to Me to be 
None at all ; I conTeTs I cannot 
fee but that I am as much at Li- 
berty to Will any Other Adtion, 
as That of Sufpending my Will, 
or Confidering : I am altogether 
as Tree when I Write, or Painr, 
as when I Sufpend both, mi order 
toConfider which I fhall do; Nor 
do I know of any Argument He, 
or any one elfe Has uied to prove 
the Former of Thefe kinds of 
Adfions are not Free, which will 
not Equally Affedl the Latter. 

■Nay when the Will is Suf- 
pended in order to Confider ’tis 
to far from being an Inftance of 
Liberty that wc could not poffi- 
bly do Otherwife ; For we can 
never Will an Adtion which the 
Underftanding is not yet fatisfied 
in as being More conducive to 
our Happinefs than Any Other 
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at ^hat time would be ; fince 
the will is never determin’d by 
any Other Motive than That Ap- 
pearance or Good to Onr Selves, 
whether that Appearance beTrtie, ; 
orFalfe; as might eafily be (hewn 
notwithflandine what is . cQtn& 
monlyfaidon this Argument ; 

. > - . 

Video M eliora y proboqi i&Deteriora fequor* ~ 

but it will not be proper to wan-* 
der fo far from my Main Snb- 
jedh - ■ i 3: -, 

4. Connotjfeurs : , having • fix’d 
their Ideas lhould keep flo% to- 
them, and not flpttcr aboutj in 
Confiifion from One, to Ano-* 
ther. , );• 

/ . * • • - k • '•> * *• * 

. Mr. Lock has again furnifh’d 
us with an Example. In 'his, 
Pofthumouswork ot the Condu< 5 f 4 
of the Underfianding,, p. 994 he 
mentions 1 it as a Rule in which 

(he 


Digitized by Google 



fays) Every one agree, That Gi- 
ving, and Witholding our Af- 
fent, and the Degrees of it fhouid 
he Regulated by the Evidence that 
things carry with them: And yet 
(fays he ) Men are not the better 
for this Rule, Some firmly em- 
brace Doctrines upon Slight 
grounds, Some upon No grounds, 
and Some contrary to appearance . 
The Natural, and obvious Sence 
of which is no other than This, 
Men Should Aflent According to 
the Evidence They have, but 
they Do not. 

Every one will readily agree 
That our Affent,and DifTent Ihould 
be proportionable to the Ap- 
pearance the Evidence has to Vs ; 
This being certainly the Idea 
of Evidence begun withal, it muft 
be carried throughout, no notice 
being given to the contrary. 

But then the Latter Affertion 
C c is 
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is not true ; For no Man Firmly 
embracesDo&rinesuponGrounds 
He Tees to be Slight, or when He 
fees None, or when the Evi- 
dence appears to Him to be di- 
rectly Contrary : Be pleas’d to try 
if you can determine in Favour 
of Mr. Lock , (Thus underftoodj 
or Me in the Prefent Controver- 
fy contrary to the Appearance 
the Arguments on either fide 
have to Tou, or Otlierwife than 
Thofe regulate your Judgment 
in This matter : For my Own 
part I can as eafily perfwade my 
lelf that the Scale on the Left 
hand preponderates when I fee 
that oil the Right does fo, as 1 
can irt any Other cafe judge con- 
trary to the Appearances of things 
to my Underftanding, by which 
I as clearly perceive the weight of 
“ an Argument (fuch as it appears 

to 
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to me,) as I do the Other with 
my Sences. 

Probably therefore This could 
not be Mr. Lock's Meaning in 
this Difficult place, tho’ ’tis cer- 
tain ’tis the Natural import of his 
- Words; But Evidence being al- 
fo to be underflood as what 
might be fuppos’d to be had, 
what Mr. Lock Himfelf faw, and 
not what appear’d to every Other 
Man when ne determines upon 
any point in queflion, it feems 
much more Credible that this 
great Mafter in the management 
of Ideas Forgot himfelf Here, 
and Began with this Latter Idea 
of Evidence, but dropt That for 
the Other ; Thus both Affertions 
are true tho’ they are ill con- 
nected ; That he began with the 
Idea of Evidence as That which 


appears to Him that Judges is in- 
difputable ; No body will agree 
; that 
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that Aflent fhould be regulated 
by the Evidence Another .man 
has y And that he had. gpt the 
Other in his head when he fir 
nilli’d that period fbefides what 
has been already faid) appears 
further Evident from his Advi- 
fing us fas he imcdiatly after 
does) to Examine with Care, and 
Impartiality : For if he had con- 
ceiv’d men had AlTented contra-: 
ry to the Evidence Themfelvts 
had the Fault had been in their 
Wills, not in their Underftan- 
dings, and inftead of applying 
themfelves to the Information of 
Thele, Their bufinefs would have, 
been to. have corrected Thofe, 
and he would have advifed ac- 
cordingly. 

|i will conclude what I have 
to fay concerning Ideas with 
One Cafe in which all the Falfe 
ways of, Thinking* and Reafonr 
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ing I have been Cautioning a- 
gainft May, and frequently Do 
occur ; And that is in relation to 
the Proof of the Being, and At- 
tributes of God. 

If any one attempts to Demon- 
ftrate the Being of a God from 
Natural Reafon without firft of 
all faying Clearly what they mean 
by a God, what Idea of fuch a 
One ’tis they intend to eftablifh ; 
Here they talk in the dark. If 
they leave That to appear from 
the Proo£ as frSomtimesmay, that 
is, ’Tis juft fuch a God as arifes 
to the Imagination from Thence; 
’Tis odds but This Idea will vary 
in the Minds of every one that 
Hears, or Reads fuch Difcourfe, 
nothing would be Fix’d, and Pof- 
fitive. If this Gentleman goes 
on, and at the End of his Argu- 
ment you find any Other l3ea 
than that which was before De- 

monftrated, 
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mppdrated, then you have 
Chang’d Ideas ; It' this is done by 
Evidence from Revelation, or 
Otherwife, and dill a Demon (Ira- 
tion is pretended to, Here is Ano- 
ther Fallacy; Unlefs that Evi- 
dence from whence this New I- 
dea arifes is alfo Demonftrated to 
be true. That not being done, 
but the thing appearing Only Pro- 
bable, this Latter Idea of God has 
no higher Proof, the Former on- 
ly has Demonftration. If This in- 
fiead of being Probable is Not (b, 
the Latter Idea vanishes, the For- 
mer only fubfifts. 

I have endeavour’d to explain 
what I meant in This part of my 
Difcourfe by Examples in a Way 
of Thinking to which Gentlemen, 
for whofe fake I chiefly Write 
are well accuftomed, and which 
is very Applicable to That pro- 

per 
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per to a Comoijfeur ; This I hope 
will juftifie me in launching out 
into Matters which at firffc fight 
may Seem to have no relation 
to my Subject ; If I have been 
Miftaken in the Remarks I have 
made, wherein I have taken the 
Liberty to point out fome of the 
Inftances of Fallibility in Other 
Men, I beg pardon of thofe I 
have Mifreprefented, tho’ Un- 
wittingly ; and am My Self be- 
come tne Example of the Falfe 
Thinking, and Reafoning I have 
been Advifing Connoijfeurs to 
Avoid > and may My Self Thus 
help to Illuftrate my Own Dif- 
courfe: If I am in the Right, 
Such Overfights of Men to whom 
the World is much indebted 
for the Light it has received 
will help to Excufe me when 
I ftiall be found in any Other 

pare 
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part of that little I have ven- 
tured to Offer to the Publick to 
have Thought, or Judg’d Amifs, 
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I S remarkable that in 
a Countrey as Ours, 
Rich, and abounding 
with Gentlemen of a 
Juft , and Delicate 
Tafte, in Mufick, Poetry, and all 
kinds of Literature $ Such fine Wri- 
ters! Such Solid Reafoners! Such 
Able Statefmen! Gallant Soldiers! 
Excellent Divines, Lawyers, Phy- 
ficians, Mathematicians, and Me- 
-thanicks! and yet fo few! fo very 

A 2 few 
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few Lovers, and Conno'ijfeurs ih 
Painting! 

In Moft of thefe particulars there 
is no Nation under Heaven which 
we do not excel,* In Some of the 
Principal moft of them are Barba- 
rous compar’d with us ; Since the 
Beft times of the ancient Greeks and 
Romans when this Art was in its 
greateft Efteem,and Perfe&ion, fuch 
a National Magnanimity as feems 
to be the Charedtariftic of our 
Nation has been loft in the World $ 
And yet the Love, and Knowledge 
of Painting, and what has Relation 
to it bears no proportion to what 
is to be found not only in Italy , 
where they are all Lovers, and Al- 
moft all Conno 'ijfeurs, but in France , 
Holland , and Flanders. 

Every Event in the Natural, and 
Moral World has its Caufes, which 
are caus’d by other Caufes, and fo 
on up to the firft Caufe, the Im- 
mutable, and Unerring Will, with- 
out 
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out which not To Inconfiderable an 
Accident (as it will be call’d) as the 
falling of a Sparrow, or the change 
of the Colour of a Single Hair can 
happen; So that there is nothing 
Strange: What is commonly the 
Subject of Admiration is So for no 
other reafon but that we don’t fee 
its Caufes, nor remember it muft 
needs have had fuch, and which 
muft as Infallibly operate in That 
manner as thofe we fee, and which 
are moft Ordinary, and Familiar to 
us. We are apt to wonder (forex- 
ample) that Such a Man got Such 
an Eftate, or that Another had fo 
Little, whereas did we fee all the 
Caufes we fhould fee it could not 
have been otherwife : There goes a 
great many of Thefe to the produ- 
cing fuch an Event, I mean thofe 
that may be faid to ftand in Front; 
and not in Depth, Thofe that are 
Concomitant, fuch as the Man’s Op- 
portunities, Humour, a certain mix- 
ture 
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Jure of Abilities,- he may be Well 
qualify’d in Some refpe&s, Defici- 
ent in Others, and abundance of o- 
therCircumftances always operating 
at the Same Inftant, I fay I mean 
Thefe, and not Their Caufes, and 
the Caufes of Thofe Caufes, and fo 
on: And thefe being known, and 
weigh’d, the Wonder ceafes ; it 
tnuft needs havehappen’d thus : The 
Mercury in the Tube will Rife and 
Fall juft as the compofition of the 
Atmofphere happens to be. That 
fb Few here in England have con- 
fider’d that to be a Good Conno 'tffetir 
is fit to be part of the Education of 
a Gentleman, That there are fo 
Few Lovers of Painting ; not mere- 
ly for Furniture, or for Oftentation, 
or as it Reprefents their Friends, or 
Themfelves ,- but as it is an Art ca- 
pable of Entertaining, and Adorn- 
ing their Minds As much as, nay 
perhaps More than Any other what- 
foever,* ThisEvent alfo has its Cau- 
fes, 
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fes, To remove which, and confe- 
quently their Effe&s, and to pro- 
cure the contrary Good is what I 
am about to Endeavour, and hope 
in fome meafure to Accomplifh. 

Nor is this a Trivial Undertak- 
ing; I have already been giving 
the Principles of it, and Here I re- 
commend aNEwSciENCE to the 
World, Or one at lead little known* 
or confider’d as fuch : So New, or 
{o little Known that ’tis yet with- 
out a Name; it may have one in 
time, till then I mud be excus’d 
when I call it, as I do, The Science 
of a Connoiffeur for want of a Bet- 
ter way of exprefling my felf ; I o- 
pen to Gentlemen a New Scene of 
Pleafure, a New Innocent Amule- 
ment; and an Accomplifhment 
which they have yet fcarce heard 
of, but no lefs worthy of their At- 
tention than mod of thofe they 
have been accuflomed to acquire. 
I offer to my Countrcy a Scheme by 

which 
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which its Reputation, Riches, Vir- 
tue, and Power may be increafed. 
And This I will do (by the help 
of God) not as an Orator, or as an 
Advocate, but as a ftrid Reafoner, 
and (o as I am verily perfoaded will 
be to the Convidion of every one 
that will impartially attend to the 
Argument, and not be prejudiced by 
the Novelty of it, or their own for- 
mer Sentiments. 

My prefent bufinefs then in fhort 
is to endeavour to perfuade our No- 
bility, and Gentry to become Lo- 
vers of Painting, and Conno'iffeurs ; 
Which I crave leave to do (with all 
Humility) by (hewing the Dignity, 
Certainty, Pleafure, and Advanta- 
ges of that Science. 

One of the principal Caufes of 
the General negled of the Science 
I am treating of I take to be, that 
very few Gentlemen have a Juft I- 
dea of Painting,* ’Tis commonly ta- 
ken to be an Art whereby Nature is 

to 
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to be reprefented; a fine piece of* 
Work man (hip, and Difficult to be 
perform’d, but produces only plea- 
fant Ornaments, mere Superfluities. 

This being all they exped from 
it no wonder they look no farther • 
and not having apply’d themfelves 
to things of this nature, overlook 
Beauties which they do not hope to 
find; So that many an Excellent 
Pidureispafs’d over, and difregard- 
ed, and an Indifferent, or a Bad one 
admired, and that upon Low, and 
even Trivial Considerations ; from 
whence arifes naturally an Indiffe- 
rence, if not a Contempt for the 
Art, at befl a degree of Eftecm not 
very confiderable: Efpecially fince 
there are (comparatively) fo Few 
Pidures in which is to be found 
Nature reprefented, or Beauty, or 
even fine Work man (hi p. 

Tho’ I have already in the en- 
trance of my Theory of Painting, 
and indeed throughout all I have 

B publiflied 
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publifhed endeavour’d to give the 
World a juft Idea of the Art, I will 
in This place more particularly at- 
tempt it, as being very pertinent 
to my Prefent Defignj And per- 
haps it may be fome Advantage (as 
we find 5 tis to Pi&ures,) to place it 
in Several Lights. 

Painting is indeed a Difficult 
Art, productive of Curious pieces 
of Workmanfhip, and greatly Or- 
namental ; and its Bufinefs is to re- 
prefent Nature. Thus far the Com- 
mon Idea is juft j Only that ’tis 
More Difficult, More Curious, and 
More Beautifull than is Commonly 
Imagin’d. 

’Tis an entertaining thing to the 
Mind of Man to fee a fine piece of 
Art in Any kind,- and every one is 
apt to take a fort of Pride in it as 
being done by one of his Own Spe- 
cies, to whom with refpeCt to the 
Univerfe he ftands related as to one 
of the Same Countrey, or the Same 

Family. 
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Family. Painting affords us a great 
Variety of This kind of Pleafure in 
the Delicate, or Bold management 
of the Pencil ; in the mixture of its 
Colours, in the Skilful Contrivance 
of the feveral parts of the Picture, 
and infinite Variety of the Tin ds, 
fo as to produce Beauty, and Har- 
mony. This alone gives great 
Pleafure to thofe who have learn’d 
to fee thefe things. T o fee Nature 
juftly reprefented is very Delight- 
full, (Tuppofing the Subjed is well 
chofen) It gives us pleafing Ideas, 
and Perpetuates, and Renews them; 
whether by their Novelty, or Va- 
riety,- or by the confideration of 
our own Eafe, and Safety, when we 
fee what is Terrible in themfelves 
as Storms,, and Tempefts, Battels, 
Murthers, Robberies, Or elfe 
when theSubjed is Fruit, Flowers, 
Landfcapes, Buildings, Hiftories, 
and above all our Selves, Relations, 
or Friends. 

B i Thus 
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Thus far the Common Idea of 
Painting goes, and this would be 
enough if thefe Beauties were Teen, 
and conhder’d as they arc to be 
found in the Works of the Bed: Ma- 
ilers ( whether in Paintings, or 
Drawings] to recommend the Art. 
But This is fuch an Idea of it as it 
would be of a Man to fay He has 
a Graceful, and Noble Form, and 
performs many Bodily Actions with 
great Strength, and Agility, with- 
out taking his Speech, and his Rea- 
fon into the Account. 

The Great, and Chief Ends of 
Painting are to Raife, and Improve 
Nature; and to Communicate Ide- 
as,- not only Thofe which we may 
receive Otherwife, but Such as with- 
out this Art could not poflibly be 
Communicated ; whereby Mankind 
is advanced higher in the Rational 
State, and made Better,- and that in a 
Way, Eafy, Expeditious, and Delight- 
fill. 

The 
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The bufinefs of Painting is not 
only to reprefentNature,but to make 
the Bed Choice of it Nay to Raife, 
and Improve it from what is Com- 
monly, or even Rarely Seen, to 
what never Was, or Will be in Fad:, 
tho 5 we may eafly conceive it 
Might be. As in a good Portrait, 
from whence we conceive a better 
Opinion of the Beauty, GoodSenfe, 
Breeding, and other Good Quali- 
ties of the perfon than from feeing 
Themfelves, and yet without being 
able to fay in what particular ’tis 
Unlike: for Nature muft be ever 
in view,- 

* Unerring Nature fill divinely bright. 
One clear, unchang'd, and univerfalLight ; 
Life, Force, and Beauty mujl to all imp art. 
At once the Source , and End, and Tejl of 

Art : 

That Art is beji which tnojl refembles her, 
IV hie h Jlillprefides,yet never does appear. 

Pope’s Eflay on Criticilin. 

I believe there never was fuch a 
race of Men upon the face of the 

Earth, 
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Earth, never did Men Look, and 
ACt like thofe we fee reprefented in 
the works of Raphael Mich elan - 
gelo y Corregio, Parmeggiano, and 
others of the beft Matters, yet Na- 
ture appears throughout; we Rare- 
ly, or Never fee fuch Landfcapes 
as thofe of Titian , Annibale Car- 
racci, Salvator Rofa , Claude Lor- 
rain, Rubens , &c. Such Buildings 
and Magnificence as in the Pictures 
of Paolo Veronefe , &c. but yet 
there is nothing but what it may ea- 
fily be conceiv’d may be. Our Ideas 
even of Fruits, Flowers, InfeCts, 
Draperies, and indeed of all Vifible 
things, and of fome that are Invi- 
fible, or Creatures of the Imagina-; 
tion are Rais’d, and Improv’d in the 
hands of a good Painter ,• and the 
Mind is thereby fill’d with the No- 
bleft, and therefore the mod De- 
lightfull Images. The Defcription 
of one in an Advertifement of a 
News-paper is Nature, fo is a Cha- 
racter 
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rafter by my Lord Clarendon , but’tis 
Nature very differently managed. 

I own there are Beauties in Na- 
ture which we cannot reach ; Chief- 
ly in Colours, together with a cer- 
tain Spirit j Vivacity, and Light- 
nefs ; Motion alone is a Vaft Ad- 
vantage - y it occafions a great de- 
gree of Beauty purely from that 
Variety it gives,- fo that what I 
have faid elfe where is true, ’Tis im- 
pofhble to Reach Nature by Art; 
But This is not inconfiftent with 
what I have been faying juft now; 
Both are True in different Senfes. 
We cannot reach what we fet be- 
fore us, and attempt to Imitate, but 
we Can carry our Ideas, fb far be- 
yond what we have feen, that tho* 
we fall fhort of executing them with 
our hands, what we do will never- 
thelefs excel Common Nature, E- 
fptcially in Some particulars, and 
thofe very confiderable ones. 

When I fay Nature is to be Rais’d, 

and 
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and Improv’d by Painting it muft 
be underftood that the Adions of 
Men mull be reprefen ted better 
than probably they Really were, as 
well as that their Perfons mull: ap- 
pear to be Nobler, and more Beau- 
tifull than is Ordinarily fecn. In 
treating a Hiftory a Painter has Ci- 
ther Rules to go by than aHiftori- 
an, whereby he is as much Oblig’d 
to Imbellifh his Subject, as the o- 
ther is to relate it Juftly. 

Not only fuch Ideas are convey’d to 
us by the help of T his Art as merely 
give usPleafure, but fuch as Enlight- 
en the Underftanding, and put the 
Soul in Motion. From hence are 
learn’d the Forms, and Properties 
of Things, and Perfons, we are 
Thus inform’d of Pad Events; by 
This means Joy, Grief, Hope, Fear, 
Love, Averfion, and the other 
Palfions , and Affedions of the 
Soul are excited, and above all we 
are not only Thus Inftruded in 

what 
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what we are to Believe, and Pra- 
Ctifej but our Devotion is inflamed, 
and whatever may have happen’d 
to the contrary it may Thus alfo 
be ReCtify’d. 

Painting is another fort of Wri- 
ting, and is fubfervient to the Same 
Ends as that of her younger Sifter • 
That by Characters can commu- 
nicate Some Ideas which the Hiero- 
glyphic kind cannot, As This in 
other refpeCts fupplies its DefeCts ; 

And the Ideas thus convey’d to 
us have This advantage, They 
come not by a Slow Progreffion of 
Words, or in a Language peculiar 
to One Nation only • but with fucli 
a Velocity, and in a Manner foU- 
niverfally underftood that ’tis fbme- 
thing like Intuition, or Infpiration ; 
As the Art by which ’tis effected re- 
fembles Creation j Things fo con- 
fiderable, and of fo great a Price, 
being produced out of Materials fo 
Inconfiderable, of a Value next to 
nothing. C What 
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What a Tedious thing would it 
be to defcribe by Words the View 
of a Countrey, (that from Green- 
wich hill for inftance) and how im- 
perfect an Idea mud we receive 
from hence! Painting (hews the 
thing Immediately, and Exactly. 
No Words can give you an Idea of 
the Face, and Perfon of one you 


have never feen $ Painting does it 
Effectually $ with the addition of fo 
much of his Character as can be 
known from thence ; and moreover 
in an inftant recalls to your memory, 
at leaft the moft Confiderable par- 
ticulars of what you have heard con- 
cerning him, or occafions that to be 
told which you have never heard. 

Bdi°ri in the Avollwo Caracc'i d ifcour- 
LtfeofAmu- c . . 

baicCarracd. ling one day or the Excel- 
lency of the Ancient Sculpture was 
profufe in his Praifes of the Laacoon , 
and obferving his Brother Annibale 
neither fpoke, nor feem’d to take 
any notice of what he faid, re- 
proach’d 
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proach’d him as not enough efteem- 
ing fo Stupendous a Work: He then 
went on defcribing every particular 
in that Noble Remain of Antiqui- 
ty. Anntbale turn’d himfelf to the 
Wall, and with a piece of Char- 
coal drew the Statue as exa&ly as 
if it had been before him: The 
reft of the company were furpriz’d, 
and Agoflino was filenc’d ,• conferr- 
ing his Brother had taken a more 
Effe&ual way to demonftrate the 
Beauties of that wonderful peice of 
Sculpture: It Poeti diptngono con 
le Parole , It Pittort parlano con 
l Op ere faid Anntbale. 

When Manus being driven from 
Rome by Sylla was Prifoner at Mtn- 
turn#) and a Soldier was fent to 
Murther him, upon his coming in- 
to the room with his Sword drawn 
for that purpofe, Manus faid aloud 

Sv) ToXfjLxg ctvQguxs Tcti'ov Mctgiov aven- 
ge iv Darefi thou Man kill Caius Ma- 
rius, which fo terrify’d the Ruffian 

C 2 that 
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that he retired without being able 
to effect what he came about. This 
Story, and all that Plutarch has 
wrote concerning him, gives me 
not a greater Idea of him than one 
glance of the eye upon his Statue 
that I have feen ; 3 tis in the Noble 
Colle&ion of Antiques at my Lord 
LemftePs Seat at Torcejler in Nor- 
thampton/hire. The Odyjfes cannot 
give me a greater Idea of Ulyjfes 
than a Drawing I have of Polydore , 
where he is difcovering himfelf to 
Penelope , and Tele mac bus by bend- 
ing the Bow. And I conceive as 
highly of St. Paul by once walking 
through the Gallery of Rafaelle at 
Hampton Court, as by reading the 
whole Book of the Ads of the A- 
poftles tho’ written by Divine Infpi- 
ration. So that not only Painting 
furnifhes us with Ideas, but it car- 
ries that matter Farther than any 
Other way whatfoever. 

Thebufinefs of Hiftory is a Plain, 

and 
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and Juft relation of Fa£ts ; ’tis to 
be an Exa<ft Picture of Humane 
Nature. 

Poetry is not thus confin’d, but 
provided Natural Truth is at the 
bottom Nature muft be Heighten’d, 
and Improv’d, and the Imagination 
fill’d with Finer Images than the 
Eye Commonly fees, or in Some 
cafes Ever can, whereby the Paf- 
fions are more Strongly touch’d, 
and with a greater degree of Plea- 
fure than by plain Hiftory. 

When we Painters are to be Ral- 
ly’d upon account of the Liberties 
we give to our Inventions, Horace's 
Pi&oribus atque Poetts never fails. 
We own the Charge ,* but then the 
Parallel muft be underftood to con- 
fift in fuch a departure from T ruth as 
is Probable, and Such as Pleafcs and 
Improves, but deceives No body. 

The Poets have Peopled the Air, 
Earth, and Waters with Angels, 
Flying Boys, Nymphs, and Satyrs; 

they 
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they have Imagin’d what is done in 
Heaven, Earth, and Hell, as well 
as on this Globe, and which could 
never be known Hiftorically ; their 
very Language, as well as their 
Meafures, and Rhimes muft be a- 
bove what is in Common ufe. The 
Opera has carried this matter Still 
farther, but fo far as that being be- 
yond Probability it touches not as 
Tragedy does, it ceales to be Po- 
etry, and degenerates into mere 
Shew, and Sound ,* if the Paflions 
are affe&ed ’tis from Thence, tho’ 
the Words were not only heard di- 
ftin&ly, but underftood. (By the 
way) let it be conhder’d in This 
Light, Let the Opera be confider’d 
as Shew, and Mufick, One of the 
Inftruments being a HumaneVoice, 
the Common Objection to its be- 
ing in an Unknown Tongue falls 
to the Ground. 

As the Poets, fo the Painters 
have ftor’d our Imaginations with 

Beings, 
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Beings, andA&ions that never were $ 
they have given us the Fineft Na- 
tural, and Historical Images, and 
that for the fame End, to Pleafe, 
whilft they Inftrudt, and make 
men Better. I am not difpos’d to 
carry on the Parallel, by defend- 
ing to Particulars, nor is it my Pre- 
lent bufinefs : Mr. Dryden has done 
it, tho’ it were to be wilh’d he had 
been in lefs Flafte, and had un- 
derftood Painting better when his 
Fine Pen was fo employ’d. 

Sculpture carries us yet farther 
than Poetry, and gives us Ideas that 
no Words can: Such Forms of 
things, fuch Airs of Heads, fuch 
Exprdiions of thePaffions that can- 
not be defcrib’d by Language. 

It has been much difputed which 
is the moft Excellent of the two Arts, 
Sculpture, or Painting, and there 
is a Story of its having been left to 
the determination of a Blind man, 
who gave it in favour of the Lat- 
ter 
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ter, being told that what by Feel- 
ing Teem’d to him to be Flat, ap- 
pear’d to the Eye as Round as its 
Competitor. I am not fatisfy’d 
with This way of deciding the Con- 
troverfy. For ’tis not the Difficul- 
ty of an Art that makes it prefer- 
able, but the Ends propos’d to be 
ferv’d by it, and the Degree in 
which it does That, and then the 
Lefs Difficulty the Better. 

Now the great Ends of both 
thefe Arts is to give Pleafure, and 
to convey Ideas, and that of the 
two which beft anfwers Thofe Ends 
is undoubtedly preferable ; And that 
this is Painting is Evident, lince it 
gives us as great a degree of Plea- 
fure, and all the Ideas that Sculpture 
can, with the Addition of Others; 
and this not only by the help of 
her Colours; but becaufe fhe can 
exprefs many things which Brafs, 
Marble, or other Materials of that 
Art cannot, or are not fo Proper 

for. 
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for. A Statue indeed is feen all 
round, and this is one great Ad- 
vantage which ’tis pretended Scul- 
pture has, but without realon : If 
the Figure is Seen on every Side, 
’tis Wrought on every Side, ’tis 
then as fp many feveral Pictures, 
and a hundred Views of a Figure 
may be Painted in the time that 
that Figure is cut in Marble, or call 
in Brals. 

As the bufinefs of Painting is to 
Raife, and Improve Nature, it an- 
fwers to Poetry ^ (tho* upon Occa- 
fion it can alfo be Stri&ly Hiflori- 
cal) And as it ferves to the Other, 
more Noble End, this Hieroglyphic 
Language completes what Words, 
or Writing began, and Sculpture 
carried on, and Thus perfects all 
that Humane Nature is capable of 
in the communication of Ideas ’till 
we arrive to a more Angelical, and 
Spiritual State in another World. 

I believe it will not be unaccept- 
D able 
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able *o my Readers if I illuftrase 
what I have been faying by Exam- 
ples, and the rather becaufe they 
are very Curious, and very little 
Known. 

Vtllani in his Florentine Hiftory 
lib. 7 . cap. no, 127. fays, t hut An- 
no 1288 there were great divihons 
in the City of Pifa upon account 
of the Soveraignty; One of the 
Parties was headed by the Judge 
Nino di Gallura de 'JAfconti the 
Chief of Another Party was Count 
Ugolino de * Gherardefchi ; and the 
Archbifhop Ruggieri of the Fa- 
mily of the Ubaldini was at the head 
of the Third Party, in which were 
alfo the Lanfranchi , the Sigijmon- 
di y the Gualandi y and others; the 
two firfl: of thefe Parties were Guelfsy 
the other Ghibellinesy (Factions that 
at that time, and for many years be- 
fore, and after made difmal ha- 
vock in Italy.) Count Ugolino to get 
the Power into his Own hands, ca- 

ball’d 
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Secretly with the Archbifhop to 
ruin the Judge, who never fufped- 
ed that, He being a Guelf as the 
Count was, and moreover his near 
Relation ; however the thing was 
effeded ,• the Judge, and his Fol- 
lowers were driven out of Pifa y and 
thereupon went to the Florentines , 
and hir’d Them up to make War 
upon th cPifans: Thefein the mean 
time fubmitted themfelves to the 
Count, who thus became Lord of 
Pifa . But the number of the 
Guelfs being diminilh’d by the de- 
parture of the Judge, and his Fol- 
lowers; and That Fadion growing 
daily weaker, and weaker, the 
Archbiihop laid hold of the Op- 
portunity, and betray’d Him in His 
turn ; he put it into the heads of 
the Populace that the Count intend- 
ed to give up their Caftles to their 
Enemies the Florentines , and Luc - 
chefes: This was eahly fwallow’d ; 
the Mobb fuddenly rofe, and ran 
D 2 with 
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with great Fury to the Palace, which 
they Toon gain’d with little lofs of 
Blood ; their new Sovereign they 
clapt up in a Prifon, together with 
his two Sons, and two Grandfons; 
and drove all the reft of his Family, 
and Followers, and in general all 
the Guelfs out of the City. A few 
Months after This the Pifans being 
become deeply engaged in the In- 
teftine War of the Guelfs and Gbi- 
belltnes , and having chofe Count 
Guido de Montifeltro for -their Ge- 
neral, the Pope excommunicated 
Them, and Him, and all his Fa- 
mily: This incens’d them the more 
againft Count UgoTino , lb that ha- 
ving feen the Gates of the Prifon 
well fecur’d, they flung the Keys 
into the River Arno, to the end that 
none might relieve Him, and his 
Children with Food; who there- 
fore in a few Days perilh’d by Fa- 
mine. This farther Circumftance 
of Cruelty was exercis’d on the 

Count; 
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Count ; he was denied either 
Prieft, or Monk to Confefs him, 
tho’ he begg’d it of his Enemies 
with bitter Cries. 

The Poet carries this Story far- 
ther than the Hiftorian could, by 
relating what pafs’d in the Prifon. 
This is Dante , who was a young 
man when this happened, and was 
Ruin’d by the Commotions of thefe 
times. He was a Florentine, which 
City after having been long divi- 
ded by the Guelf \ and Ghtbellme Fa- 
ction at laft became intirely Guelf: 
But This Party then fplit into twc/ 
others under the Names of the 
Btancht , and the Neri , the Latter 
of which prevailing, Plunder’d, and 
Banilh’d Dante 3 not becaufe he was 
of the Contrary Party, but for be- 
ing Neuter, -and a Friend to his 
Countrey. 

When Virtue fails, and Party-he(its endure 
The Poll of Honour is the Leafi Secure . 

This 
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This great Man (in the 33d 
Canto of the ift part of his Come - 
dta) in his Paffage thro’ Hell, in- 
troduces Count Ugolino knawing the 
Head of this Treacherous, and 
Cruel Enemy the Archbiihop, and 
telling his own fad Story. At the 
appearance of Dante. 

La bocca folleub dal fiero pafto 
Quel peccator, &c. 

He from the Horrid Food his Mouth withdrew , 
And wiping with the Clotted , Offal hair 
His jhudd’ring Lips , raijing his Head thus fpake. 

Tou will compel me to renew my Grief 
Which e’ re I J peak opprejfes my fad Heart-, 

But if 1 Inf '.my accumulate 

On him whofe Head I knaw. Vie not forbear 

To fpeaktho' Tears flow f after than my Words. 

I know not who you are , nor by wha‘ power, 
Whether of Saints, or Devils you hither came, 

But by your Speech you feem a Florentine j 
Know then that I Count Ugolino am, 

Archbifhop Ruggieri this, which known 
' That I by him Betray d was put to Death 
Is tteedlefs to relate, you mufi have heard ; 

But what mufl be unknown to Mortal Men , 

The cruel Circumflances of my Death, , 

Thefe I will tell, which Dreadful Secret known 
Tou will conceive how Juft is my Revenge. 

The ancient Tower in which I was confin’d. 

And which is now the Tower of Famine call’d, 

Had 
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Had in her Sides fjttte Symptoms of decay , ■ 

‘ Through thefe 1 faw the fir ft approach of morn , 

After a refilefs nigh, the firji 1 flept 
A Prifoner in its Walls ; Unquiet Dreams 
Opprefs’d my lab' ring Brain. 1 faw this Man 
Hunting a Wolfe , and her four little Whelps 
Upon that ridge of Mountains which divides 
’The Pifan Lands from thofe which Lucca claims'. 
With Meagre, Hungry Dogs the Chafe was made , 
Nor long continued, quick they feizld the Prey , 

And tore their Bowels with remorfclefs ‘Teeth. 

Soon as my broken Slumbers fled, I heard 
My Sons (who alfo were confin'd with me) 

Cry in their troubled Sleep, and ask for Bread: 

O you are Cruel if you do not weep 
Thinking on that, which now you well perceive 
My Heart divin'd ; If this provoke not Tears 
At what are you accuflomed to weep ? 

The hour was come when Food Jhould have been 
brought , 

In fie ad cj that, 0 God! I heard the noife 
Of creaking Locks, and Bolts, with doubled force 
Securing our Definition. I beheld 
The Faces of my Sons with troubled Eyes ; 

/ Look'd on them, but utter'd not a Word: 

Nor could I weep ; They wept, Anfelmo faid 
(Mr little, dear Anfelmo) What's the matter 
Father, Why look you fo? I wept not yet, 

Ncr (poke a Word that Day, nor following Night. 

But when the Light of the fucceeding Morn 
Faintly appear'd, and I beheld my Own 
In the four Faces of my Wretched Sons 
I in my clenched Fiji s f often' d my Teeth : 

They judging 'tv. as for Hunger rofe at once , 

You Sir have giv'n us Being, you have death' d 
Us with this miferable Flejh , ’ tisyouis , 

Sufiaig 


Digitized by Google 



( 32 ) 

Sufiain your Self with it , the Grief to XJs 
Is left to Dye, than thus to fee your Woes. 

"Thus fpake my Boyes : I like a S taue then 
Was Silent , Still , and not to add to Theirs 
Doubled the weight of my Own Miferies : 

‘This, and the foil wing Day in Silence paf'd. 
Why Cruel Earth difl thou not open then! 

The Fourth came on', my Gaddo at my Feet 
Cry'd Father help me ; faid no more but dy d : 
Another Day two other Sons expir'd; 

The next left me alone in Woe ; Their Griefs 
Were ended. Blindnefs no vs 1. ad feizld my Eyes , 
But no Relief afforded • If aw not 
My Sons , but grop'd about with Feeble hands 
Longing to touih their Famijh'd CarcaJJes , 

Calling firfl One, then T'other by their Names , 

* Till after two Days more what Grief could not 
That Famine did. He faid no more, but turn'd 
With baleful Eyes difiorted all in hafle. 

And feizJd again, and gnaw'd the mangled Head. 

The Hiftorian, and Poet having 
done Their parts comes Michelan- 
gelo Buonarotti, and goes on in a 
Bas-releif I have Teen in the hands 
of Mr. Trench, a Modeft, Ingeni- 
ous Painter, lately arriv’d from his 
long Studies in Italy. He (hews us 
the Count fitting with his Four 
Sons, one dead at his Feet, O- 
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fenting Famine, and underneath is 
another to denote the River Arno, 
on whole Banks this Tragedy was 
a&ed. Michelangelo was the fitted 
Man that ever liv’d to Cut, or Paint 
this Story, if I had wifti’d to fee it 
reprefented in Sculpture, or Paint- 
ing I fhould have fix’d upon this 
Hand; He was a Dante in his way, 
and he read him perpetually. I have 
already obferved, and’tis very true. 
There are certain Ideas which can- 
not be communicated by Words, 
but by Sculpture, or Painting only ; 
it would be Ridiculous then on this 
occafion to undertake to deferibe 
this admirabl zBas-reltef ; ’tis enough 
for my prefent purpofe to fay .there 
are Attitudes, and Airs of Heads fo 
proper to the Subject, that they 
carry the Imagination beyond what 
the Hiftorian, or Poet could pofi- 
fibly • for the reft I muft refer to 
the thing itfelf. ’Tis true a Genius 
Equal to that of Michelangelo may 

E form 
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form to its felf as Strong, and Pro- 
per Exprelfions as thefe, but where 
is that Genius! Nor can even He 
Communicate them to Another, 
unlefs he has alfo a Hand like that 
of Michelangelo , and will take that 
way of doing it. 

And could we fee the fame Sto- 
ry Painted by the fame great Ma- 
iler it will be eafily conceiv’d that 
this mull carry the Matter Hill far- 
ther ; There we might have had 
all the Advantages of Expreflion 
which the Addition of Colours 
would have given, and the Co- 
louring of Michelangelo was as 
proper to That, as his Genius was 
to the Story in general,* Thele 
would have {hewn us the Pale, and 
Livid Flclh of the Dead, and Dy- 
ing Figures, the Rednels of Eyes, 
and Blewifh Lips of the Count, the 
Darknels, and Horrour of the Pri- 
fon, and other Circumllances, be- 
fides the Habits (for in the bas- 

relief 
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relief all the Figures are Naked as 
more proper for Sculpture) Thefe 
might be contrived fo as to exprefs 
the Quality of the Perfons the more 
to excite our Pity, as well as to en- 
rich the Picture by their Variety. 

Thus Hiftory begins, Poetry rai- 
fes higher, not by Embellifhing the 
Story, but by Additions purely Po- 
etical : Sculpture goes yet farther, 
and Painting Completes ?md Per- 
fects, and That only can ; and here 
ends, This is the utmoft Limits of 
Humane power in the Communi- 
cation of Ideas. 

I have obferved elfewhere, and 
will take leave to put my Reader in 
mind of it once more. ’Tis little 
to the honour of Painting, or of 
the Mafters of whom the Stories are 
told that the Birds have been cheats 
ed by a Painted Bunch of Grapes ; 
or Men by a Fly, or a Curtain, and 
fuch like 5 Thefe are Little things 
in comparifon of what we are to 

E * expe^ 
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expert from the Art. Whoever 
have fancied thefe kind of things 
confiderable have been Wretched 
Connotjfeurs, how Excellent foever 
they may have been in Other re- 
fpetts. Rafaelle would have Dis- 
dain’d to have attempted fuch Tri- 
fles, or would have Blufh’d to have 
been Prais’d for them ; But Rafaelle 
would have Painted a God, a Hero, 
an Angel, a Madonna ; or he would 
have related fome Noble Hiftory, 
or made a Portrait in foch a man- 
ner, as Whoever faw it with Geni- 
us, and Attention, . fhould trealure 
up in his Mind an Idea that fhould 
always give him Pleafure, and be a 
Wifer, and Better Man all his Life 
after, 

The buflnefs of Painting is to do 
almoll: all that Difcourfe, and Books 
can, and in many Inftances much 
more, as well as more Speedily, 
and more Delightfully ; So that if 
Hiftory, if Poetry, if Philofophy, 

Natural, 
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Natural, or Moral, if Theology, 
if any of the Liberal Arts, and Sci- 
ences are worthy the Notice, and 
Study of a Gentleman, Painting is 
fo too. To read the Scripture I 
know will be allow’d to be an Em- 
ployment worthy of a Gentleman, 
becaufe (amongll other Reafons) 
from hence he learns his Duty to 
God, his Neighbour, and Himfelf,* 
he is put in mind of many Great, 
and Inllrmtive Events, and his Paf- 
fions are warm’d, and agitated, and 
turn’d into a right Channel j All 
thefe Noble Ends are anfwer’d, I 
will not fay as Effectually, but I will 
repeat it again and again they are 
Anfwer’d when we look upon, and 
confider what the great Mailers 
have done when they have affum’d 
the Characters of Divines, or Mo- 
ralills, or have in Their way related 
any of the Sacred Stories. Is it an 
Amufement, or an Employment 
worthy of a Gentleman to read 
1 Homer , 
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Homer , Virgil, Milton, See ? the 
Works of the mod Excellent Paint- 
ers have the like Beautiful Defcrip- 
tions,the like Elevation of Thought, 
and Raife, and Move the PafTions, 
Inftrud, and Improve the Mind as 
Thefe do. Is it worthy of a Gen- 
tleman to Employ, or Divert Him- 
felf by reading Thucydides, Livy, 
Clarendon , 8c c? the Works of the 
mod: Excellent Painters have the 
like Beauty of Narration, fill the 
Mind with Ideas of the like Noble 
Events, and Inform, Indruft, and 
Touch the Soul alike. Is it worthy 
of a Gentleman to read Horace, 
Terence, Shakefpear, the Tatlers, 
and Spectators, &c. The Works 
of the mod: Excellent Painters do 
alfo Thus give us an Image of Hu- 
mane Life, and fill our Minds with 
Ufeful Refle&ions, as well as Di- 
verting Ideas all thefe Ends are 
anfwer’d, and oftentimes to a great- 
er degree than any other \yay. To 

confider 
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confider a Picture aright is to Read, 
but in RefpeCt of the Beauty with 
which the Eye is all the while en- 
tertain’d, whether of Colours, or 
Figures, ’tis not only to read a Book, 
and that finely Printed, and well 
Bound, but as if a Conlort of Mu- 
lick were heard at the fame time : 
You have at once an Intellectual, 
and a Senfual Plealure. 

I plead for the Art, not its Abu- 
fes; ’Tis a Sublime Palfage that in 
Job ; If when I beheld the Sun when 
it Jhwedj or the Moon walking in 
Brightnefs, and my Heart hath been 
fecretly entic'd , or my Mouth hath 
kiffed my Handy This alfo was an I- 
mquity to be punijh'd by the Judge , 
for I fhould have deny'd the God that 
is above. If when I fee a Madonna 
tho’ painted by Rafaelle I be en- 
ticed and drawn away to Idolatry ; 
Or if the SubjeCt of a Picture, tho* 
painted by Annibale Caracci pollutes 
my Mind with impure Images, and 

transforms 
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transforms me into a Brute ; Or if 
any other, tho’ never fo Excellent, 
rob me of my Innocence, and Vir- 
tue, May my Tongue cleave to the 
Roof of my Mouth , and my Right 
Hand forget its Cunning If I am 
its Advocate as ’tis Inttrumental to 
fuch Deteftcd Purpofcs: But thcfe 
Abufes excepted (as What Has not 
been ? What Is not Abus’d ?) the 
Praifc of Painting is a Subjedt not 
unworthy of the Tongue, or Pen 
of the Greateft Orator, Poet, Hi- 
ftorian, Philofopher, or Divine; 
Any of which when he is confide- 
ring the Works of our Great Ma- 
tters will not only find him to be 
one of Themfelves, but fometimes 
All thefe at once, and in an Emi- 
nent Degree. I know I fpeak with 
Zeal, and an ardent Paffion for the 
Art, but I am ferious, and (peak 
from Convidtion, and Experience, 
and whoever confiders Impartially, 
and acquaints himfelf with fuch ad- 
mirable 
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mirable Works of Painters as I have 
done, will find what I have faid is 
Solid, and Unexaggerated Truth. 

The Dignity of the Science I am 
recommending will farther appeal* 
if it be confider’d, that if Gentle- 
men were Lovers of Painting, and 
Cormo'jJfeurs , it would be of great 
Advantage to the Publick, in 

1. The Reformation of our Man- 
ners. 

2. The Improvement of our Peo- 
ple. 

3. The Increafe of our Wealth, 
and with all thefe of our Honour, 
and Power. 

Anatomifts tell us there are fe- 
veral Parts in the Bodies of Animals 
that ferve to feveral Purpofes, Any 
of which Would juftify the Wifdom, 
and Goodnefs of Providence in the 
making of them,- but that they are 
Equally Ufeful, and Neceffary to 
All, and ferve the End of Each as 
effectually as if they were apply’d 

F to 
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to One only: This is alio true of 
Painting; It ferves for Ornament, 
and Ufe ; It Pleafes our'Eyes, and 
moreover Informs our Underftand- 
ings, Excites our Paffions, and In- 
ftru&s us how to Manage them. 

Things Ornamental, and things 
Ufeful are commonly diftinguifh’d, 
but the Truth is Ornaments are al- 
fo of Ufe, the Diftin&ion lies only 
in the Ends to which they are fub- 
fervient. The wife Creator in the 
great Fabrick of the World has a- 
bundantly provided for Thefe, as 
well as for Thofe that are called 
the Neceffaries of Life: Let us i- 
magine our Selves always inhabiting 
between Bare Walls, wearing no- 
thing but only to cover our Bodies, 
and protect them from the Incle- 
mencies. of the Weather, no Di- 
ftin&iou of Quality, or Office, See- 
ing nothing to Delight, but mere- 
. ly what ferves for the Maintenance 
our Being; how Savage, and Un- 
comfortable 
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comfortable mull This be! Orna- 
ments raife, and exhilarate our Spi- 
rits, and help to excite more Ufe- 
ful Sentiments than is commonly i- 
magin’d ,• And if Any have this ET- 
fed, Pidures (confider’d only as 
Such) will, as being one of the 
Principal of This kind. 

But Pidures are not merely Or- 
namental, they are alfolnftrudive; 
and Thus our Houles are not only 
unlike the Caves of Wild Bealls, or 
the Hutts of Savages, but diftin- 
guifh’d from thofe of Mahometans , 
which are Adorn’d indeed, but with 
what affords no Inllrudion to the 
Mind : Our Walls like the Trees of 
Dodona's Grove fpeak to us, and 
teach us Hillory, Morality, Divi- 
nity,- excite in us joy, Love, Pi- 
ty, Devotion, &c. If Pidures have 
not this good Effed, ’tis our Own 
Fault in not Chufing well, or not 
applying our Selves to make a Right 
Ufe of them. But I have fpoken 
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of This fufficiently already, and 
will only take leave to add Here, 
That if not only our Houfes, but 
our Churches were Adorn’d with 
proper Hiftories, or Allegories well 
Painted, the People being now fo 
well Inftru&ed as to be out of Dan- 
ger of Superftitious Abufes, their 
Minds would be more Senfibly af- 
fected than they can poflibly be 
without This Efficacious means of 
Improvement, and Edification. But 
This (as indeed every thing elfe ad- 
vanced by me) I humbly fubmit to 
the Judgment of my Superiours. 

If Gentlemen were Lovers of 
Painting, and Connoijfeurs This 
would help to Reform Them, as 
their Example, and Influence would 
have the like EffeCt upon the Com- 
mon People. All Animated Beings 
naturally covet Plealure, and ea- 
gerly purfue it as their Chiefefl: 
Good ; the great Affair is to chuffi 
thofe that are Worthy of Rational 

Beings, 
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Beings, Such as are not only Inno- 
cent, but Noble, and Excellent: 
Men of Eafy, and Plentiful For- 
tunes have commonly a great part 
of their time at their Own Difpo- 
fal, and the want of knowing how 
to pafs thofe Hours away in Virtu- 
ous Amufements contributes per- 
haps as much to the Mifchievous 
Effefts of Vice, as Covetoufnefs, 
Pride, Luft, Love of Wine, or a- 
ny other Paflion whatfoever. If 
Gentlemen therefore found Plea- 
fure in Pictures, Drawings, Prints, 
Statues, Intagltas y and the like Cu- 
rious Works of Art,- in difcovering 
their Beauties, and Defedts ; in mak- 
ing proper Obfervations thereupon; 
and in all the other parts of the bu- 
finefs of a Como'i[[eur y how many 
Hours of Leifure would Here be 
profitably employ’d, inflead of what 
is Criminal, Scandalous, and Mis- 
chievous! I confefs I cannot fpeak 
Experimentally becaufe I have not 

try’d 
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try’d Thofe,- nor can Any Man 
pronounce upon the Pleafures of 
Another, but I know what I am 
recommending is fo great a One, 
that I cannot conceive the Other 
can be Equal to it, Efpecially if the 
Draw-backs of Fear, Remorle, 
Shame, Pain, &c. be taken into 
the Account. 

i. Our Common People have 
been exceedingly Improv’d within 
an Age, or two, by being Taught 
to Read, and Write,- they have al- 
fo made great Advances in Mecha- 
nicks, and in feveral Other Arts, 
and Sciences; And our Gentry, and 
Clergy are more Learned, and bet- 
ter Reafoners than in times paft; a 
farther Improvement might yet be 
made, and particularly in the Arts 
of Defign, if as Children are taught 
Other things they, together with 
Thefe learnt to Draw; they would 
not only be qualify’d to be- 
come better Painters > Carvers, Gra- 
vers, 

Z 


Digitized by Google 



( +7 ) 

vers, and to attain the like Arts im- 
mediately, and evidently depending 
on Defign, but they would thus 
become better Mechanicks of all 
kinds. 

And if to learn to Draw, and to 
underftand Pictures, and Drawings 
were made a part of the Education 
of a Gentleman, as Their Example 
would Excite the Others to do the 
like, it cannot be deny’d but that 
This would be a farther Improve- 
ment even of This part of our Peo- 
ple : The whole Nation would by 
This means be removed fome De- 
grees higher into the Rational State, 
and make a more confiderable Fi- 
gure amongft the Polite Nations of 
the World. 

3. If Gentlemen were Lovers of 
Painting, and Connoiffeurs , many 
Summs of Money which are now la- 
vifti’d away, and conlum’d in Luxury 
would be laid up in Pi&ures, Draw- 
ings, and Antiques, which would be, 

not 
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ingEftate; Since as Time, and Ac- 
cidents rauft continually wafte, and 
diminish the Number of thefe Cu- 
riofities, and no New Supply (E- 
qual in Goodnefs to thofe we h ave) 
is to be hop’d for, as the appea- 
rances of things at prefent are, the 
Value of fuch as are preferv’d with 
Care muft neceflarily encreafe more 
and more : Efpecially if there is a 
greater Demand for them, as there 
Certainly will be if the T afte of Gen- 
tlemen takes This Turn: Nay ’tis 
not Improbable that Money laid 
out This way, with Judgment, and 
Prudence, (and if Gentlemen are 
good Connotffeurs they will not be 
impos’d upon as they too often are) 
may turn to Better Account than 
almoft in Any other. 

We know the Advantages Italy 
receives from her PofTeflion of fo 
many fine Pictures, Statues, and 
other curious Works of Art : If our 

Countrey 
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Countrey becomes famous in That 
way, as her Riches will enable her 
to be if our Nobility, and Gentry 
are Lovers and Conno'ijfeurs , and 
the Sooner if an Expedient be found 
(as it may Eafily be) to Facilitate 
their Importation, We fhall {hare 
with//tf/yin the Profits ariflng from 
the Concourfe of Foreigners for 
thePleafure, and Improvement that 
is to be had from the Seeing, and 
Confidering filch Rarities. 

If our People were Improved in 
the Arts of Defigning, not only 
our Paintings, Carvings, and Prints, 
but the Works of all our other Ar- 
tificers would alfo be proportiona- 
bly Improved, and confequently 
coveted by Other Nations, and 
their Price advanced, which there- 
fore would be no fmall Improve- 
ment of our Trade, and with that 
of our Wealth. 

I have obferv’d heretofore, that 
there is no Artift whatfoever, that 

G produces 
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produces a piece of work of a va- 
lue fo vaftly above that of the Ma- 
terials of Natures furnilhing as the 
Painter does ; nor confequently that 
can Enrich a Countrey in any De- 
gree like Him : Now if Painting 
were only confider’d as upon the 
Level with Other Manufactures, 
the Employment of More Hands, 
and the Work being Better done 
would certainly tend to the Increafe 
of our Wealth ,• but This Confide- 
ration over and above adds a great 
Weight to the Argument in favour 
of the Art as Inftrumental to This 
End. 

Inftead of Importing vafl: Quan- 
tities of Pictures, and the like Cu- 
riofities for Ordinary Ule, we might 
fetch from Abroad only the Belt, 
and fupply other Nations with Bet- 
ter than Now we commonly take 
off their Hands : For afmuch a Su- 
perfluity as thefe things are thought 
to be, they are fuch as no Body 

will 
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will be without* not the meaneft 
Cottager in the Kingdom, that is 
not in the extremeft Poverty, but 
he will have fomething of Pi&ure 
in his Sight. The fame is. the 
Cuftom in Other Nations, in Some 
to a Greater, in Others to a Lefs 
Degree: Thefe Ornaments People 
will have as well as what is abfo- 
lutely Necelfary to Life, and as fure 
a Demand will be for them as for 
Food, andCloaths* asitisinfome 
Other Inftances thought at firft to 
be Equally Superfluous, but which 
are Now become confiderable 
Branches ofTrade, andconfequent- 
of great Advantage to the Pub- 
ic. 

Thus a thing as yet unheard of, 
and whole very Name (to our Dis- 
honour) has at prelent an Uncouth 
Sound may come to be Eminent in 
the World, I mean the Enghfh 
School of Painting ; and whenever 
This happens who knows to what 
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it may rife; for the Engltjh Na- 
tion is not accuftom’d to do things 
by Halves. 

Arts, and Politenels have a con- 
ftant Rotation : Thefe parts of Eu- 
rope have twice received them from 
Italy, She from Greece , who had 
them from Egypt, and Perfia , 
In one Age fuch a part of the 
Globe is Enlighten’d, and the reft 
in Darknefs ,• and thofe that were 
Savages for many Centuries, in a 
certain Revolution of time become 
the fineft Gentlemen in the World. 
The Arts of Defign have long 
ago forfaken Perfia , Egypt , and 
Greece , and are now a third time 
much declin’d in Italy ; Some Other 
Countrey may fucceed Her in This 
particular, as She fucceeded Greece . 
Or if the Arts continue There, They 
may fpread themlelves, and Other 
Nations may Equal, if not Excel 
the Italians \ There is nothing Un- 

reafon- 
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reafonable in the thing, nay ’tis ex- 
ceeding Probable. 

I have faid it heretofore, and 
will venture to repeat it, notwith- 
ftanding the National Vanity of 
Some of our Neighbours, and our 
own Falfe Modefty, and Partiality 
to Foreigners (in This refpeft, tho* 
in Others we have fuch Demon- 
(Irations of our Superiority that we 
have learn’d to be Confcious of it) 
if ever the Great Tafte in Painting, 
if ever that Delightful, Ufeful, and 
Noble Art does revive in the World 
’tis Probable ’twill be in England. 

Befides that Greatnefs of Mind 
which has always been Inherent in 
our Nation, and a Degree of Solid 
Senfe not inferiour to any of our 
Neighbours, We have Advanta- 
ges greater than is commonly 
thought. We are not without our 
Share of Drawings, of which Italy 
has been in a manner exhaufted 
long fmce : We have fome fine An- 
tiques, 
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tiques, and a Competent number 
of Pictures of the Beft Matters. 
But whatever our Number, or Va- 
riety of Good Pi&ures is, We have 
the Beft Hiftory-Pi&ures that are 
any where now in being, for we 
have the Cartons of Rafaelle at 
Hampton-Court , which are Gene- 
rally allowed even by Foreigners, 
and Thofe of our own Nation who 
are the raoft Bigotted to Italy , or 
France , to be the Beft of that Ma- 
tter, as he is inconteftably the Beft 
of all thofe whofe Works remain in 
the World. And for Portraits we 
have Admirable ones, and perhaps 
the Beft of Rafaelle , Titian , Rubens , 
and above all of Van-Dyck , of 
whom we have very many: and 
Thefeare the Beft Portrait-Painters 
that ever were. 

In Ancient times we have been 
frequently Subdued by Foreigners, 
the Romans , Saxons , Danes , and 
Normans have all done it in their 

Turns; 
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Turns ; Thofe Days are at an End 
long fince - } and we are by various 
Steps arriv’d to the height of Mili- 
tary Glory, by Sea, and Land. Nor 
are we lefs Eminent for Learning, 
Philofophy, Mathematicks, Poetry, 
Strong, and Clear Reafoning, and a 
Greatnefs, and Delicacy of Tafte; 
In a Word, in Many of the Libe- 
ral, and Mechanical Arts we are E- 
qual to any other People, Ancients, 
or Moderns and in Some perhaps 
Superiour. We are not yet come 
to that Maturity in the Arts of De- 
fign ,• Our Neighbours, thofe of Na- 
tions Not remarkable for their Ex- 
celling in This way, as well as 
thofe that Are, have made frequent, 
and fuccefsful Inroads upon us, and 
in This particular have Lorded it 
over our Natives Here in their own 
Countrey. Let us at length Dif- 
dain as much to be in Subjection in 
This refpeCt as in Any Other,- Let 
us put forth our Strength, and em- 
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ploy our National Virtue, that 
Haughty Impatience of Subjection, 
and Inferiority, which feems to be 
the Characteriftick of Our Nation 
in This as on many Other Illuftri- 
ous Occafions, and the thing will 
be effected j the Engltjh School will 
Rife, andFlourifh. 

And to This, and to the obtain- 
ing the Benefits to the Publick con- 
fequent thereupon, what I have 
Been pleading for would greatly 
contribute: For if our Nobility, 
and Gentry were Lovers, and Con - 
noijfeurs , Publick Encouragement, 
and Afliftance would be given to 
the Art; Academies would be fet 
up, Well Regulated, and the Go- 
vernment of them put into Such 
Hands, as would not want Autho- 
rity to maintain thofe Laws, with- 
out which no Society can Profper, 
or long Subfift. Thefe Academies 
would then be well provided of all 
Neceffaries for Inftruttion in Geo- 
metry, 
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metry, Perfpe&ive, and Anatomy, 
as well as Defigning, for without 
a competent Proficiency in the 
three former, no confiderable Pro- 
grefs can be made in the Other- 
They would then be furnifhed with 
Good Matters to Direct the Students, 
and good Drawings, and Figures, 
whether Cafts, or Originals, An- 
tique, or Modern for their Imita- 
tion. Nor ttiould thefe be con- 
fider’d merely as Schools, or Nur- 
feries for Painting, and Sculptors, 
and other Artitts of That kind, but 
as places for the better Education 
of Gentlemen, and to Complete 
the Civilizing, and Polifhing of our 
People, as our Other Schools, and 
Univerfities, and the Other means 
of Inftrudion are. 

If our Nobility, and Gentry were 
Lovers of Painting, 2x\&Conno'tJJ'eur$> 
a much greater T reafure of Pidures, 
Drawings, and Antiques would be 
brought in, which would contri- 
H bute 


Digitized by Google 



( 58 ) 

bute abundantly to the Railing, and 
Meliorating our Tafte, as well as to 
the Improvement of our Artifts. 

And then too People of Condi- 
tion would know that at Prelent, 
whatever Has been the State of 
things heretofore, Foreigners (be 
they Italians , or of whatever other 
Countrey) have not the Advantage 
over us whether as Connoijfeurs , or 
as Painters, as They have been ac- 
cuftomed to Imagine: They will 
then know that if in Some Inftan- 
ces the Advantage is on Their Side, 
in Others *tis on Ours: Thus that 
Partiality fo Difcouraging, and Per- 
nicious to Our Own People will be 
removed. 

Such Men being ConnotJ/eurs } and 
Lovers of Painting, and Zealous 
for the Honour, and Intereft of 
their Countrey in This particular, 
would raife the fame Spirit in O- 
thers, and amongft the reft in the 
Artifts themfelves if it were not 

there 
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there before: And Thefe would 
Then be oblig’d to labour to Im- 
prove in their (everal ways, becaufe 
they muft be Otherwile without 
Employment, whereas they will be 
tempted to indulge themfelves in 
Sloth, and Ignorance when they 
find there are Eafier Methods of 
attaining Fame, and Riches, at 
leaft of living tolerably well, than 
by making any confiderable Pro- 
grefs in their Art: 

A good Tafte, and Judgment in 
thofe who employ them would 
not only compel Painters to 
Study, and be Induftrious, but put 
them in a Right way if they fell 
not into it of Themfelves: It has 
been laid, and I verily believe ’tis 
true, that King Charles I. took fuch 
delight in Painting that he frequent- 
ly fpent feveral Hours with Van- 
,Dyck ; remarking upon his Works, 
and giving him fuch Hints as much 
contributed to the Excellence we 
Hz fee 
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fee in them. Painters would thus 
learn not to attach themfelves 
Meanly, and Servilely to the Imi- 
tation of This, or That particular 
Manner, or Matter, and thofe per- 
haps none of the Beil, but to have 
more Noble, Open, and Extenfive 
Views ; to go to the Fountain Head 
from whence the Greateft Men have 
drawn That which has made their 
Works the Wonder of fucceeding 
Ages; They would thus learn to go 
to Nature, and to the Reafon of 
things. Let them receive all the 
Warmth, and Light they can from 
Drawings, Pi&ures, and Antiques, 
but let them not flop there, but en- 
deavour to difeover what Rules the 
Great Matters went by, what Prin- 
ciples they built upon, or might 
have built upon, and let them do 
the fame; not becaufe They did fo, 
or were Suppofed to have done fo, 
but becaufe S twas Reafonable, 

If (Laftly) Men of Birth, and 
w.i. Fortunes 
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Fortunes were generally Lovers of 
Painting, and Conno'tJJ'eurs , as they 
would be convinc’d of the Dignity 
of the Profeffion, they would caule 
more oftheirYoungerSons (at leaft) 
to be applied this way, as well as 
to Law, Divinity, Arms, Naviga- 
tion, &c. Thefe by a generous E- 
ducation, and not being oblig’d to 
work for bare Subfiftence would be 
better Qualify’d for fo Noble a 
Study, and have better Opportuni- 
ties of Improvement in it. There 
can be no fuch thing as a Mere 
Painter,* to merit the Name of a 
Painter ’tis neceifary to be much 
more, he muft be Confiderable 
without That Addition. ’Tis not 
Here as in Numbers, where if a 
Unite be let before feveral Cyphers 
it may make a Summ; there muft 
be a large Summ firft, and then 
This Unite fet at the Head of them 
has a Value, and makes the whole 
Ten times more. 

I have 


Digitized by Google 



1 


( *2 ) 

I have been fhewing how Benefi- 
cial the Art of Painting is, and how 
much More it Might be made to 
the Publick in the Reformation of 
our Manners, Improvement of our 
People, andlncreafe of our Wealth, 
all which would bring a proportio- 
nable Addition of Honour, and 
Power to this Brave Nation ; And 
I have {hewn that for a Gentleman 
to become a Lover of the Art, and 
a Comotjfeur is the Means to at- 
tain this End : This alone if there 
•was no other Argument would prove 
it to be worthy of Such a one to 
turn his Thoughts This way. 

Here being a full Pe- 
riod, and the ftrft Oppor- 
tunity I have had, I will 
inform the Publick that 
I have at length found a 
Name for the Science ©f 

a Con- 
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a Connoijfeur of which I 
am treating, and which I 
obferved at the entrance 
of this Subjed wanted 
One, After fome of thefe 
Sheets were printed I was 
complaining of this De- 
fed to a Friend, who I 
knew, and Every Body 
will readily acknowledge 
was very proper to be ad- 
vifed with on This, or a 
Much Greater Occalion; 
and the next Day had 
the honour of a Letter 
from him on another Af- 
fair, wherein however the 
Term Conn O I S SAN CE WaS 
us’d; This I immediately 
found was That he recom- 
mended. 
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mended, and which I fhall 
ufe hereafter. And in- 
deed fince the Term Con- 
noiffeur, tho’ it has a Ge- 
neral Signification , has 
been received as denoting 
One skilful in this parti- 
cularScience jthere can be 
no reafon why the Science 
it felf fhould not be call- 
ed Connoiffance. Perhaps 
’tis not without fomeMix- 
ture of Vanity in my felf, 
but in Jultice to my 
Friend I muft not con- 
ceal his Name ; ’tis Mr. 

PRIOR. 



courle. 

There are Few that pretend to 
be Connoijjeurs , and of thole Few 

the 
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the number of Such as Deferve to 
be fo call’d is very Small : ’Tis not e- 
nough to be an Ingenious Man in 
General, nor to have feen all the 
Fineft things in ' Europe , nor even 
to be able to Make a good Pidure, 
Much lefs the having the Names, 
and fomething of the Hiftory of 
the Mailers: All This will not 
make a Man a good ConmtJ[euir y 
To be able to judge of the Good- 
nels of a Pidure, moll of thofe 
Qualifications are necelfary, which 
the Painter himlelf ought to be pofi* 
felfed of. That is, all that are not 
Pradical; He mull be Mailer of the 
Subjed, and if it be Improveable 
he mull know it is lo, and Wherein ; 
He mull not only fee, and Judge of 
the Thought of the Painter in what 
he Has done, but mull know more- 
over what he Ought to have done. 
He mull be acquainted with the 
Palfions, their Nature, and how 
they appear on all Occafions. He 

I muft 
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mud have a Delicacy of Eye to judge 
of Harmony, and Proportion, of 
Beauty of Colours, and Accuracy 
of Hand; and Ladly he mud be 
converfant with the Better Sort of 
People, and with the Antique, or 
he will not be a good judge of 
Grace, and Greatnefs. To be a 
good ConnQi[feur (I obferv’d hereto- 
fore) a Man mud be as free from 
all kinds of Prejudice as poifible ; 
He mud moreover have a Clear, and 
Exa<d way of Thinking, and Rea- 
foning ; he mud know how to take 
in, and manage jud Ideas ; and 
Throughout he mud have not on- 
ly a Solid, but an Unbiafs’d Judg- 
ment. Thefe are the Qualifica- 
tions of a Connotjfeut : ; And are not 
Thefe, and the Exercife of Them, 
well becoming a Gentleman? 

The Knowledge of Hidory has 
ever been edeem’d to be fo. And 
this is abfolutely neceffary to a Con- 
no'tjfeur , not That only which may 

enable 
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enable him to judge how well the 
Painter has managed fuch, and 
fuch a Story, which he will have 
frequent Occafion to do, but the 
particular Hiftory of the Arts, and 
Specially of Painting. 

Methinks it fliould be worth the 
while of fome one duly qualified for 
fuch an Undertaking, inftead of the 
Accounts of Revolutions in Em- 
pires, and Governments, and the 
Means, or Accidents, whereby they 
were effe&ed, Military, or Po- 
litical, to give us the Hiftory of 
Mankind with refped to the place 
they hold amongft Rational Beings ; 
that is, a Hiftory of Arts, and Sci- 
ences j Wherein it would be feen 
to what heights fome of the Species 
have rifen in Some Ages, and Some 
Countreys, whilft at the fame time 
on Other parts of the Globe Men 
have been but one Degree above 
Common Animals ; And the fame 
People who in This Age gave a 
I i Dignity 
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Dignity to Humane Nature, in a- 
nother funk almoft to Brutality, or 
Chang’d from One Excellency to 
Another. Here We might find 
Where, and When fuch an Inven- 
tion firft appear’d, and by what 
Means ,• What Improvements, and 
Decays happen’d : When fuch ano- 
ther Luminary rofe, and what 
courfe it took ; and whether ’tis now 
Afcending ; in its Zenith, Declining, 
or Set. Here it would be confider’d 
what Improvements the Moderns 
have made upon the Ancients , 
2nd what Ground they have loft: 
Spell a Hiftory well written, would 
give a clear Idea of the Nobleft 
Species of Beings we are acquaint- 
ed with in that particular wherein 
their preheminence confifts. And 
(by the way) I will take leave to 
obferve that we fhould find them to 
have arriv’d to a vaft Extent of 
Knowledge, and Capacity in Na- 
tural Pfiilofophy, in Aftronomy, 

in 
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in Navigation, in Geometry, and 
other Branches of the Mathema- 
ticks, in War, in Government, in 
Painting, Poetry, Mufick, and o- 
ther Liberal, and Mechanick Arts; 
In other refpeds, particularly in 
Metaphyficks, and Religion to have 
been Ridiculous, and Contempti- 
ble: Except where the Divine Good- 
nefs has vouchfafed an Extraordi- 
nary Portion of Light, like the 
Sun-beams darting out here, and 
there upon the Earth in a Cloudy 
Day, or where it has blaz’d out 
plentifully by Supernatural Reve- 
lation. 

In fuch a Hi (lory it would be 
found that the Arts of Defign, 
Painting, and Sculpture were known 
in Perfia y and Egypt long before 
we have any Accounts of them a- 
mongft the Greeks ,- but that They 
carried them to an Amazing height, 
from whence they afterwards fpread 
themfelvcs into Italy , and other 

Parts 
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Parts, with various Revolutions , 
’till they funk with the Roman Em- 
pire, and were loft for many Ages, 
(o that there was not a Man upon 
the Face of the Earth able to deli- 
neate the Form of a Houfe, a Bird, 
a Tree, a Humane Face, a Body, 
or whatever other Figure confiding 
of any Variety of Curv’d Lines o- 
therwile than as a Child amongft 
Us,- to do this Right, and as it is 
done Now, was as much above the 
Capacity of the Species at That time 
as it is Now to make a Voyage to 
the Moon. In this State of things, 
about the middle of the 13 th Cen- 
tury Giovanni Cimabue a Florentine , 
prompted to it by a Natural Genius, 
and affifted at firft by fome wretch- 
ed Painters from Greece began to 
Reftore thofe Arts, which were I m- 
prov’d by his Difciple Giotto. 

In fuch a Hiftory it would fol- 
low that after feveral Endeavours, 
and Advances had been made by 

Simone 
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Stmone Memm 'i , Andrea I errocchto y 
and others, Majfaccio born about 
Anno 1417 at Florence y (who indeed 
I ought to have inferted in the 
Chronological Lift in my former 
Book) This great Man , in his 
fhort Life of Six and Twenty 
Years, made fo confiderable an Im- 
provement upon what he found 
had been done before him, that he 
May juftly be (as he Is) efteem’d, 
the Father of the Second Age of 
Modern Painting. The Light thus 
happily kindled in Tufcany diffus’d 
it felf into Lombardy , for foon af- 
ter the Death of Mafaccio , the Bel - 
lint s, Jacopo , and his two Sons 
firft introduc’d the Art in Venice ; 
and foon after Francefco Francia 
appear’d at Bologna , and was the 
Majfaccio of that City - y for the Art 
had rais’d its Head there long be- 
fore, and Some fay more early than 
even at Florence ; tho’ it was but 
juft kept alive there ’till many Years 

after. 
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after. About this time too Andrea 
Mantegna lhew’d the Art to Thofe 
of Mantua , and Padua. Germany 
alfo had her Albert Durer about 
the latter End of the fame Century, 
and in the beginning of the next 
Lucas van Leyden was famous in 
Holland i as was Hans Holbein 
quickly after here in England . But 
Florence was ftill the Center of 
Light, where it brighten’d more, 
and more; For in the Year 144^ 
Lionardo da Vinci was born there: 
This was a Univerfal Man, and a- 
mongft other Arts was Excellent in 
Painting, and Defigning, efpecial- 
ly the latter, in which he fometimes 
almoft equall’d the Beil Matters the 
World ever faw. About 30 Years 
after him arofe Michelangelo Buo - 
narotti , the Head of the Florentine 
School, aYaft Genius Superiour to 
all the Moderns in Sculpture, and 
perhaps in Defigning, and a pro- 
found Knowledge in Anatomy ; and 

moreover 
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moreover as Excellent an Architect. 
Thefe two great Men coming to 
Rome , where (tho’ there was fo 
great a Difproportion in theirYears) 
they were Competitors, transferr’d 
the Seat of the Art to that Happy 
City. Tho’ in Venice it went on 
improving, and growing up to 
Maturity, and Perfection, which it 
attain’d to (in fome of its Parts, 
particularly Colouring) in Giorgi- 
one, and more eminently in Titian, 
and in Corregio upon the Terra fir - 
ma of Lombardy, And Now, that 
is, upon the entrance of the 16th 
Century the great Luminary of 
Painting appear’d above the Hori- 
zon, the undoubted Head of the 
Roman School, and of the Modern 
Painters Rafaelle Sanzio da Urbino . 
Whether any of the Ancients ex- 
cell’d him, and if they did, in what 
Degree are Queftions which theHi- 
ftory I am recommending as proper 
to be written may endeavour to re- 

K folve. 
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folve, 1 will not. But fiich an Hi- 
ftorian will go on to {hew how the 
Flame which blaz’d fo glorioufly in 
Rafaelle , and continued Bright, 
tho’ with a diminilh’d Luftre in his 
Difciples G'tuho Romano , Polidoro , 
Pierino , and others and at Flo- 
rence in Andrea del Sarto • and 
There, and Elfewhere, as well as 
at Rome in Baldajfar Peruzzi , Pri - 
mattccio , Battifia Franco , Parmeg- 
giano , the Elder Palma , Tintoretto , 
Baroccio , Paolo Veronefe y the two 
Zuccaroes , Cigoli , and many others. 
Decay’d by little, and little j ’Till it 
was blown up again in the School 
of the Caracci in Bologna about an 
Hundred and Forty Years ago - y and 
continued with great Brightnels in 
their Difciples, and Others ; Giu - 
feppino , Vanni y Guido , Albania Do- 
mmtch'mo , Lanfranco &c. But as the 
wept when they law the le- 
cond Temple, which tho’ Magni- 
ficent was not Equal to the firil, 

fo 
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fo neither was this great Effort ca- 
pable of producing fuch Stupendi- 
ous Works of Art as thofe of the 
Rafaelle Age. And tho’ we have had 
Great Men in their Several ways, 
as Rubens , Spagnoletto , Guercino , 
Nicolas Poujjin , Pietro da Cortona , 
Andrea Sac chi , V in-Dyck, Cafli - 
glione , Claude Lorenefe , the Bor- 
gognone, Salvator Rofa , Carlo Ma - 
, Luca Giordano , and fe- 
veral Others of Leffer Note, tho* 
neverthelefs of Confiderable Me- 
rit, yet the Art has vifibly de- 
clin’d. As for its Prefent State 
in Z?tf/y, Here, and Elfewhere the 
Hiftorian I am fpeaking of may 
write what he thinks fit, and per- 
haps by that time New Matter may 
arifej I, for my part, inftead of 
entering upon that Subject, will 
content my felf with obferving in 
general. That tho’ Mankind have 
always exprefs’d a Love to it, and 
been ready to encourage the weak- 

K z eft 


Digitized by Google 



( 76 ) 

eft Endeavours this way, (I only 
Except the Jews, an Arabian Im- 
poftor, and his Fanatick Difciples, 
and fome few Enthufiafts, and Sour, 
Stupid People) the Species in all 
the many Ages of their Exiftence 
have been rarely able, and in a nar- 
row Extent of Countrey, at any 
one time to perform any thing con- 
fiderable in Painting: There have 
been Innumerable Great Mafters in 
Other Arts, and Sciences, but in 
This the Number is very Small ,* 
Great Mafters in many Other Arts 
have appear’d in All Ages,* Of 
Painting there have been none in 
all the Six Thoufand Years fince 
the Birth of the World (at leaft 
We have no Account of them) Ex- 
cept thofe in Greece , and Italy two 
Thoufand Years ago, and that per- 
haps for about the Space of Five 
Hundred Years; and Thofe in this 
Latter Age of the Art of which I 
have been offering a Curfory View. 

Sq 
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So ancient ./Etna’s Sulphurous Caverns give 
Sufficient Food to keep the Flame alive j 
The kindled Stream thro ' ev'ry Chafm firays 
On each Combujlible with Gladnefs preysj 
But in large Spaces ampler Fires difiplays j 
Deep Sunk below 'tis hid from Mortal Eyes t 
But Smoak , and Cinders moderately rife j 
'Till Nature furnifhing Uncommon Stores , 
The Hill from out her gaping Summit pours 
A fending Ruddy Flames , and with a Sound 
Loud , and Triumphant fills the Air around , 
Supplies the Heavens with another Day , 
And fews the Mariner far off his way ; 
The Stock euhaufted to her Wont returns , 
And Silently , Unfeen the Mountain burns. 


It muft have been obferv’d that 
the Art has flourifhed at Florence , 
Rome , Venice , Bologna , &c. In 
each of which Places the Style of 
Painting has been Different,* as it 
has been in the feveral Ages in 
which it has flouriihed. When it 
firffc began to Revive after the Ter- 
rible Devaftations of Superftition, 
and Barbarity, it was with a Stiff, 
Lame manner, which mended by 
little, and little ’till the time of 

Mafac- 
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Mafaccio , who rofe into a Better 
Tafte, and Began what was refer- 
ved for Rafaelle to Complete. How- 
ever this Bad Style had fomething 
Manly, and Vigorous; Whereas in 
the Decay, whether after the Hap- 
py Age of Rafaelle , or that of An- 
nibale One fees an Effeminate, Lan- 
guid Air, Or if it has not That it 

<j 3 

has the Vigour of a Bully, rather 
than of a Brave Man : The Old 
Bad Painting has more Faults than 
the Modern, but this falls into the 
Infipid. 

The Painters of the Roman 
School were the Belt Defigners , 
and had more of the Antique Tafte 
in their Works than any of the O- 
thers, but generally they were not 
good Colourifts ; Thofe of Florence 
were good Defigners, and had a 
Kind of Greatnefs, but ’twas not 
Antique. Th e, Venetian^ and Lom- 
bard Schools had Excellent Colou- 
rifts, and a certain Grace but en- 
tirely 
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tirely Modern, efpecially thofe of 
V mice ; but their Drawing was ge- 
nerally IncorreCt, and their Know- 
ledge in Hiftory, and the Antique 
very little: And the Bolognefc 
School is a Sort of Compofition of 
the Others ^ even Annibale himfelf 
poflefTed not any Part of Painting 
in the Perfection as is to be feen 
in thofe from whom His Manner is 
compos’d, tho’ to make amends he 
poifeffed more Parts than perhaps 
any Other Mailer, and in a very 
high Degree- The Works of thofe 
of the German School have a 
Drynefs, and ungraceful Stiffnels, 
not like what is ieen amongft the 
Old Florentines, That has fomethig 
in it Pleafing however, but This is 
Odious, and as remote from the 
Antique as Gotbki/m could carry it. 
The blemtngs have been Good Co- 
lourifts, and imitated Nature as 
They conceived it, that is, inftead 
of Railing Nature, they fell below 


it. 
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it, tho’ not fo much as the Ger- 
mans, nor in the fame Manner; 
Rubens himfelf Liv’d, and Dy’d 
a Fleming , tho’ he would fain have 
been an Italian j but his Imitators 
have Caricatura'd His Manner, that 
is they have been more Rubens in 
his Defe&s than he himfelf was, 
but without his Excellencies. The 
French (Excepting fome few of 
them, N. PouJJin , LeSeur , Sebajli - 
en Four don. See.) as they have not 
the German StifFnefs, nor the Fie - 
mifh Ungracefulnefs, neither have 
they the Italian Solidity ; and in 
their Airs of Heads, and Manners, 
they are eafily diftinguifh’d from the 
Antique how much foever they 
may have endeavour’d to imitate 
them. 

Which have been the mod Ex- 
cellent Painters the Ancients, or 
the Moderns is a Queftion often 
propos’d, and which I will try to re- 
folve. That the Painters of Thofe 

times 
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times were Equal to the Sculptors 
in Invention, Expreffion, Drawing, 
Grace, and Greatneft is fo exceed- 
ing probable that I think it may be 
taken For granted. If fo, that in 
Drawing, Grace, and Greatnefs 
the Ancients have the Advantage 
is certain; and little left than cer- 
tain that in Colouring, and Com- 
pofition the Moderns have it More. 
But tho’ That be true, Thofe Parts 
of Painting being not fo Confide- 
table as the Other in which the Mo- 
derns arc outdone, it will hardly 
reduce the Matter to an Equality, 
the Advantage will remain to the 
Ancients fo far as we have gone. 
It remains that We confidet the o- 
ther Parts of Painting, the In- 
vention , and Expreffion : The 

manner of Thinking of the Am 
cients is fiich as is not to be men- 
tion’d without the utmoft: Venera- 
tion allow’d to be given to Mortal 
Men: But when I fee what Some 

L of 
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of the Moderns have done in Thefe 
Parts of Painting I profefs I dare 
not determine which has the Pre- 
ference. It would be a fine Amufe- 
ment, or rather aNoble, andaUfe- 
ful Employment for a Gentleman 
to colled:, and compare the ma- 
ny fine Thoughts, and Expreffions, 
on One Side, and the Other : For 
Me to do it here would be too Te- 
dious, and too great a Task, having 
already undertaken what will coft 
me More Pains, and Time than I 
intended, or perhaps is fit for me 
to beftow this way. Whether e- 
ven This would end the Difpute is 
Uncertain • But as the Matter ftands 
at prefent, allowing an Equality in 
thefelaft mentioned Parts of Paint- 
ing, and an Advantage to the Mo- 
dern in Some others, the Superio- 
rity of the Ancients in Drawing, 
Grace, and Greatnefs determines 
in Favour of Them 

Another Part of Hiftory no lefs 

worthy 
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worthy a Gentleman’s Confidera- 
tion than necettary to a Conno’tffeur , 
is that of the Lives of the particular 
Matters. When we reflect upon the 
Vigorous Sallies which Some of the 
Species have made, whereby they 
have as it were connected Ours with 
that of the next Order of Beings a- 
bove us we mutt naturally defire to 
have a more exad Account of every 
Step they made towards that Glori- 
ous Diftindion: This alfo will be of 
Ufe to Our Selves, and help to ex- 
cite Us to do Something, whereby 
We alfo may be diftinguifh’d wirh 
Honour , and our Memories be 
Sweet to Pofterity. 

As in reading the Lives of the 
Great Captains, and Statefmen we 
are inttruded in the Hiftory of 
Their Times, and Their Own, and 
Neighbouring Nations $ In thofe 
of Philofophers , and Divines we 
fee the State of Learning, and Re- 
ligion, So in the Lives of the Paint- 

L 2 ers 
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Cts we fee tke Hiftory of the Art- 
aud l believe there has been, as many 
Accounts of thefe Great Men, who 
have done fo much Honour t-o Hu- 
mane Nature, and many of them 
as welX written, as of aoy Qafe of 
Men whatfoevet. 

The 


Le Vite dei Pit tori e d* Scullori co ’ Ritratti, defcritte 
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Entrctiens fuf les Vies , if fur let Outrages des plus 
Excellent Pewtres Ancient if Moderns, par Filibien , 
Tom. 1. Paris 1 666 . Tom, 2. 1672. 4 to. Reptime Pa- 
ns i6Sy. Amfl. $vo. 


Acar 


Digitized by Googl 


( 85 y ) 

The General Idea I have of thofe 
Excellent Men, I mean of the Prin~ 
cjpaJ. of them, Sock as thofe of 
whom I have given an Hiftoireat, 
and ChronologicaL Life at trhe end 
of my Former Book is this, They 
were Mofe of them: Men of Fine, 
NaturaL Parts, and! Some of them 
wenc -very far into Learning, and 
Other Sciences, particularly Mn- 
fick, and Poetry; Many of them 
have received the Honour of 
Knighthood, and Some have En- 
tail’d Nobility on their Pofterity; 
Moft of them advanc’d their For- 
tunes very considerably, They have 
Generally been in great Favour with 
their Soveraigns, Or at leaft were 
much Efteem’d, and Honour’d by 
Men of the Firft Quality y Liv’d in 

Academia Nobijijfimce Artie Biftoria Joacbimi Son* 
dr art. a-Stockatt Nor nub. 1 6frj. fol. 

Abrcge deletbfiej des Beiatreipar M. de Piles, Barit 
*7U- 

la the Engliflj Tranflation of the. Arc of Painting, 
by C. A. du Frefeiey , the Lives of the Painters ace 
abridg’d by Mr. C'rahme. Lund. 1716. 
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Great Reputation, and Dy’d much 
Lamented: Several of them were 
remarkably Fine Gentlemen, and if 
any of them were not lo, they were 
not Sordid, Low, Vicious Crea^- 
tures. Correggio was an Obfcure 
Man whilft he liv’d, but is one of 
the Greateft Inftances of a Genius 
that the World ever faw; He was 
Obfcure, not Vicious. Annibale 
Caracci took more Pleafure in his 
Painting than in the Gaieties of a 
Court, or the Converfation , or 
Friendfhip of the Great, which with 
a fort of Stoical, and perhaps a mix- 
ture of a Cynical Pride he defpis’d, 
but he had a Greatnefs of Mind 
that pleads effectually in his be- 
half, and compels us to overlook 
his Faults, which were much owing 
to his natural Melancholy. The 
Hiftories of Rafaelle. Lionardo da 
Vinci , M’chelangeloy Titiano , Giu- 
ho Romano , Guido , Rubens , Van- 
Dyck , and Sir Peter Lely, (to name 

no 
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no more,) are well known, They . 
liv’d in great Honour, and made a 
very considerable Figure in their fe- 
veral Times, and Countreys. 

That the Generality of Good 
Painters have been Idle, and Sots, 
is a Vulgar Error, On the Contra- 
_ ry I know not even One Inftance of 
This among thofe Great Mailers 
who 1 have all along been fpeaking 
of, and who alone are considera- 
ble in their ProfeSSion ,• tho’ indeed 
Thofe that have given Occafion 
for This Scandal may poSTibly have 
been the BeSl whofe Works thole 
People who have Thus thought 
have been acquainted with. 

Another Miilake of This kind 
is, That the Painters how Excel- 
lent foever they may have been 
in their Art, have been Inconfide- 
rable Creatures Other wife : But (as 
I have obferv’d heretofore) a Valu- 
able Man will remain tho’ a Good 
Painter is deprived of his Eyes, and 
Hands When 
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When after aBroudlerie, between 
Pope Julius, and Michelangelo, up- 
on account of Slight the Artift con- 
ceiv’d the Pontif had put upon 
him, (the Story is at large in Va- 
fart) Michelangelo was introduced 
by a Bifhop (who was a Stranger 
to him, but was deputed by Car- 
dinal Soderini , who being Sick 
could not do it himfelf as was in- 
tended) this Bifhop thinking to 
ferve Michelangelo by it made it 
an Argument that the Pope fhould 
be reconcil’d to him Becaufe Men 
of his Profeffion were commonly Ig* 
nor ant , and of no Confequence Other - 
wife -j his Holinefs enrag’d at the 
Bifhop (truck him with his Staff, 
and told Him ’twas He that was the 
Blockhead y and Affronted the Man 
Him f elf would not Offend : Th e Pre- 
late was driven out of the Chamber, 
and Michelangelo had the Pope’s 
Benediction accompanied with Pre- 
fen ts. This Bifhop had fallen in- 
to 
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to this Vulgar Error, and was Re- 
buk’d accordingly. 

What I have been faying puts 
riiein mind of a Story which paffes 
very currantly of this Great Mafter* 
and that is that he had a Porter 
fix’d as to aCrofs, and then ftabb’d 
him that he might the better ex- 
prefs the Dying Agonies of our 
Lord in a Crucifix he was paint- 
ing: I find no good Ground for this 
Slander. Perhaps ’tis a Copy of a 
like Story of Parrhafius , the truth 
of which is alfo much doubted of; 
’tis faid he faflen’d a Slave he had 
bought to a Machine, and then 
tormented him to death, and whilft 
he was Dying painted the Prome- 
theus he made for the Temple of 
Minerva at Athens. 

Now that I am upon Particu- 
lars, there is one of a Different Sore 
relating to Titian , which I will 
take this Occafion to make more 
Publick than has yet been done: 

M ’Tis 
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’Tis a Letter written by Him to the 
Emperour Charles V. I find it in a 
Collection of Italian Letters Print- 
ed at Venice 1 5:74. Ridolfi , nor any 
other Writer that I know of hasThis, 
tho 5 he has Another written to the 
Emperour, and one to Philip II. 
King of Spain, as he has alfo one 
or two Letters from that King to 
Titian. 

InvittiJJimo Principe, Je dolfe alia 
facra maejld uojlra la falfa nuoua 
della morte rma , a me e Jlato dt 
Confolatione d' ejfere per cio fatto piu 
certo che I altezza uojlra della mia 
feruitu fi ricordi onde la utta nf e 
doppiamenta car a. Et humilmente 

prego N. S. Dto a conferuarmi (fe 
non piu) lanto che finifca V opera 
della Cefarea Maejla uojlra , la 
quale ft truoua in ter mine che a Set - 
temhre projjimmo potra comparire di- 
nanzi l } altezza uojlra, alia quale 
fra quejlo mezzo con ogni humilta 

m’inchino, 
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m'tnchtnOy & riuerentemente in fua 
gratia mi raccommando. 

Titiano Vecellio. 

Lomazzo in his Idea del Tempio 
della Pittara pag. 57. prettily cha- 
racterizes leveral of Thole Great 
Mailers I have been Ipeaking of 
by Animals, and Famous Men, 
chiefly Philofophers. To Michel- 
angelo he afligns a Dragon, and 
Socrates , to Gandentio an Eagle, 
and Plato $ To Polidoro a Horle, 
and Alcides , T o Leonardo da lAnci 
a Lyon, an & Prometheus $ 'To An- 
drea Mantegna a Serpent, and Ar- 
chimedes y To Titiano an Ox, and 
Arijlotle ; To Rafaelle a Man, and 
Solomon. For the reft I refer you 
to the Books. 

But what completes the Hiftory of 
Thefe Great Painters is theirW orks ; 
of which a great Number, elpeci- 
ally of Drawings, is preferved to 
Our times. Here we fee their Be- 
M 2 ginning. 
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ginning, Progrefs, and Completion ; 
their feveral various Ways of Think- 
ing; their different Manners of Ex- 
preffng their Thoughts,- the Ideas 
they have of Beauty in Viftble Ob- 
jeds; and what Accuracy, andRea- 
dinels of Hand they had in Expreff 
fing what they conceiv’d. Here we 
fee the Steps they made in Some of 
their Works, their Diligence, Care- 
Jeffnefs, or other Inequalities, the 
V ariation of their Styles, and abun- 
dance of other Circumftances rela- 
ting to them. If therefore Hifto- 
ry, if the Hiftory of the Arts ,- If 
the Hiftory of the particular Artifts, 
jf thefe are worthy of a Gentleman,- 
This part of the Hiftory, Thus 
written, where almoft Every Page, 
Every Chara&er is an Inftance of 
the Beauty, and Excellency of the 
Art, and of the admirable Quali- 
ties of the Men of whom it treats 
is alfo well worthy his Perufal, apd 
Stqdy. 

I will 
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I will conclude this Branch of 
my Argument relating to the Dig- 
nity of Painting, and Conno'tjfance , 
with obferving That thofe of the 
Created Quality have not thought 
it Unworthy of them to pradife, 
npt the Latter only, but the" O- 
ther. And that if it is not yet a 
Diminution of Such a One’s Cha- 
racter Not to be a Conm'tjJ'eur , ’tis 
an Addition to it if he Is ; and is 
judg’d to be fo by Every body. And 
Some Such we have of our own Na- 
tion, who are Diftinguilh’d not on- 
ly by their Births, and Fortunes, 
but by other the moffc Amiable 
Qualities that juftly endear them 
to all that have the Honour, and 
Happinefs of Knowing them, and 
being Known to them, if withall 
they have any Senfe of V irtue, Inte- 
grity, Honour, Love of ones Coun- 
trey, and other Noble Qualities, 
which thofe Illuftrious ConnotJJ'eurs 
poffels in fo Eminent a Degree. 
f Sed. 
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SECT. II. 

In order to fhew what Rank the 
Science I am recommending holds 
amongft the reft with refped to the 
Certainty, and Degrees ofProbabili- 
ty to be had in it, itwillbeneceftary 
to take a Survey of the State of Man- 
kind with refped to the Extent 
of their Knowledge in General. 

And here I ftiall only fet down 
what I perceive pafles in my Own 
Mind, and abroad in the World fo 
far as I can judge; and having no 
particular Notion, or Syftem to 
propagate, or Defend; no Intereft 
to ferve feparate from that of T ruth, 

I (hall do it Honeftly; and I will 
do it as Clearly, and Briefly as \ 
can; without entering into the Me- 
anders of the Learned, and hardly 
taking any Notice of that Cloud of 
Duft that Idle, Interefted, or Pre- 
judiced Men may raife by Objecti- 
ons which can never be wanting, 

(efpe- 
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(efpecially if the Confequences 
any thing that is advanced may 
have on fomething already efta- 
blifh’d, but not Self Evident, or 
Bottom’d on what is fo be admitted 
as Such) but which can have no 
Force againft Experience, and Fad, 
againft: Plain, and Evident Truth. 

What we call Knowledge is the 
ATent of the Underftanding to a 
Proportion as True. 

We never Affent to any Propo- 
rtion ’till we have ftrft (Explicitly, 
or Implicitly) A Tented to thefe 
Previous ones; We are inform’d 
Sufficiently, and have Conftder’d E- 
nough : Or we ATent Conditional- 
ly, that is, fuppoftng thefe two 
things are done, and This abates 
the Degree of our ATent propor- 
tionably. 

ATent is in Various Degrees, the 
higheft of which is without any 
mixture of Doubt; and thus we are 
faid to Know, and be ATured as 

in 
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in what is Self-Evident, or Clear- 
ly Demonftrated; All the reft has 
this Alloy i Doubting being under- 
ftood as oppos’d to Certainty, not 
to Perfuafion. Thus the Inexhau- 
ftible Fountain of Light, and Truth 
pours forth his Streams of commu- 
nicated Light which we receive 
Pure in Self-Evident Principles, but 
as the Current paftes on ’tis Sully’d $ 
and grows weaker, and weaker, and 
from Knowledge becomes Opinion, 
beginning with the higheft Degree? 
of Probability, and after a long 
train ends in that faint Perfuafion 
next bordering upon the Mquilt- 
br'tum of the Mind, the Uncom- 
fortable Region of Doubt and Sufi- 

Variety of Aftent is the 
neceftary Confequence of the Varie- 
ty of Evidence, or the Appearance 
It has to our Underftandings, and 
our Unavoidably Aftenting as di- 
rected by Evidence. 

That 


penfion, 

This 
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That our AfTent is regulated by 
Evidence, and not by our Wills is 
plain without going to the Argu- 
ment from Experience, and that 
from this very Variety in the De- 
grees of our Affent ; for Proporti- 
ons we Defired fhould be true we 
fhould be Affured were fo, and the 
Others we fhould be Allured were 
not fo if our Wills could govern in 
this cafe; However if the contrary 
be imagin’d the Experiment is foon 
made ; Let filch as differ from Me 
in this Matter think as I do for one 
moment, and then return , and 
think as they do at prefent. Af- 
fent, and Diffent is no Other than 
the Sentence pronounced to Our 
Selves upon what Our Selves See; 
We may deceive Others, but to tell 
Our Selves we fee what we do not, 
and Believe it is Impolhble, I can- 
not fay to my Self this Paper is now 
Red, then Green, prefently after 
Blue, and think *tis fo at Pleafure* 

N We 
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We receive Evidence from our 
Senfes, from Teftimony, and from 
our Reafon ; and from the Latter 
Immediately, as in firft Principles, 
and Self-Evident Truths; Or by 
Deduction from Such, or from 
what we perceive by our Senfes, or 
have from Teftimony. 

Evidence is purely Relative, and 
is fuch to every Man as the Appea- 
rances are to Him.. ’Tis nothing 
to Me what Another Man’s Senfes 
tell Him ,* nor what Opinion He has 
of the Teftimony offered to Him; 
nor what His Reafon Suggefts ; My 
Evidence from any, or all of thefe 
is juft the Same as it appears to Me. 

And tho’ my Paflions, or Preju- 
dices may Magnify, or Diminfth 
what the Same Obje&s, the Same 
Teftimony, and the Same Argu- 
ments would appear to Another, 
the Evidence to Me is what it ap- 
pears thro’ thefe Mediums : If I 
perceive they have this Effe<5t I {hall 

Una- 
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Unavoidably make proportionable 
Allowances for it, and fo far the 
Effect will ceafe - y if I do not I fhall 
as unavoidably judge of the Evi- 
dence as feen Pure, and in its true 
Light. 

Tho’ (fpeaking at large) the 
Arguments that are propos’d to 
Me in order to induce my Affent 
is call’d Evidence, ’tis not fo to Me, 
but the Appearances they happen 
to have to my Underftanding, and 
which they will have from abun- 
dance of Circumftances befides 
thofe Arguments whatever they be. 
So that it may be as impofljble for 
Me to believe Tranfubftantiation 
(for Example) as for a Tnrk y or a 
Hotentot to believe it, tho’ I am no 
Stranger to the Arguments that are 
us’d for it, and They never heard 
of them. Nay tho’ the Do&rine 
were True, and the Arguments for 
it Solid. 

When therefore ’tis faidEvidence 
N 2 is 
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is to be had for luch, or fuch a 
Proportion, meaning thereby that 
God has given fufficient Light in 
That particular to Some of our 
Species, it mud be remembred that 
their Evidence, and the Perfuahon 
refulting from it may be as impoP 
fible to be had by Some People as 
if ’twas hidden from all Mankind : 
That which is but one Inch be- 
yond the length of my Arm is as 
much out of my Reach as if ’twas 
in the Moon. 

There are certain things of 
which we have no Evidence at all, 
fuch as thole that are apparently 
beyond the reach of Humane Rea- 
fon, and not Divinely, and Super- 
naturally Reveal’d: If Thole that 
are laid to be Co are not Clearly un- 
derhood, or not Certainly known 
ro be Divine, we have however a 
Probable Evidence proportionable 
to That of their being fo, and that 
the Meaning is as we underhand it. 

For 
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For the reft we have the Evidence 
Sometimes of our Senfes, Some- 
times of Teftimony, Sometimes of 
our Rcalon, and Sometimes two, 
or all of thefc concur. In fome 
Cafes ’tis Full, and Complete ; but 
in much the Greater Part Imper- 
fe<£t, and that in all Degrees. 

So are the Means by which (fiich 
as it is) ’tis convey’d to us ; Our Sen- 
f fes are Fallible, pur Realon is More 
fo, and Teftimony at leaft as Much, 
and perhaps Moft of all : Unlels it 
be Divine, and then ’tis Infallible, 
and has an Effect upon our Minds 
as (uch when we are Infallibly Af- 
Iqr’d of what is fo. Our Senfes de- 
ceive us when the Organs, or our 
Imaginations are Diftemper’d, or 
any way Imperfect, which they 
always are in fome Meafure: Hu- 
mane Teftimony is corrupted by 
Miftakes, and Prejudices, Paftion, 
and Intqreft; and Reafon is often 
Blinded, Corrupted, or Opprels’d 
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by all thefe, we lee not at all ; or 
thro’ a falfe Medium, or infer amifs ,- 
judging That to be Sufficient Te- 
flimony which is Not, or perhaps 
no Evidence at all; - Laying a 
Strefs upon what will bear None, 
or not lo much, or even on what 
in Reality makes for the Other 
Side; and that oftentimes as we 
are influenced by the prefent State 
of our Bodies, from Health, or % 
Sicknefs; Fair, or Foul Weather,- 
Diet, or Exercile,- nay we lhall 
have a Different View of things im- 
mediately upon the pouring into 
our Stomachs of a few Spoonfulls 
of Liquor, or taking into our heads 
the Vapour of a burnt Weed. 

Moreover ourldeas are often Weak, 
and Confus’d; nor can we Have, 
Retain, and Confider fo many as 
are often necelfary to be Had, and 
to be leen at once in order to give 
a Right Judgment upon a Queftion. 
The Infinite Mind fees All Things 

at 
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at One View, and juft as they Are ♦ 
We have a conftant Succeflion of I- 
deas which arife, and pafs away, 
and of which we have often but a 
Tranfient View. All things are 
Equally, and Eternally prefent to 
him with whom we have to do ; Our 
Mental, like our Corporeal Sight can 
fix ftroagly but upon One fingle 
Point at One time, all other Ob- 
jects round about us are then feen 
Confufedly, or not at all. 

Notwithftanding what has been 
{aid of our Senfes of Humane Te- 
ftimony, and of Reafon in Gene- 
ral, there are Particular Cafes (tho s 
but Few in proportion to the reft) 
where tho J we cannot arrive to Ab- 
folute Certainty by Their means, 
we can have fo great a Degree of 
Perfuafion as is to all Intents and 
Purpofes Equivalent to it. 

And fo with relation to the Evi- 
dence that is to be had, what i 
have faid is true in General j But 

as 
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as that may appear Rational to One 
Man, which does not feem fo to 
Another $ and as there is nothing 
fo Abfurd, and Falfe which Some 
Men will not affert,* and as (Laft- 
ly) Mens Senfes are Sometimes im- 
pos’d upon, it cannot be faid that 
there is Any thing of which Parti- 
cular Men may not have Evidence* 
and Such may have None for what 
Another thinks is true Plainly, and 
Infallibly. 

If the Deficiency of Evidence, 
and the Imperfe&ion of the means 
by which we have it convey’d to 
us were Unknown, we Ihould afifent 
Readily, and with Confidence • but 
as it is Generally Known, and Ob- 
ferv’d, in the fame Degree by 
much the greater part of our Per- 
fuafions muft have a mixture of 


Doubt. And according as we are 
miftaken in our Evidence, we muft 
be fo in our Alfent, or Diflent, in 


the Main, or in the Degrees of it j 
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if they have Any, that is, if the 
thing is not Self-evident, or De- 
mo nftr able } Often we are fo in the 
Main, in the Degree Always ; be- 
caufe as when we fee an Objedt 
With our Eyes we fee it not as it 
Really Is, but as it Appears through 
the Coats, and Humours of the Eye* 
befides the External Medium $ our 
Mental Sight has the like Defedts, 
and things are not Thus feen as 
they Really are. 

Thus there are Sortie Truths 
God has open’d Fully to us$ O- 
thers we fee but as through a Mi ft, 
and Others are Envellop’d in Thick 
Clouds, and Darkrtefs, andreferv’d 
for a Better State: And (Godknows 
how often!) We fancy we pofTefs 

•Truth, but — Is there not a 

Lye in our Right Hand ? 

When we confider the Magni- 
tude of the Globe we inhabit, and 
have at the fame time in our Minds 
the distances from one Town to 

Q another 
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another on our own Ifland, we 
have an Idea of fomething Vaftly 
Great. But when we compare This 
with the Unbounded Univerfe ’tis 
but a Spot, an Atom, the fmalleft 
Duft in the Balance. So when we 
confider Our Selves as compar’d 
with all the Species of Creatures 
below us ; when we think upon the 
whole Compals of Humane Abili- 
ties, Lord what ts Man ! Thou haft 
made him little lower than the An- 
gels ! Thou haft crowd d him with 
Glory, and Honour / But when we 
turn our Thoughts to confider how 
much is hid from us. 

E r orlds beyond Worlds that deep in JEther lye. 

Philips. 

When we remember that of that 
(comparatively) Little Number of 
Perfuafions we Can have, how Few 
are without fome Mixture of Doubt, 
and how many where our Doubts, 
tho’ overbalanc’d are Otherwife 

Confi- 
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Confiderablej and tho’we cannot fay * 
Which are To, yet that ’tis very Rea- - 
fonable to Believe Many of our Af- 
fents are Wrong, but always in the 
Degree j not as being difproporti- 
onable to the prefent Appearance 
of Evidence, but becaufe That Ap- 
pearance is impoflible to be per- 
fectly |uft, Then, Vain Man would 
jam be Wife , tho ’ Man is born like 
the Wild Sljfes Colt ! a Wild, Un- 
taught Afs, the Colt of a Wild, 
Untaught Afs. 

J Since the Revolution the Coin 
©f the Nation was in Such a Con- 
dition, ’twas fo Clipp’d, Defac’d, 
and Counterfeited that the Legif- 
lature thought it neceffary to call 
it in, and what every Man brought 
was exchang’d for what was New 
Coin’d, and as it fhould be. The 
World is much in the fame Cafe 
with refpeCt to the Stock of Sci- 
ence divided amongft us : Should 
every one be oblig’d to bring in 
; * o z His 
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His Share, and Truths only to be 
return’d, what a vaft Multitude of 
Rich Men, in their Own, and ma^ 
ny in the Common Opinion would 
become Wretchedly Poor! What 
a Deftru&ion would here be of ad- 
mir’d Notions, and even fuppos’d 
Demonftrations! How many Arti- 
cles! How many entire Syftems 
would Vanifh, and be Forgotten ! 

Of all that Stock of Science God 
has beftow’d upon the Species in 
General but a very fmall Part can 
fall to the Share of any one of us 
in Particular j we have not Appre- 
henfions, nor Judgments, nor Me- 
mories, nor Time, nor Opportu- 
nity to Come at, Retain, Manage, 
and Employ fo many Ideas as to 
make us Perfect; Perfect! no, nor 
Tolerable Proficients in any One 
Confiderable Science ; Unlefs as 
compar’d with the reft, and fo 
Some Few may be faid (as it was 
of Homer very finely by a great Au-» 

thor) 
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thor) t( to look down upon the reft 
<c of Mankind as on a Species be- 
(( low them. By far the greater 
Number cannot arrive to be Ma- 
tters in any one Branch of a Sci- 
ence,- and what vaft Multitudes, 
even the Herd of Mankind pals 
their whole Lives in applying them- 
(elves to One Art, or Profellion 
only, and thofe but Mean, and 
Inconfiderable ones, and yet with- 
out Diftinguiflring themfelves even 
in Thefe, how eafy foever to be 
attain'd. 

But of what Sort foever the Suc- 
ceflion of Ideas that perpetually em- 
ploys our Minds is compoled as we 
can Steadily fix but upon one on- 
ly at a time All our Little Circle 
of Knowledge is reduced to that 
Single Point j We are but fuch as 
That happens to be: Whatever 
Stock of Science we may be, and 
commonly are fuppofed to be Ma- 
tters of, we in Reality poflefs no 

mote 


Digitized by Google 



( HO ) 

more than that One Idea : Which 
of thofe we have had Before may 
Return, or if Ever, or what New 
Ones mayArife none can know but 
God only.r » 

Every Man therefore is perpetu-r 
ally V arying from himfelf according 
as the Ideas happen to be which z- 
rife, and pals along in his Mind, 
and which have an infinite V ariety. 
When I was a Child I thought as 
a Child ,* ! but being become a Man 
thofe Childifh things are pafs’d a- 
way, and gone; And many of us 
after the Way which we Our Selves 
as well as Others Once call’d He- 
refy, and furioufiy Hated, or Per- 
fecuted as Such now worship the 
God of our Fathers. 

As we differ from our Selves we 
differ no lefs from each Other. 
How Nobly are Some Mens Minds 
employ’d ! And how Richly ftor’d ! 
Others how Empty ! andTrifling! 

So 
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So Some A r piring Oaks their Branches throw 
Aloft, dejpifing Vulgar Trees below ; 

Wbilfi Thefe (Ignoble !) can contented be 
With undiftinguiflld Mediocrity ; 

Others more humble in the Woods are founds 
And Wretched Shrubs fcarce peep above the 
Ground. 

Every Man differs from every O* 
ther Man in the Number, and De- 
grees of his Perfuafions : no two 
Men in the World having the Same 
in all things: Some Proportions 
have been offer’d to Your Under- 
flanding which I have never heard 
of; and to Mine which have not 
reach’d You. Evidence has ap- 
pear’d to One of us which has not 
been thought of by the Other j 
and the fame Arguments have had 
Different Appearances. Of fuch 
Ideas as have been in Both our 
• Minds (or fuch as nearly refemble 
each other) Some are Prefent to 
One, which are pafs’d away from 
the Other, perhaps to return, per- 
haps not j As Thefe now Prefent fo 

the 
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the Other alfo will, but never to 
return together fo as to form the 
Same Mind in Both no more than 
the Clouds will have the very Form 
in the Heavens they now have. 
What a different Set of Opinions 
have the People of the feveral re- 
mote Countries of the World? 
The Brain of a Chine fe, of a French- 
Man, a Weft Indian, an Italian, 
a Lap-lander, anEngliJh-Man, &c. 
are dor’d with Ideas drangely dif- 
ferent : Nor would the Notions of 
any Two of thefe feveral Nations, 
or even of any One Family could 
they be fet to View appear to be 
exa&ly alike in All things, or even 
upon any One Quedion confiding 
of any number of complicated 1- 
deas. 

Every Age of the World has the 
like Variety: Notions like the 
Fruits of the Earth have their 
Spring, their Summer, Autumn, 
and Winter: how many that have 

been 
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been flourilhing Syftems are wither- 
ed, and perifhed ; and what more 
may, who can tell! With refpeCt to 
Religion in particular: ’Tis true 
the whole Race of Mankind (ex- 
cept thofe Few which in that eafy 
Gradation there is from an Atom 
up to the higheft Archangel con- 
nects our Species to that of Brutes) 
have Agreed in the General Notion 
of the Exigence of a God, and have 
been Conftant to it. In China 
there is a Religion for the Manda- 
rins, and another for the People ; 
it hath always been much the fame 
thing throughout the World Some 
in all Ages, and Countreys have 
contented themfelves with fuch 
Difcoveries of the Deity as Humane 
Realon could attain to,- whether 
they call’d that Incom prehen fible 
Being by the Name of Baal, or 
Jehovah, Jupiter , or God, or what- 
ever other Sound, or Characters 
they thought fit to exprels that I- 

P dea 
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dea by $ and whether they addrefs’d 
themfclves to him in the mod Sim- 
ple, and Rational Manner, or 
comply’d with the Worftiip of their 
feveral Times, and Countreys, e- 
flablifh’d by the \\ ifdom of their 
feveral Leg’flators. Be this as it 
will j ’Tis certain that the Notions 
of the Generality of Men with re- 
fped; to the Deity, the Ways of 
Conceiving of him, and his Attri- 
butes i and what Manner of Wor- 
fhip is moll acceptable to him, 
and likely to prevail with him to 
turn the Courfeof things into that 
Channel which they conceive moft 

j 

advantngious to Themfelves, whe- 
ther thefe are fuppofed to be deri- 
ved from Divine Revelation, or 
Authority purely Humane 1 fay in 
Thefe things Men have vary’d ex- 
ceedingly,- and one Age from a- 
nother. Sacrifices are now no more 
throughout the World,- and the 
Multitude of Sacred Names ador’d 

or 


Digitized by Google 



( 1 15 ) 

or rever’d in Ancient Rome are fuc- 
cecded there by others inrirely New, 
but molt of thefe are Already For- 
gotten, and Unknown to many O- 
rher Parts of Chriffendom. To 
come to our own Illand in particu- 
lar. How the Cafe Rood Before 
God knows, but for many Ages the 
Druids were our Spiritual Guides: 
At length Heathenifm gave place 
to Chriftianity : How different That 
was which was brought hither by 
Aujlin the Monk, from what it was 
at the time of the Reformation, 
thofe that are acquainted with Ec- 
cleftaftical Hiflory know very well : 
And that the Monk’s Chriflianity 
differ’d much from that of the firll 
Chriflians (that of 'Jofiph of Art - 
rnathea who ’tis faid firfl preach’d 
the Gofpel here,) is as well known. 
At the Reformation a Great, and 
a Noble Change was made; but 
what Changes have we gone through 
fince! Calvinifm, Arminianifm, E- 
P 2 pifcopacy, 
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pifcopacy, Presbytery, Independen- 
cy, Anarchy, all have prevail’d in 
their Turns. One while a furious 
Averfion to Popery, then comes 
another as furious againft Prote- 
ftant Diffenters: At one time Zeal 
for Religion as a Means of Salva- 
tion, at anotherZeal for the Church, 
almoft as great without that Appea- 
rance of Piety. This puts me in 
mind of a Humorous Epigram I 
have met with fomewhere. 

Our Grand fires they were Paptfis , 
Our Fathers Oliverians, 

Their Beams *ti$ faid are Atheifis , 
Ours mufi he Curfed §hieer ones . 

All Nature is in perpetual Mo- 
tion,- as Time never Bands Bill, 
neither do our Bodies continue the 
Same, but are ever changing ,- and 
Tendernefs of Infancy is trans- 
form’d to Wither’d Old Age by In- 
fenfible Steps ; but we are always 
Bepping on : So ’tis with our Minds, 

Ideas 
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Ideas are continually ariling; Whe- 
ther (as Seems) Spontaneoufly, or 
Suggefted to us by our Senfes, or 
by what means foever j Thefepafs 
away to give place to Others, fo 
that the Scene Within is eternally 
drifting from what it was. That 
Great Set of Ideas which is com- 
pos’d of all thofe now poffefs’d by 
all Mankind is already chang’d, and 
whilft I am writing thisLine is almoft 
intirely different from what it was 
when the Thought firft came into 
my own Mind ,• Even this Thought, 
tho’ it appears dill to be Right, and 
perhaps Always will do fo when- 
ever it returns, if it Ever does, yet 
there is a Change whilft I am form- 
ing every Letter j ’tis Stronger, ’tis 
weaker, it difappears, others arife, 
it returns j Things have a different 
View every Moment. 

Now as when one would com- 
pofe a certain Tin& of Colour (to 
Uluftrate what I am faying by Some- 
thing 
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thing in my own Way) the fame 
Colours, and Exadly the Same 
Quantities of each muft be em- 
ploy’d ,- the leaft Particle more, or 
lefs, makes it impoffible it fliould 
be the Same : So to produce Exact- 
ly the Same Idea as I have had here- 
tofore: Or the Same in My Mind 
asYou are poffefs’d of, the very fame 
Circumftances muft concur, which 
being impoftible, there muft .be a 
Difference, tho’ (as in the former 
Cafe) ’tis fometimes fo little as to 
be imperceptible,- but ftill that 
there is fuch Difference in Reality 
is evident to a Demonftration. 

Whether that Incomprehenfible 
Mind that prefides over every the 
Smalleft Particle of Matter through- 
out the Univerfe, does alike Pro- 
duce, Dired, and Govern every 
one of that great, and eternally 
changing Set of Ideas from time to 
time poffcfted by every Intelliegnt 
Being • and confequently their Cau- 
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fes ad infinitum: Whether we have 
any greater Power over our Minds 
than over our Bodies, andean Add 
to, or Alter our Ideas any more than 
We can raife our Selves a Cubit high- 
er, or Change the Colour of a 
Single hair- in ftiort whether our 
Wills are Free is a Noble Enquiry, 
becaufe the Effect of it may be a 
mod Beautiful, Simple, and Unex- 
ceptionable Sydem of things. But 
as This would be to go out of that 
Train of Thought 1 am upon, and 
which is my prefent Affair, I cliufe 
rather to go on to obferve, That 
However Different we are from 
Our Selves ; Or One Man is from 
Another, Every Man is an Epitome 
of the Whole Species: The Wifed 
amongdusis a Fool in Some things, 
as the Lowed amongd Men has 
fome |ud Notions, and therein is 
as Wife as Socrates ; So that every 
Man refemhles a Statue made to 
dand againd a Wall, or in a Nich, 

On 
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on One Side ’tis a Plato , an A Ipol - 
/<?, a Demofthenes ; on the Ocher 
’tis a Rough, Unformed Piece of 
Stone. 

And notwithftanding -this Vaft 
Variety of Sentiments amongft 
Men ; notwithftanding Truth is 
always the Same, and is a Single 
Point, tho’ Error is Infinite ,* Eve- 
ry Man (as he muft Neceffarily) 
thinks Himfelf in the Right, and 
that all that differ from Him are 
Miftaken,- and accordingly Every 
Man is contented with Himfelf, 
and Laughs at, or Pities all the 
reft. I know not who has faid it, 
hut he has given a fine Image of 
Mankind in This Light. 

So one Fool lolls h's tongue out at another , . 

And Jhakes his Empty Noddle at his Brother. 

4 

s . Thus (to fumm up what I have 
been faying) Our Knowledge arir 
Eng from Imperfect Evidence, Im- 
perfectly convey’d, muft be Imper- 
fect, 

/ 9 
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fed:, and mix’d with Doubt, and 
Error, and that in all Degrees j 
And Every Man differs from Him- 
lelf in Thefc particulars, and from 
Every Other Man; and the Scene 
is Eternally Changing : But Every 
Man is partly a Wife Man, and 
partly a Fool ; However we all lee 
the fool’s Cap on Every Body’s 
head hut our Own. 

The Reflection we lhall natural- 
ly make upon the View of the State 
of Humane Underflanding Hither^ 
to is but a Melancholy one ; Efpe- 
Cially when ’tis remember’d that 
(being fuppos’d Free, and there- 
fore Accountable fot all out 
Thoughts, and Actions) among 
the Other Uncertainties we are in, 
’tis made a Queftion Whether, and 
How far an Erroneous Judgment 
will excufeour deviations from what 
js Good Abfolutely confider’d; ’Tis 
not my bulinels to decide in this 
Nice Cafe, only for my lelf which 

ql i do 
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I do as well as I can ; but inftead 
of that 1 will take leave to fet down 
a P adage in my beloved Milton ap- 
plicable to my preient Purpofe. Eve 
upon a certain Occafion fay& 

Frail is our Hapftnefts if this be fto r 
And Eden •were no Eden thus expos'd. 

To whom thus Adam fervently reply' d ;• 

O Woman heft are all things as the Will 
Of God ordain'd them , his Creating hand, 
Nothing ImperfeB , or Deficient left 
Of all that he Created , much lefts Man y 
Or ought that might his happy State fte cure r 
Secure from outward force , within Himftelf 
Fhe danger lyes 

I have launch’d farther into 
Thefe matters than I intended 
When 1 firft let my (elf to confi- 
der the State of Humane Under- 
Handing in General as my Subje& 
Oblig’d me to do; But being en- 
gag’d I could not content my felf 
without as Complete a Difcourle 
upon this head as I could make in 
the compafs I thought might be 
allow’d in this Epifodtcal way. 

I will 
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I will then go on, for 1 have 
not yet quite finilh’d my View, the 
Beautiful Part of the Profpeft re- 
mains behind. What I have hi- 
therto faid is True, but 5 tis alfo to 
be noted that what is mod Impor- 
tant to our Happinefs in this World 
is the mod Evident to us. 

One Inftance of the clear Light 
we have is in relation to Our Pra- 
&ice: Notwithftanding the great 
Doubts we may be under as to the 
Lawfulnels of any A&ion, Whe- 
ther upon Account of the Moral, 
or Natural, or any Reveal’d, or 
Inftituted Law; and particularly 
upon what Is, or is Suppos’d to be 
our Duty with relation to that very 
Situation of Mind, the Effect it 
ought to have upon the Choice of 
our A&ions, apart from all other 
Refpe&s j And which has been made 
much more Obfcure by the Qare- 
leflfnels, or Inaccuracy of thole who 
have undertaken to Explain this 
Q_ i Matter,- 
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- Matter ; 1 fay notwithftanding all 
r This the Way is as Plain before us 
« as a Self-Evident Principle can make 
i it:’ For when a Man judges he has 

Confider'd Enough , and lees what 
he thinks is upon the Whole moft 
: Probably his Duty, he is driven up- 
on a Point; He cannot confider 
farther, he cannot do any other 
■. Adtion but This Probable one; E- 
• very thing elfe is Againft Faith, A- 
: gainft Perfualion. This is the Sa- 

- fell, and Bell, ’tis the Only thing 
he can pofhbly do with a Good 
Confcience; and Here his Conference 
Condemns him not , he has Confi- 
dence with God. Probability Thus, 
even tho’ it arifes but juft above the 
Equilibrium of the Mind is Equiva- 

. lent to Certainty; And Thus Cer- 
tainty is Ultimately had, tho’ not 
Before, or Otherwile. 

Again ; The Generality of Man- 
kind are perfuaded of a Future State, 
c and that it will be exceeding Hap- 

py> 
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‘ py, or very Wretched ; they are 
r however infinitely divided in their 
Opinions concerning the Way to 
: Obtain the Happinefs, and Avoid 
the Mifery, tho’ Generally fpeakibg 
the feveral Sedts pretend to Divine, 
Supernatural Revelation for their 
Guide, and Authority in this mat- 
' ter. Thofe that have fix’d upon 
what They conceive to be the True 
Revelation (whetherWith, orWith- 
out Examination) meet with vaft 
Difficulties, and Perplexities many 
times in judging what is Effential, 

• and Fundamental ; and when they 
come to enquire whether They have 
the neceffary Qualifications, whe- 
ther they have comply’d with the 
Requifite Conditions, they are al- 
together as much at a lofs, even 
fijppofing they were fatisfied as to 
what thofe Conditions were,- but 
• many believe that a very Small, a 
very Inconfiderable number (Com- 
paratively) can poffibly arrive to 

thofe 


Digitized by Google 


( 12 * ) 

thofe heights of Faith, and Purity 
that are abfolutely neceflary. In 
the midft of all this Darknefs Na- 
ture Generally prevails above Prin- 
ciple ; that great Fundamental of 
Natural Religion, which almoft all 
Men are Fully perfuaded of, That 
the Goodnefs, and Juftice of God, 
permits him not to condemn a Sin- 
cere Man is a lure Refuge ; Thither 
they all fly $ ’tis the Dernier Reffort 
of the whole Species, the Magna 
Cbarta of the Univerle. 

When I was fpeaking of the Per- 
plexities, and Pifficulties in which 
we were with relation to a Syftem 
of Articles, and what is Elfential, 
and Fundamental I had regard to 
the General State of Mankind,* 
But what is Right in the midft of 
all this Variety of Pretences we 
may be as Sure of as we can be of 
What pafles within our Selves, and 
of the firft Principles of Reafon, 
and the cleared: Dedu&ions from 

thence: 
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thence : As Sure of as that (for Ex- 
ample) there are a certain number 
of Satellites always attending -on 
Jupiter, or Saturn ; they cannot 
be feen indeed with the naked Eye, 
nor without knowing how to fir 
the T ele/cope, but That being done 
’tis evident beyond Con tradition. 
And This is another Inftance of 
Light we have in thefe Important 
Cafes. 

I will mention but One more, 
and that is,- Tho’ we can have no 
Adequate Idea of the Supreme Be- 
ing - f tho’ we are exceedingly at a 
lofs in many Queftions concerning 
him, yet that Infinite Reafion pre- 
fixes we fee very evidently ; we can 
be fatisfied we are not (as a late Au- 
thor expreffes it) expofed here in a 
Fatherlefs World. But that our 
Selves, and all our Affairs, and the 
whole Com pals of Eternity, and 
Immenfity is under the Care, Con- 
dud, and Protedion of One who is 

Infi- 
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Infinitely Wile, Juft, Good, and 
Powerful, which Infinite Reafon 
mutt be. Let us call this Incom- 
prehenfible Something, GOD, or 
by whatever other Name. Thus 
much we can be allured of concern- 
ing him, and more it concerns us 
not to know to our Prefent Purpole, 
whatever may be required as an Ar- 
ticle of Faith, which I Difpute not, 
nor any thing elfe Legally efta- 

blifh’d. 


All thefe Inferiour Beings , Numberlefs , 

(Great in Themfeivesy Inferiour yet to Thee) 
Eternally obey Thy Soveraign Willy 
Governing always , Irreftflabky 
Unchangeable , Impoffible to Err , 

Impojftble to ChuJ'e but what is Beft. 

Such the Perfection of Thy Nature is / 

Not Over-rul'd, Compel? dy Subordinate , 

As other Neceffary Agents are , 

To Fate Subjected , Thou thy felf art Fate. 

I cannot finilh this Reflection 
upon Humane Underftanding bet- 
ter than with thefe few Lines out 
of Milton , who I can never bring in 
too often if it be not improperly. 

Henceforth 
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Henceforth I learn that to Obey is Beft , 

And Love ‘with Fear the only God , to walk 
vis in his Prefence , ever to obferve 
His Providence , and on him foie depend , 
Merciful over all his Works •, 'with Good 

Still overcoming Evil. 

'Phis having learnt thou hajl attain'd the Summ 
Of Wifdom } hope no higher, tho' all the Stars 
Phou knoVu'Jl by name , and all th' Etherial Powers, 
Ml Secrets of the Deep , all Nature's Works , 

Or Works of God in Heav'n , Air, Earth , or 



Deeds to thy Knowledge anfwerable , add Faith , 
Add Virtue, Patience, Pemperance, add Love, 
By name to come call'd Charity, the Soul 
Of all the reft : Phen wilt thou not be loath 
Po leave this Paradife, but Jhalt poffeft 
A Paradife -within thee happier far. 


I ask Pardon of the Divines that 
I (o often fet my foot upon Holy 
Ground / They will have theGood- 
neis to confider we Painters are a 


fort of Lay-Brothers by Profeflion, 
as well as Hiftorian$, Poets, and 
Philofophers • And befides They 
may make Reprifals upon Us, and 
talk of Painting as much as They 
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Let us now fee whether in the 
Science I am treating of, as much 
Certainty is not to be had as perhaps 
in any other whatfoever. With an 
Exception always to what is Incon- 
teftably Divinely Reveal’d, both as 
to the Revelation itfelf,and theSenfe 
of it,- and to what is Mathemati- 
cally Demonftrable. 

A very little Refledion on what 
has been faid, and on what is feen 
abroad in the World will give us 
an Idea of Other Sciences as to the 
particular we are at prefent upon. 

I will now (hew how That mat- 
ter Rands with relation to Connotf- 
fance in its feveral Branches, The 
Knowledge of the Goodne/s of a 
Pidure, Drawing, The Di- 

ftinguilhing of Hands, and Origi- 
nals, and Copies. 

Rules may be eftablifh’d fo clear- 
ly derived from Reafon as to be In- 
conteftable. If the Defign of the 
Pidure be (as in General it is) to 

Pleafe 



( *31 ) 

Pleafe, and Improve the Mind (as 
in Poetry) the Story muft have all 
poffible Advantages given to it, and 
the A$ors muft have the Utmoft 
Grace, and Dignity their (everal 
Characters will admit of: Ifidifto- 

r , 

rical, and Natural Truth only be 
intended That muft be follow’d ; 
tho’ the Beft Choice of Thele muft 
be made; In Both Cafes Unity of 
Time, Place, and Action ought to 
be obferv’d : The Compofition muft 
be Inch as to make the Thoughts 
appear at firft Sight, and the Prin- 
cipal of them the moft conlpicu- 
oully; And the Whole muft be fo 
contrived as to be a Grateful Object 
to the Eye, both as to the Colours, 
and the Mafles of Light, and Sha- 
dow. Thefe things are fo evident 
as not to admit of any Difpute, or 
Contradiction; As it alio is tha$ 
the Expreflion muft be Strong, the 
Drawing Juft, the Colouring Clean, 
and Beautiful, the Handling Eafy, 
R 2 and 
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and Light, and all Thefe Proper to 
the Subject. Nor will it be diffi- 
cult to know Affuredly what is lb, 
unlefs with relation to the Juflnefs 
of the Drawing,- but to know in 
the Main whether any thing is 
Lame, Diftorted, Mif-fhapen, ill 
Proportioned, or Flat, or on the 
contrary Round, and Beautiful is 
what any Eye that is tolerably Cu- 
rious can judge of. 

•The Rules being Fix’d, and Cer- 
tain,- Whether a Picture, or Draw- 
ing has the Properties required is 
ealily feen, and when they are dis- 
cover’d a Man is as certain he fees 
what he thinks he fees as in any 
other Cafe where his own Senfes 
convey the Evidence to his Under- 
flanding. 

And by being accuiTomed to See, 
and Obferve the Bed: Pidures a Man 
may judge in what Degree thefe 
Excellencies are in That under con- 
fideration ; for all things muft be 
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judg’d of by Comparifon, That 
will be thought the Bed that is the 
Bed: we know .of. ! : : , 

If a Pi<5ture has Any. of the Good 
Properties I have been /peaking of, 
(as None has All) wecan fee Which, 
or How many they have, and 
What they are, and can tell what 
Rank -they ought to hold in our E- 
dimation, and whether the Excel- 
lencies they have will . atone for 
thofe they Want, as the mod De- 
licate Pencil, the Fined Colouring, 
the greated Force, (tho’ thefe are 
Valuable) will not make amends 
for a Lewd, or Prophane Sub- 
ject, a Poor and Infipid Way of 
Thinking, Lamene/s, or StifFne/s, 
want of Harmony, and Tame- 
ne/s, Meanefs, and Un graceful ne/s 
throughout j For this would be like 
Good Language, and Mufical Num- 
bers in a Poem without Sen/e, In- 
vention, Elevation, Propriety, and 
the Other Requifites in Poetry. 

Without 
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Without Principles a Man is in 
the Dark, and fluctuates in Uncer- 
tainty, but having Thefe One may 
be Steddy, and Clear ,* If Care be 
taken to keep to them, and that we 
do not judge by Something elle 
befides^ or inftead of Them $ and 
moreover that they be Solid, and 

Juft. 

Here now is a very great Degree 
of Certainty to be had in by much 
the moft Material Branch of the 
Science. And That being Secured 
* ? tis Comparatively of little Confe- 
quence of what Hand a Work is. 
Or whether ’ti$ an Original, or 
not. 

But Here too there are many 
Cafes wherein we can have an E- 
qual Degree of Alfurance as in the 
Former. Thus it is with refpeCF 
to the Bell Works of the Bell Ma- 
ilers, Efpecially when if ’tis a Pic- 
ture, Hillory, or Tradition con- 
firms our Opinion $ and if a Draw- 
ing 
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ing’tis known for what Pifture’twas 
made: Or when we have an Op- 
portunity (which frequently hap- 
pens) of comparing One of the 
Same Mafter, and Manner with A- 
other. In the Beft Works of the 
Beft Mafters not only their Cha- 
rafters are evidently feen, but Here 
they are exalted above the poflibi- 
lity of being Coppied, or Imitated 
fo as not to be difcovered. And 
befides Providence has preferved to 
Us a Sufficient Number of the Works 
of thefe Excellent Men whereon Se- 
curely to form our Ideas concern- 
ing them. 

A like Degree of Evidence we 
have for the Works of thofe who 
have been great Mannerifts ; and 
of whom we have many Piftures, 
or Drawings. ’Tis true a tolerable 
Copy of One of thefe Mafters may 
at firft Sight be taken for an Origi- 
nal, as an Imitation may be thought 
to be Genuine ; but ’tis very rarely 

found 
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found that the difference is not 
plainly difcovered with a little At- 1 
fention ,• Generally ’tis feen Imme- 
diately, and Inconteflably. 

There are many Sketches, or o- 
ther Free-Works, whether Pictures, 
or Drawings of whofe Originality 
we are alfo Abfolutely Certain. 

I pretend not to go through all 
the Cafes, wherein this Affurance, ^ 
or high Degree of Perfuafion is to 
be had, it would be too tedious. 
We may be Reafonably well Per- 
fuaded in many Others ; as where 
we have confiderable Numbers of 
Genuine Works of Mailers not fo 
Excellent," nor whofe Manners are 
more particularly remarkable. We 
may alfo be Thus perfuaded of thofe 
that are not the Bell of the Great- 
efl Hands, Or Manners which they 
Seldom ufed j and that by comparing 
Thefe Works with Thofe which are 
iftdifputable : For there is in All the 
Mailers, Tho’ not in All Equally, 
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a certain Charader, and Peculiari- 
ty that runs thro* all their Works 
in Tome Meafare, and which a Good 
Connotjfeur knows, tho’ he cannot 
delcribe it to Another. 

This way ofComparilon too helps 
us to a higher Degree of Perfuafion 
than Otherwife we (hould have had 
with relation to the Works of Ma- 
ilers of whom we have but a fmall 
Number,- As for Example of Do- 
mtmchmo $ We know his general 
Charader, That is dlabliih’d by 
thofe few of his Works that are in 
Rome , Naples, and elfewhere, and 
by the Writers ; as we alfo know the 
Charader of Annibale Caracct by 
the fame means, but in a greater 
Degree* If then we cannot con- 
front a Work thought to be q>f the 
Former, with Another already 
judg’d to be of Him, it may be of 
confiderable ufe to compare it with 
one of Annibale , and to fee whai; 
Degree, and Kind of Goodnefs it 

S has 
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has in that Comparifon, and whe- 
ther that Anfwers to the Character 
of Dommtchtno as compar’d with 
the Other ; If it does ’tis an Addi- 
tional Evidence over and above what 
we had before. 

From thele we defcend to more 
Doubtful Cafes, which ’tis trouble- 
fome, and of no great ufe to enu- 
merate; Only in General this is cer- 
tain, that Thefe Cafes are fuch as 
are of the Leaft Conference, as 
being for the moll part with rela- 
tion to fome of the Word Works of 
the Better Mafters, Or thofe of In- 
confiderable ones. If ’tis Doubtful 
whether a Pidure, or a Drawing is 
a Copy, or an Original, ’tis of lit- 
tle Conlequence which it is ; and 
More, or Lefs in proportion as ’tis 
Doubtful : If the Cafe be exceeding 
Difficult, or Impoffible to be De- 
termin’d ’tis no matter whether ’tis 
Determin’d or no; the Pidure fup- 
pofing it to be a Copy mud be in 

a man- 
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a manner as Good as the Original, 
and fuppofing That to be one of 
the Beft of the Matter ’tis the Great- 
er Curiofity that he could be (o 
well Imitated j If the Queftion be 
whether ’tis a Copy, or an Origi- 
nal, one of the moft Indifferent 
ones of the Matter* Such an Ori- 
ginal is of no great Conference 
to be known, ’tis no matter whe- 
ther ’tis fo, or a Copy. 

After all it mutt be acknowledg’d 
that as in Other Sciences there are 
certain Branches of them wherein 
One Man excels, and Another in 
Others, but knows little of the 
reft* So in Connoi[fance , No One Man 
can be acquainted with the Hands 
of All, even of the moft confide- 
rable Matters * nor with all the Man- 
ners perhaps of any One of thofe 
who have had great Variety of 
them * Nor to be very Expert in 
more than a few of Thefe: He 
mutt be contented with a Moderate 

S i Skill 
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Skill in many,- and to be Utterly 
ignorant in Some of them : Such 
is the Narrownefs of our Faculties, 
the Extent of the Science, or the 
want of Helps,, and Materials for 
the Study. 

However let it be remember’d too 
That Every Connotjfeur may judge 
concerning the Goodnels of a Pi- 
cture, or Drawing as to all the Parts 
of it except the Invention, and Ex- 
preflion in Hiftory, and the Refem- 
blance in Portraits,* and thefe no 
One Man can judge Accurately of 
in All Cafes, becaufe no One Man 
can be acquainted with all the Sto- 
ries, or Fables, or other Subjects 
of the Pi&ure ; as no One Man can 
know Every Body. 

Thus (I think) I have given the 
true State of the Cafe with relation 
to Our Knowledge in General, and 
That which is to be had in the Sci- 
ence I am treating of; by which it 
will appear that in This refpe&we 

are 
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are upon an Equality (at leaft) with 
Moft Other Sciences, if we have 
not the Advantage of them. 

The Variety of Opinions of Con- 
notjfeurs, or Such as Pretend to be 
(o, will be made an Objection to 
what I have advanced. And it 
may feem to be a very Confiderable 
One. I will therefore befides what 
has been already difcourfed in ge- 
neral of. the Impoffibility of Men’s 
agreeing in their Sentiments from 
{he Nature of things, the Appea- 
rance of Evidence being neceffarily 
fo various to Every one of us, and 
we as Neceffarily Judging according 
to That, whatever it be. I fay belides 
This I will give a Particular Anfwer 
to this Objection, and therein {hew 
how it comes to pals that Men have 
thefe Different Views, and confe- 
quently Different Opinions; And 
that This does not Always happen 
from the Obfcurity of the Science, 
but frequently from Some Defed in 

the 
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the Men, or in their Management 
onThefe Occafionsj fo as to ren- 
der Thefe their Opinions utterly In- 
fignificant. And having done this I 
will proceed to {hew That there is 
not altogether fo great a Variety 
of Opinipns as there Seems to be. 

There are fome People who ne- 
ver had any Opinions of their Own 
Properly Speaking, but have taken 
up their Notions upon Truft ; 
They talk from Whim, or Fancy, 
or as they have heard Others Talk, 
without Fixing upon, or Eftablifh- 
ing any certain Principles $ where- 
by to Condud themfelves in This 
Affair. 

Others may have Confider’d 
More, but to as little Purpofe, ha- 
ving gone upon Principles Falfe, 
or Precarious ; to which they are 
Bigotted, and refolve to adhere 
Never Impartially Enquiring whe- 
ther they were in the Right or no. 
Or perhaps fo much as fufpeding 
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they were not, or Imagining fuch 
a thing was poiliblet 

As the Former never ftudied at- 
all, Thefe have done fo but in 
Part,- They have not dug down to 
the Foundation, but taken That as 
they found it: And as Truth lies 
in one Single Point, and Error is 
Infinite, Such People as Thefe may 
Study, Difpute, and Wrangle Eter- 
nally, and always find Plaufible Ar- 
guments on Both Sides, 'but never 
get out of the Labyrinth. 

Some People if they have had 
the Opportunity of Seeing Good 
things, Eipecially if they have been 
Abroad, and above all in Italy : Or 
if they have the Names of Some of 
the Mailers, and a little of their 
Hiftory, fet up for Conmifj'tms with- 
out taking the Requifite Pains to 
be Really what they affect to be 
Thought to be ; Juft like a Young 
Pert Divine who if he has been a 
certain time at the Univerfity, and 
‘ < read 
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read Arijl otle^ and the Fathers thinks 
himfelf a Match {o*Hobbs> or Bek 
lav mine. • ;! v *-d 

Again, Some there are who ate 
Incapable of being Good Connoif* 
feurs , let them take what Pains 
they will, Thofe that want Genius, 
and a Competent Meafure of Un- 
demanding can never penetrate in- 
to the Beauties, or Defeats of a 
Pidurej They can never be Judgt 
es of the Degrees of its Goodnefsi 
And Thofe that know not how to 
form Clear, and Diftind Ideas, and 
have not a Memory to Retain, and 
Skill to Manage them,, can never 
be good Judges of Hands, or know 
Copies from Originals. 

A Man may be a Good Connotp 
feur in General, and an Ingenious 
Man, and yet his Judgment in ma* 
ny Cafes is not to be regarded j he 
may be exadly upon the Level with 
Thofe that are neither One; nor 
the Other: There is a certain Cir- 

i k cle 


Digitized by Googl 



( 145 ) 

cle, beyond which the Wifcfl Men 
are Fools ; Every Man’s Capacity 
has its bounds ; and ’tis not Every 
One’s Talent to know the Utmolt 
Extent of Thefe, or to keep them- 
felvcsfrom making Excurfions. One 
Connotjfeur is well acquainted with 
the Hands of Some of the Mailers, 
or with Some of their Manners, but 
not with Others; If he pretends to 
give his Judgment in thofe Cafes 
wherein he is Ignorant ’tis an Equal 
Chance but he is Wrong ; and if he 
is fo, Another that may not be a 
Better Connoiffeur in the Main, tho’ 
he. is fo in This particular, will pro- 
bably differ from him. The Dif* 
pute then will lie between a Wife 
Man, and a Fool quoad hoc , but 
that there is a Difpute at all is not 
from the Obfcurity of the Science, 
but the Indifcretion of one of the~ 
Difputants. I have obferved fre- 
quent Inflances of this Inequality in 
Ingenious.Men with fome.Syrp/i?e ; 

T I have 


Digitized by Google 



( * 4-6 ) 

I have known the Same Man talk like 
a very Able Connotjfeur atfOnc tinfle$ 
and at Another like One "that had 
never confider’d thefe things at alb 
Whether ’twas that he was at fiich 
times Carelefs, or Abfent from 
Himfelf; Or that he was really out 
of his Depth in thofe Particulars ! 
know not. **. , 

To Conclude: There is not lb 
great a Difference in Opinions in 
Some Cafes, nor lo great a Con- 
formity in Others as there Seems 
to be amongft Men. 

When One fays a Picture is Good 
and the Other the contrary, Either 
may fix upon certain Properties 
wherein Both may be in the Right ; 
The only Fault may be in Denomi- 
nating the whole from a Part, and 
not Underftanding One Another* 4 
Some Men, and indeed All Men 
at Some times will give their Judg- 
ments in Hafte, and before they 
have enough Confider’d, and Re- 

colle&ed 
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collected themfelves ,- Whether from 
^Natural Vivacity of Temper, an 
Affe&ation of appearing to be Rea- 
dy at thefe things, or from whatever 
other Caufe,- Such Sudden Opini- 
ons are commonly different from 
what the Same Perfon’s more Deli- 
berate Judgment is : But fiich is the 
Pride, and Folly of Some People 
that what they have Once faid, the 
Opinion they have once Efpous’d 
they will adhere to, how much in 
the Wrong foever they may find 
themfelves to have been ; and this 
father than Own ’twas poflible for 
Them to have been Miftaken* 
Tho 5 that is common to the Wi- 
feft of Men, and the perfifting in 
a Known Error None but a Fool 
(in That relpedt at leaft) is capa- 
ble of : That has no Dishonour in 
it, and oftentimes the Contrary,- 
The Other is Shameful, and Ri- 
diculous. 

Some are Exorbitant inthePrai- 
T % fe$ 


Digitized by Google 


((=- 1+8 ) 

fes of what Thcrtiklves afid 

as much Depreciate every tfate£j elfif • 
add chat from -Partiality on the Oti'e 
Hand, and pure Malicej and 111 Na- 
ture on the Other,- but however- it 
be, an Account is Thus given ofPt- 
&ures, or Drawings very Different 
from what will be had from other 
Connolffears. Juft as I have feen Par- 
ty-men in Civil, or Religious Mat- 
ters rcprefent the Caufe they Efpoufe 
as without Spot , orBlemtJhj and that 
of their Opponents as utterly abfurd, 
and Mifchievous ; Whereas the Great 
Difference is in their Interefts, and 
Inclinations, not in their Judg- 
ments. 

Men frequently Diffemble their 
Real Sentiments in Comotffhricc ; 
and that either with an 111 Inten- 
tion, or very Juftifiably. Theftrft 
of Thefe Cafes many a Gentleman 
has known to have happened %o 
his Coft in Some Inftances ,- - ahd m 
More they never Have been, dor 

, ever 
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ever Will be Undeceiv’d. There 
are Pidtire- Jockeys who will make 
what Advantage ■ they can of the 
Credulity of Others, and their own 
.Superiour Underflandings in That 
Particular, and to.ithat End a £■ 
jfert what Themfelves believe to be 
,Falfe, !; 

Others again put on the Mask 
for Their Own Sakes in part, and 
j partly for the Sakes of Other Peo- 
ple, We frequently meet with Pi- 
ctures, or Drawings which we know 
♦ are not what The Owners of them 
take them to be: What can we do 
in This Cafe? What, but the Same 
as Every Wife Man Muft, and Will 
do in like Circumftances ,• and ma- 
ny Cafes there are in the World 
where Wife Men are Thought to 
think Otherwife than they do, be- 
caufe they are too Wife to tell their 
iReal Thoughts ; the Maxim which 
Sir Henry IV wtton recommended to 
Mr. Milton when he was entering 
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upon his Travels i Penfier 't Stretti, 
& i/ Vtfo Sciolto. Clofe Thoughts/ 
and an Open Countenance is as ne- 
ceflfary to be obferv’d by Connotf- 
feurs , as Travellers, or any other 
Sort of Men whatfoever. Some 
Years lince a very Honed Gentle* 
man, a (Rough Man) came to me, 
and amongft Other Difcourfe with 
abundance of Civility invited me 
to his Houfe. I have (fays he) a 
Pi dure of Rubens , ’tis a Rare good 

one; Mr. was t’other Day to 

fee it, and fays ’tis a Copy $ G — & 

d him If any One fays That 

Pi&ure is a Copy I’ll break his Headf 
Pray Mr. Richardfon will you do me 
the Favour to come, and give me 
Y ourOpinion ofit. Mankind is gene- 
rally difpos’d to Believe Thofe who 
tell them what they would have to 
be true* Not becaufe their Affent 
is regulated by their Paflions, and 
differently from the Evidence as it 
Appears to Them - } but they really 
\ ■ - conceive 
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conceive a better Opinion of Thefe 
People, and think their Judgment 
is better than the Others ; and Thefe 
kind of Arguments being what they 
rely upon in This Cafe, they ap- 
pear Stronger on That Side than 
on the Other ,• their Minds being 
alfo more apply’d to the Confide- 
ration of Thefe, than Thofe O- 
ther. 

And Thefe People have a Degree 
of Happinefs by Error in This Cafe 
which Truth would deprive them 
of, and confequently they would 
Suffer by it ; And Truth, and Error 
are Indifferent to us, but as Either 
tends to our Good, that is to our 
Happinefs,- Or in other Words, 
the Degree of our Enjoyments, the 
whole Duration of our Exigence 
being taken into the Account. In 
this World we probably Enjoy as 
much from our Ignorance, and Mi- 
flakes, as from our Knowledge, 
and True Judgments; And we are 

many 
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many times in Such Circumftances 
that Truth would make us extreme- 
ly Wretched ; so that he is Mifchie- 
vous to us who opens our Eyes. A 
Good ConnoijJ'eur therefore, who 
is withal a Plain, Sincere Man has 
great difficulties many times when 
he fees a Colle&ion, or a Single Pi- 
cture, or two ; Chiefly when Gentle- 
men will urge him to give his O- 
pinion of Something they have late- 
ly Acquir’d, and the Honey-Moon 
is not yet over. ' On thefe Occa? 
Eons one cannot avoid applying 
the Words of our Saviour to His 
Difciples ; l have many things to fay 
to you , but you cannot Bear them 
now. 

I fhould be very loath to be an 
Advocate for Infincerity of Any 
kind, and indeed I am very unfit 
for it: If the State of things would 
admit of it I (hould be glad to come 
into a General Agreement never to 
conceal the leaft Thought of the 

heart 
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heart by any Word, Look, or A’ 
dtion whatfoever j But as the Cafe 
now (lands the Difguifes I have been 
pleading for are fo neceflaryj and 
they are fo much the fame with 
thofe Complements, and Civilities 
Univerfally pradtifed, that he that 
is Deceiv’d by them if he fhould 
Difcover it would Acquit, and Ap- 
prove the Deceiver ; Or they will 
not Deceive at all. 

I will however take the liberty 
to put Gentlemen in Mind of the 
great Injury they do themfelves by 
their being fo Entete of their Own 
things, as not to permit Every one 
to fpeak their Minds freely, and 
without Referve,* not only their 
Judgments by this means are kept 
Low, but they are Sufferers in their 
Purfes ; they lie open to be impos’d 
on, and in Fadt too often fling away 
their Money upon Trafli: They 
have Plealure indeed, but they might 
have That too, and Greater, and 

U more 
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more Durable without thofe Difad- 
vantages ; nay with the contrary 
Circumftances ; they might become 
Good Connoiffeurs , and be Good 
Oconomifts at the fame time. 

# 

Another Inftance of an Apparent, 
but no Real Difference in the O- 
pinions of Connoiffeurs is This, (and 
5 tis the Laft I fhall mention) ’Tis 
very Common for Other People 
(not the Owners) to ask our Opi- 
nions of Pictures, or Collections 
when there may be good Rcafons 
why we fhould not be very Exact, 
and Particular in our Anfwers ; E- 
fpecially if the Things are to be Dif- 
pofed of, and the Queftion is ask’d 
in a Large, and Mix’d Company: 
An That Cafe the Ufual Way is to 
Avoid the mention of any Faults, 
and to fay what Good we can in Ge- 
neral Terms: Which kind of Cha- 
racter is indeed no other than a 
Tub hung out for the Whale to play 
with that the Ship might get rid of 

him; 
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him; for it gives no Idea, or none 
ftiould be taken from thence; the 
Man that has got it is Certainly not 
one jot the Wifer for it how well 
Satisfied foever he may be with it. 

At Other times we may have as 
Good Reafons to be Clear, and Ex- 
plicit in our Characters: If thefe 
two Accounts happen to be com- 
par’d, (as they often are) there will 
appear a Difference in Judgment, 
or Infincerity ; when thole who gave 
them were of the Same Mind all a- 
long, and fpake nothing but the 
Truth, tho’ not All the Truth- 

Some Cafuifts have faid No Man 
is bound to deliver Truth to him 
who has no Right to demand it. 
Of whatUfe foever this Rule may 
be towards the difentangiing us from 
the Perplexities we find in the De- 
finition of a Criminal Lie, thus far 
is Plain, and Certain, that we are 
not Oblig’d to give our Opinions 

U i to 
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to thofe who are not Entitled to 
them, whether by Promife, Gra- 
titude, Common Juftice, or Prn* 
dence. 

Undemanding in a Science, as 
all other Natural, or Acquir’d Ad- 
vantages is the PoflTefTor’s Property, 
which Every Man SELLS at as 
Good a Rate as he can for Value 
Received, or Expected. This is 
Common to All Orders of Men ; 
Why Cbnnft 'tjfeurs fhould be expect- 
ed to diftinguifh themfelves by their 
Generolity, or Prodigality is Unac- 
countable. But it would be alto- 
gether Abfurd for them to do it, 
when they fhall be lure to create to 
themfelves Enemies by that means, 
and that only to Satisfie an Infigni- 
ficant Curiofity, or even to Serve 
Thofe who Probably will never 
think Themfelves Oblig’d, or Re- 
member it afterwards. 

Becaule therefore we cannot O- 
therwife avoid Some Peoples Impor- 
tunity 
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tunity we are forced to be provided, 
as with Gold, and Silver to pay our 
Debts, or purchafe NecefTaries, or 
Conveniencies, So with Half-pence 
for Beggars. 

SECT. III. 

I am now come to the Third 
Branch of Argument, whereby I 
would recommend the Love of 
Painting, and Study of Connotjf'ance , 
upon Account of the Pleafure ’tis 
capable of affording. 

I flatter my felf it has been ob- 
ferv’d that I have endeavour’d hi- 
therto to go to the Bottom of my 
Subjeft, and to treat it with all the 
Dignity I was able, and fo as it 
might be acceptable to Gentlemen 
who are Not yet Lovers, and Co ft* 
notjfeurs , to whom, as well as to 
thofe that Are, I have throughout ad- 
drefs’d my felf, tho’ more particular* 
ly in the prefent Treatife. In Pro- 
fecution of the Same Deflgn I fhall 

here 
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here be engag’d in a fliortDifcourfe 
to fbew what Improvements may be 
made in our Pleafures, in order to 
introduce That in particular which 
I am to recommend as Such: So 
that I will not only {hew that there 
is Pleafure to be had in Connotf- 
fance , but endeavour to facilitate 
the Enjoyment of it. 

I faid it would be a Short Difcourfe ; 
for tho’ (as I took the liberty to fay) 
I have labour’d to finifli my Main 
Subject as highly as I could, it will 
not be expedted the Incidental ones 
fhould be other than Sketches. Such 
as it is, I offer it to the Reader as a 
Plan for a Happy Life. 

— “ Whether thou 

{t Fifit'fi my Lonely , Chearful , Ev'ning Haunt s 9 
M Or tbofe more Cbearful yet when dewy Morn 
Purples the Eaft , Jlill govern thou my Song 
Urania, and fit Audience find, tho' Few : 

But drive far off the barbarous Diffonance 
Of Bacchus and his Revellers , the race 
Of that wild Rout that tore the Thracian Bard 
/» Rhodope, where Woods, and Rocks had Ears 
To rapture 'till the Savage Clamour drown'd 

fiotb 
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Both Harp , and Voice > nor could the Mttfe. defend 
Her Son. 

Milton. 

The Defire of Happinefs is the 
Spring that puts us all in Motion; 
We receive it together with the 
Breath of Life; We are touch’d by 
this Magnet upon our very Entrance 
into Being, and ever after tend thi- 
therwards with all the Powers of 
our Souls : This is the End in which 
we All agree, tho’ as to the Way 
there is infinite Variety, and Error. 
Pleafure is but another Name for 
Happinefs, we are Happy in pro- 
portion as we are Pleas’d ; theSumm 
Total of our Enjoyments, and the 
Degree of them during our Exift- 
ence, being compar’d with that of 
our Sufferings, the Surplufage on 
the Side of Enjoyment is the Ac- 
count of the Degree of Happinefs 
to which we arrive ; the Share which 
was allotted us of the Divine Boun- 
ty. Pleafure is our Summum Bo - 

num ; 
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fittm ; and whatfoever Some Men 
may Pretend, or Fancy, God him- 
felf is confider’d by us as Such no 
other wife than as ’tis conceiv’d he is 
the Fountain of Good to Us. 

In our Deliberations, and De- 
terminations concerning Actions to 
be done ’tis the Single Principle of 
Pleafure on which All turns Ulti- 
mately } Whatever Other Principle 
Seems to govern us,- Whether Du- 
ty, Love of Virtue, Intereft, Am- 
bition, Senfuality, &c. All termi- 
nates in this one great Principle 
Self-Love ; that firft Motive to aU 
our Actions, Pleafure: Tho’ as a 
River being divided into feveral 
Streams lofes its Name, and each 
Rivulet has one of its Own, This 
Principle being turn’d into various 
Channels we feem to ad by Diffe- 
rent Motives, when ’tis only the 
Same Differently turn’d ,- We all 
ad by the Same Firft Principle, tho’ 
by Different Subordinate ones. 

In 
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In the Struggles betwixt Virtue, 
and Vice, the Queftion is only 
where mod: Pleafure is to be had: 
When we rejed Senfual Criminal 
Pleafures, ’tis only that we may en- 
joy Others that we conceive Great- 
er ; ’tis only rejeding a Pleafure we 
find we cannot Enjoy but with Fear, 
Shame, Remorfe, and fuch like Al- 
loys, for what upon the foot of the 
Account we conceive will afford us 
Moft Pleafure ,• a Confcioufnefs of 
having done well, of having Aded 
like a Man, not like a Brute,* to- 
gether with the hopes of future Re- 
compenfe, and the Perfuafion of ha- 
ving avoided Future Mifery. When 
thefe Ideas are not in the Mind, or 
not to a Degree fufficient to weigh 
down what appears on the fide of 
Prefent Enjoyment we evermore 
to Senfuality, the Tempter 

we chufe Prefent Mifery, 
when in Competition with Eafe, 

X and 


give way 
prevails. 
So if 
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pnd Pofitive Enjoyment,. ?tis becaufe 
we perceive the One will be accomh 
pany’d with Mental Pleafaces, the 
Other with Pains of that Sort, fo 
as upon the Whole the Bodily Suf-r 
firings, together with the Mental 
Enjoyment will afford us moft Plea- 
► lure. ’ Thus Cato is as great an E- 
•picure as /Jpictus , tho’ the Men 

- are very different with refpedtto the 
; Efteem they ought to have as Mem^. 

- bers of Society, as well as on other 

v Accounts. • ' * ' - - •• 

' Notwithftanding the perpetual, 
Complaints of Men I am verily per-.' 
fuaded Every Man Enjoys more in 
this World than he Suffers $ butwhe- 
this be fo, or not, this is certain 
that moft Men might Enjoy more v 
than they do if they took the? 

' right Courfe; As it Is, they havfcp 
all the P feature they can get. The 
whole Woild is engag’d in one great 
.Chace after Plcafure, but as there ^ 
is great difference in the Spor timer*,; ' 

Some 
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So.me are more SuccefsfuEthan O- 
thers y Some in Rough, and Dan- 
gerous Ways find Lean, Wretched 
Game - others what is Excellent in 
a Fine Countrey. 

- The Foundation of a Happy Life 
muft be laid in the Idea we have of 
God. 

Thou haft befet me behind \ and 
before , and laid thine hand upon 
me. — — Whither J hall I go from thy ' 
Spirit ? or zvhitber fhall I flee from 
thy Prefence 1 If l afcend up into 
Heaven thou art there. If / take 
the Wings of the Morning, and dwell 
in the uttermo/l parts of the Sea , e - 
ven there fhall thy hand lead me , 
and thy right hand ( hall hold me ,* 
if I fay fur ely the Darknef fhall co- 
ver me ,- even the flight fhall be light 
about me : Tea the Darknef s hideth 
not from thee : but the .Nfght fhtneth 
as the Day : the Darknefs , and the 
Light are both alike to thee: Being 
thus under the Eye, and Power of 

X x God, 



God, from whence ’tis impoflible to 
withdraw our Selves for one Mo- 
ment, as mod men know as well 
as this Divine Sacred Hebrew Poet, 
(tho’ perhaps None ever faid it fo 
Finely) but None can pofTibly be 
Allured of the contrary, the Idea 
We happen to have of this Incom- 
prehenfible Being is of the utmoft 
importance to our Happinelsj If 
That be Black, and Terrible, let 
us divert the Thought as well as we 
can, it will obtrude it felf, and like 
the Hand-writing upon the Wall 
turn away the Current of ourPIea- 
fures in their ftrongeft Tides. If 
our Ideas of God be Confus’d, Un- 
fettled, and Doubtful, ’twill be a 
proportionable Abatement to our 
Happinelsj but on the contrary if 
we have Noble, and Worthy Con- 
ceptions of the Supreme Being the 
Mind is enriched thereby, and we 
have advanced far towards a Hap- 
py Life. 

And 
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And if moreover we have fuch a 
perception of the Nature of Man- 
kind, and fuch a Self-Confcioufnefs 
as from thence, in Conjunction 
with the Notions we have of God 
we can form, and eftablifh a Clear, 
and Firm Perfuafion of our being 
entitled to his Protection, and Fa- 
vour, This will be it felf a Trans- 
cendent Delight,- it will heighten, 

, and give a Delicious Flavour to all 
our Other Enjoyments,- We may 
be intrepid under all the Calami- 
, ties of Life, 

And fear of Death deliver to the Winds. 

Milton. 

Whatever Point / fix my Thoughts upon 
Throughout all Space I find Thee there , and Thou 
Art ever prefent, and with humble Joy 
/ praife the Univerfal Sever aign 
Not of this little Spot of Earth, and Sea, 

And its attendant Luminaries bright. 

His Sole Dominion , Heaven , and Hell except, 

(His Court, and Prifin-houfe ;) but of more Worlds 
Than there are Sands upon the Ocean Jhores, 

Where Goodnef infinite for ever reigns. 

All things hubfifi in Thee, in Thee Kejoyce , 

Not Terrible , but as a Father Mild , 

Beneficent, Indulgent, Bountiful: 

Thou 
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ImperfeB Beings for ImperfeB ABs; 

Or for Mi flakes thofe not Infallible', 

Or thofewbofe ABions, Words, or ‘Thoughts , (Atitifs 
Alt ho’ they be) Involuntary are. 

Or otherwife Conflraih’d, and not their Own. 

No Pafftons Turbulent can difeompofe 
Thy Holy Mind Eternally Serene, 

But Joy Divine, and Wife Paternal Love, 
Uninterrupted dwells for ever there. 

O thou Supremely Amiable Being ! 

Pure, uncompounded I ffence ! Happinefs, 

And Goodnefs flows from Thee as from their Spring 
To all things elfe; Spring inexhauftible ! 

Completely Good, and Happy in thy Self! 

If it were proper, as upon feveral 
Accounts it is not, I fhould here 
difeourfe largely on this Great, De- 
lightful,. and Ufeful • Subject : I 
fhould then explain particularly 
what I meant, and fupport that 
Meaning by Arguments: Inftead of 
all that I muft leave the Reader to 
take fome Pains for Himfelf, as I 
have done ; and ’tis well worth all 
he can take. And he would do* 

b . » , . ' V 

well to remember that by much the 
greateft part of the Difficulties, and 
Perplexities we meet withall in Rea- : 
v.. foning 
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owing to our not going deep e- 
nough ,• but taking that for Truth 
'which Ourfelves do not See is fo,- 
Whereas nothing fhould be Borrow- 
ed, nothing Suppofed, or taken for 
granted,- All fhould be our Own ; 
that is, it fli ou Id become fo by our 
feeing the Reafons upon which ’tis 
Bottom’d as clearly as we Prefume 
Others have done. 

This Main Point being Secured, 
and the Mind thereby in Repofe, 

and] oyous, an Improvement inPlea- 

fuie may be made if one Part of our 
Idea of God is that he takes not de- 
Delight in our Miferies, and Suf- 
ferings. - . j •: 

Men are generally apt to ima- 
gine God to be fuch a one as them- 
felves j and when Sour, Melanchol- 
ly, Worn-out People undertake to 
inllrud others in thefe matters, as 
they often do, they reprefent things 
accordingly. Hence (I conceive) ’ 
V' it 
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it is that it has been almoft: Uni- 
verialiy thought that . Cod takes 
Pleafure in our Pains and Afflicti- 
ons. For my Own Part My Idea 
of him is juft the Reverfe of this; 
It Seems to Me much more Reafoa- 
able (I am fpcaking on the Supr 
pofition of Liberty of the Will ac- 
cording to the Common receiv’d 
Opinion) I fay ’tis much more Rear 
fonable in my Apprehenfion to be- 
lieve that he approves of the Wis- 
dom of thofe that Thankfully Em- 
joy the Good before them : And 
that to do Other wife he efteems to 
be as offering the Sacrifice of Fools ; 
and will fay, Who hath required 
this at your Hands? What a fine 
Image does the Angel in Milton 
give us of the Supremely Good Be- 
ing prefiding over the Enjoyments 
of the Blelfed in Heaven! •: •. \ 
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Of forfeit tuber e full meajure only bounds 
Excefs , before tti all bounteous King, who (how'rd 
With copious handy Rejoycing in their Joy. 

• / ' • ' > j 

If we confider’d God as the Cora*- 
mon Father of all his Creatures, 
Thefe on Earth, as well as Thofe 
Above, we might have the fame 
Pleafure in the Confcioufnefs of ha- 
ving done Well when we Accept- 
ed an Enjoyment offer’d by his Pro- 
vidence, as when we Refus’d it; 
when we tailed Pleafure, as when 
We felt Pain : We might then Enjoy 
the Religious Pleafure, and the Na- 
tural one too: Thus he that has 
burnt Incenfe in a Golden Center, 
might go away with an Opinion of 
his being as acceptable to the Dei- 
ty, as he that has offered his Chil- 
dren to Moloch . 

Being thus at liberty to perfue 
Pleafure, (as much a Paradox as it 
may feem) the way to improve this 
liberty to the greateft Advantage is 
to confine our Selves within the 

Y Bounds 
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Bounds of Innocence, and Virtue. 

‘ And that nbt only be.caufe tie 
are thereby entitled to the Favour 
of God. and have Peace of Con- 

/ j 

fcience * fuch Theological Confede- 
rations I leave to Divines as being 
their Province * I only infift upon 
the bare natural Reafon of the thing. 
Nor am I about to deny that a Li- 
bertine Voluptuary has many Plea- 
sures which a Man of Virtue ha$ 
not* But let it not be forgotten on 
the Other fide that he has Suffer- 
ings too which the other avoids^ 
and has not Pleafures peculiar to 
Virtuous Men : weigh one thing 
with another, and then fee how the 
Account Bands. 

Such is the Goodnefs of God that 
he has provided abundance of Plea- 
fure for us * specially all thole A- 
dtions which are necelfary to the 
Prefervation of the Species, and 
that of every Individual by a con- 

ftant Supply of Aliment have Plea- 
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fure annex’d to the Performance of 
tfiem. But as our Appetites are 
apt to be inordinate thro’ our ex- 
cefilve love of Pleafiire, and our 
Bodies „ are fo conftituted , and 
Humane Laws have fo well provi- 
ded for the Common Good that 
the Pleafure may continue after the 
good Ends areferv’d, and then thofp 
things in which we find Delight 
become Hurtful ; a Reftraint mull 
be put upon thele Appetites, and 
this is called Virtue. Thus Cha- 

jr ■ . I » 

ftity, and Temperance; and Tem- 
perance not only in Meats, and 
Drinks, but in Study, Application 
to Bufinels, Exercile, or whatever 
other the moft commendable A&i- 
ons; thefe are Virtues, becaule by 
them we are reftrain’d from impair- 
ing our Health, r or our Fortunes, 
and fhortening our Days, by which 
means we fliould be deprived of ma- 
ny Plealures. Juftice is a Virtue; 
the ardent Defire we have of Plea- 

Y i fure 
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(ure being apt to carry us ottt6 08^ 
tain it, or the Means of prbctorftfg 
it in fuch a manner as Probably 
may expofe us to greater Mifchic# 
than will be countervail’d by the 
Advantages which we may hope to 
reap from fuch Unreafonable, and 
Illegal Methods. Fortitude, and 
Patience are alfo Virtues, as where- 
by we are enabled bravely to iup- 
port our felves under the PrefTureS 
to which our Humane State is con- 
ftantly liable, and even to fling off 
the Burthen ; whereas a Feeble Mind 
gives way to Sloth, and finks, and 
is Cruih’d under it; in ftiort, Pru- 
dence al Co is therefore a Virtue, be- 
caufe ’tis a Wife Management with 
regard to Time, Place, Perfons, 
and the Occafion, whereby we re- 
ceive many Advantages, and avoid 
as many Inconveniencies. I muft 
not enlarge ; but by what has been 
faid it appears that in Reality Vir- 
tue is the Qecommy of Pleafure : ’tis 

a Re- 
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aReftraint, that God, t and Nature,* 
and Wife Law-givers has put upon 
our Appetites : to what End ? Spiter 
folly to Retrench our Enjoyments? 
No, but to Enlarge, and Improve 
them. So that were I to paint the 
Fable of Prod'icus as Annibale Ca - 
racct has done, I would not make 
the Way of Virtue Rough, and Sto- 
ny, that of Vice foould be fo: He, 
and other Moralifts have been in- 
jurious to Virtue when they have 
given us fuch Harfo Representati- 
ons of her. Her Ways are Ways 
of P leaf antnefs ) and all her Paths 
are Peace , 

? Tis in every man’s power to 
feed as Delicioufly as Lucullas : Na- 
ture is not only contented with a 
little, but foe has the greateft A- 
bundance when foe has but what 
foe wants*, all the reft is an Enemy 
to Plealiire. 

-- By Temperance, and Sobriety a 
Common Meal is a Feaft for an 
ft Epicure. 
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Epicure. True Rational Appetite 
turns Water into Wine, and\ e- 
very Glais is Tokay. He that iatis-f 
fies the true Demands of wel} 
Regulated Nature tho* never io 
Cheaply 


Bleffes his Stars , and calls it Luxury. 

As Temperance gives us the 
higheft Pleafure at a very Eafy Rate^ 
a Virtuous Man in that Senfe has 
no Temptation to Injuftice. But 
what a Dignity of Mind does an 
Honeft Man retain! How Eafily, 
and Securely does he walk in his 
Plain, and Open Way! with the 
Approbation, and Applaufe not on- 
ly of his Own Mind (an Ineftima- 
bleTreafure!) but of all the World. 
And he that has true Magnanimity 
(like Job’r Leviathan ) Laugh eth af 
the Jhaking of the Spear. He is as 
it were exempt from the Common 
Miferies of Life, and in the midtf 
of Dangers and Misfortunes 

Rides 
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Rides in the Whirlwind., and directs the Storm. 

(I take leave to profit my felf of 
the Words of a Great Man, admi- 
rably ufed by him to another Pur- 
pofe.) And as to the Advantages of 
Prudence they are well known, and 
the more Confiderable as being Per- 
petual j there is not a Day, nor an 
Hour in which we have not Occa* 
fion for the Exerci/e of this Virtue, 

j 0 

and as often tafte the Fruits of it. . 

I have only touch'd on the Po- 
fitive Advantages of Virtue. By 
this means we moreover efcape in- 
numerable Inconveniencies , and 
Mifchiefs, which I muft not,, and 
which I need not here enumerate. 

To conclude this head. Good 
Nature, Forgivenefs of Injuries, Pi- 
ty, Charity, and the like Social 
Virtues as they are never pra&ifed 
but when Self-Love is at the Both 
tom, however difguifed it may hap- 
pen to be | fo being, guided by Pru- 
ek^'k dence 
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dence (without which they lofe their 
Properties, and become Vices) they 
always have a natural tendency to 
our Happinefs j as Hatred, Malice, 
Averfion, Rage, and fuch like Tur- 
bulent, and Uneafy Diftempers of 
the Mind,* and even the above 
mentioned Virtues themfelves not 
conduced by Prudence, are Ene- 
mies ; and as Such are to be avoids 
ed : And thus the View of the FoL 


lies, Impertinencies, 111 Nature, of 
Wickednels of Others (hould nqst 
be permitted to interrupt ourTraor 
cjuillityj Such is the Advice of thf 
Pfalmift, Fret not thy Self hecaufe 
of Evil Doers ; and which his Royr 
al Son, renown’d for his Wildom, 


as well as his being Infpir’d has re- 
peated. 

The next Step towards a Happy 
Life is to know how to Enjoy om 


Own. 


•• • 10 J 


Every Man is a diftind Beings 
an Ifland in the vaft Ociean of the 
>; Univerfe,- 
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Uiiiverre^ and among other PeBi- 
Iforitfes 'he has his Own Enjoy- 
thent^ y which ’tis liis Bufinefs not 
<ihlytb be Contented with as being 
\*hat & allotted him by Providence, 
Idnd not to be mended by his Mif- 
likes ,* but to Improve as much as 
poflible. If Another Man has En- 
joyments which I have not, I have 
thofe He is a Stranger to ^ but whe- 
ther I have or no, ’ris my Own, 
hot His I am to be concern’d about; 
^Thoie I have are neither More, 
tior Lefs * they are not Otherwile 
than they Are, be His what 
%iil. I would gladly be as gi 
Painter as Rafaelle , but Providence 
did not appoint Me to be Rafaelle , 
nor Rafaelle Me, I muft accjuiefce in 
its appointment j By the Grace of God 
/ am ivhatl am ; and will endeavour 
to Enjoy, and Improve my Owd 
Lot ,• So endeavour to Improve it a$ 
ajj the s wfiile to Enjoy, 1 ’and fb Enjoy 
as ndt negle&ing td Improve, ! n 
( ::';3V:n T J Z We 
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We have another kind of Proper* 
ty, and that is the Prefent time. 
We poiTefs but one Single Point, the 
whole Circumference of Eternity 
belongs to Others. We talk of 
Years, we are Creatures but of a 
Day, a Moment! the Man I was 
Yefterday is now no more; If I 
live till to Morrow, That Man is 
not yet born : What that Self (hall 
be is utterly unknown ; what Ideas, 
what Opinions, what Joys, what 
Griefs, nay what Body, all is yet 
hid in the Womb of Time,* but 
This we are fare of, I fhall not be 
the Same, the prefent Fabrick will 
be demolifa’d for ever. What is 
paft we know, but "tis vanilh’d as a 
Morning Dream,* we are moving 
on ; and every Step we take is a Step 
in the Dark. 

As when a Comet from the Sun is thrown 
An immenfe Difiance amongft Worlds Unknown 
After it fl w s a Stream of glaring Light ; 

*7/f Da) Behind , but all Before is Night. 

This 
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This is our Condition ; wejbave 
nothing left, nothing in ftore,* we 
Isve (as they fay) from Hand to 
Month, The Prefen t is the Sub- 
fiance, Pall, and to Come are mere 
Shadows. If an Enjoyment is gone, 
it has had its Duration, which was 
as much a Property of it as any o- 
ther: A Pidure I was very much 
delighted with for about 20 Years 
was defac’d by an Accident ; I coaH 
hder’d 1 had enjoy'd it fo many 
«Ycars, and was thankful for that, 
a twas all (itfeems) that Providence 
<fcfign’d when 'twas bellow’d on me, 
and ’twas a Noble Gift, it would 
have been an Inllance of Goodnefs 
if it had been but for a Month. If 
the Enjoyments of to Day are not 
Equal to thofe of Yefterday, thofe 
ol to Day are not the Lefs, nor lefs 
to be enjoy’d; mull l lelfen the Ac- 
Coiuic flill by Teazing my felf with 
the remembrance of God’s extraor- 


dinary Goodnefs to me Then ; in- 

Z % (lead 
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dead of being Thankful for That* 
and for what I ftill Enjoy ? 

There is a perpetual Change, 
and Succeflion of our Enjoyments ; 
So that we have a New Set every 
Day ; Some indeed continue feveral 
Years, Others have a much fhort? 
er Duration, and many there are 
which fpring up, and wither imme? 
diately. And if (as it often hapr 
pens) inftead of thofe that are Exr 
pir’d, and Vanifh’d ; Others More, 
and Greater have fucceeded, this 
will add to the Folly, and Ingrati- 
tude of him who repines at what is 
gone, and overlooks what he Has. % 

To imbitter Prefent Enjoyments 
with the Fears of what May be is at 
nother Piece of Mifmanagement, 
and very commonly practis’d: Per^ 
haps Something I am now delighted 
with may be Snatch’d from me, or 
fome New Evil may arrive,* but the 
Date of the Enjoyment is not yet 
expir’d, nor the unwelcome Gueft 

Come; 
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pome: the Prefent is what it Is, 
and (hould not be alter’d by what 
May, or May not be Hereafter. 

Of all the Fears that are Enemies 
to our Happinefs that of Death is 
the moft Terrible and with good 
reafon, the Lois we fear being 
Greater than any Other Lofs can. 
be: But the Cafe is the fame with 
the great Comprehenfive Blefling 
Life as with any particular Enjoy- 
ments, it has its Duration ; and we 
may as well regret ’twas not 1000 
Years inftead of threefcore and 
ten; as that it was but jo, 40, 30, 
or whatever Idler Number of Years, 
and not the full Age of fome men: 
He that dies at what Age foever had 
the Duration allotted to that indi- 
vidual Being, which ’twas as impof- 
fble to alter as for a Fly to live 
as long as an Elephant. What the 
Angel in Milton fays to Adam with 
a little variation of the Senle, (as 
being Ipoken on another Occafion) 
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Is applicable to my prefent Pun- 
pofe# 

• • * i 

Nor love thy Life, nor hate; but what thou liv’ ft 
live wily how long or Jim permit to Heav'n. 


Be not fo Fond of Life, nor fo 
Uneafy under the Inconveniences 
of it as to diminish the Pleafure to 
be had in it; but live Well; Enjoy 
whilftyoudo live, be the time More, 
or Lefs : If we are to Die to Mor- 
row, at leaft let us Live to Day. 


Cowards die many times before their Death 
"The Valiant never tajle of Death but once. 

Death a NecefJarj End 

mu com wbcH ii will com. siukrf . 

Not only Fear, but even Hope 
is many times an Abatement to our 
Happinefs; as when we Overlook 
the Prefent Good by having our 
Eyes too Longingly fix’d on iome- 
thing at a diftance. When Hope 
helps to make us Eafy under ^hat 

we Suffer : or when we Enjoy the 
■a t prefent 
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Pfefent to the Full, and with ail 
Addition rather than Otherwife 
from our Hopes all is Well ; Hope 
is then Wifely manag’d; but elfe 
tis Abfurd, and Injurious to us. 

The Earth’s Foundations canfi thou move, or flay 
The Ocean's Waves , or rapid Wheels of Day , 
Then try to Alter , or to Know thy Fate: 

*Tis Fix'd, 'tis Hid. 

Nor thy Determin'd State 0 Man deplore ; 

9 Tis Good, not Btft • with Thanks the Gods adore , y 
Their Gifts are Wifely giv'n; ExpeEl no more, y 
Regret not what is Pafi; the Prefent Good Enjoy ; 
Nor let vain Hopes, or Fears the Sweets of Life de- 
flroy. 


And now nothing more remains 
towards obtaining a Happy Life 
but that we Learn to be Pleas'd. 
This is a Noble, and a Ufeful Sci- 
ence ; it not only makes our Selves 
Happy, but communicates Happi- 
nefs to all about us. 

Like Maia’s Son he flood 

And Jhook his I lumes that Heavenly Fragance filPd 
The Circuit wide. Milton. 

’Tis 
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*T!s a wretched Turn many Peo- 
ples heads have taken ; They are 
perpetuallyDepreciating every thing 
in This World,* and feem to fan- 
cy there is a fort of Merit in fo do- 
ing } As if the way to exprefs the 
Efteem we had for what we hops 
God has provided for us in Another 
State was by railing at This ; Or 
as if the Prefent was not alfo the 
Effed of his Goodnels, and Boun- 
ty. It has been the Pradice of all 
Polite People in all Ages, and 
Countreys to Difguife, or Hide 
thole SaleteSy and Defeds which 
tho’ Common to all Animals are a 


lort of Reproach to our Nature j 
and to endeavour to Exalt our Spe- 
cies as much as poffible to what we 
conceive of the Angelick State: 


This alfo is one End of Painting, 
and Poetry j they are to impregnate 
our Minds with the moft Sublime, 
and Beautiful Images of things ; and 
thus in our Imaginations do Raife 

all 
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all NaturO fome Degrees above 
what is Commonly, or Ever feen : 
Why fhould we not do thus with 
fefped to our Condition in the par- 
ticular now under Confideration > 
Why fhould we ndt reprefent it to 
one another, and to oUr felves id 
the Beft manner the thing will bear * 
and if we muft be in One Extreme, 
why not on the Right Side, and td 
our Advantage. 

It muft be own’d our Enjoyments 
are Short, Uncertain, and have 
their Alloy. But this is not an A- 
batement to our Happinefs propor- 
tionable to the Clamour that is rai- 
led concerning it. If our Pleafures 
are Short, and Uncertain we have 
a Succeftion of them $ fo that Plea- 
fure in General is not So, tho’ Par- 
ticular Ones Are. Aye but Life it 
felf is Short : not if compar’d with 
that of moft other Animals. And 
tho’ we have, many Sufferings, and 
our Pleafures are never Pure, and 

A a unmixt 
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unmixt, whether from our own Mif- 
management (which is often the 
Cafe) or other wife - We, even tbele 
Murruurers themlelves are fed with 
a Quails, and Manna : There is not 
Day, not an Hour wherein the moft 
wretched has notfomeTaftes ofPlea- 
fure ; but the Generality of Men (as 
much a Wildernefs as this World 
is) have a Flow of Enjoyments : 
not Perfed indeed, but fach as are 
Suited to our Imperfed State j * ;ap- 
py, tho’ to a certain Degree, --fuch 
as Unerring Wifdom has appointed. 

What is done with refpedto our 
Condition in the Main is alfqcomf 
monly pradifed in particular Ca -// 
fes j One Crofs Circumftance puts us 
fo out of Humour as to make us in- \ 
capable of Pleafore from the many 
Advantageous Ones that are in Dur 
Hands. . ,, . , : 

We rtiould therefore learnro con^ ; 
fider things as they are, and tp hlrs 
ped no other, but to Enjoy what 
> r» ( j t ,t- a Advan- 
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Advantages we have notwithfland- 
ing their Imperfe&ion to wait to 
he Pleas’d till This,, and That, ': attd 
every thing we Miflike is remov’d 
like the Countrey-man in Horace / 


Viho near Some River* s Sid* 1 

Expelling ftands in hopes the rnnning Tide 
Will all e’er long, be paft; Fool , not to know 
It jltll haf flow'd the fame, and will for ever flow 

Mr. John Hughes M.S. 

There is another Untoward Hu- 
mour very prevalent with moft Peo- 
ple, and that is reje&ing all Advi- 
ces by faying ’Tis eafy for one that 
is Happy himfelf to give Such to the 
Wretched which Themfeives in 
That Condition could not profit by. 
If the Advice is Good, ’tis no mat- 
ter what the Giver Could, or Would 
do,- let Him to whom ’tis given try 
whether he has Wifdom, andVir- 1 
tue enough to make his Own Ad- ^ 
vantage of it. 

There are indeed certain Sea- 
A a z fons 
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fbtts when the Mind is tncapable^f 
Pleafure in any remarkable Degree : 
whether from the too great 'Pref* 
fure of Calamity or a Melaneholly 
Cloud fpreading it felf over all: In 
this Cafe the Patient muft do as in 
a Fit of the Head-ach, the Gout, 
or the like Diftemper,; bear it as 
Patiently as he can ,* things will 
brighten again. And in the mean 
time he muft not Indolently fink 
under, but Refolutely bear up again ft 
it, and endeavour as foon as pofli- 
ble to get rid of the Mifchiefj but 
by no means muft he encourage its 
continuance,* nor regard any Re- 
flections he may Then make to his 
Difadvantage ,* as being Probably 
the V oice of his Diftemper, not his 
Reafbn. Thus in time the Evil 
may be Remedy’d • and a contrary 
Habit gain'd : Or if this will not 
do, the Philofopher, and Divine 
muft deliver up the Patient into the 
>: J riy.-: .la-T^Hands 
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Hand^ of . the Phyficiap, or rathe# 
call him in to them AiTiftance.il 

This Deplorable Gale excepted^ 
and the Mind being Sound, and 
gorous Vaft Improvements maybe 
made in our Pjea&res, by Endear 
vouringand Studying to be Pleas'd.*; 

Inftead of Obfetving what we 
don’t like, and Magnifying That • 
fnppofe we (hould on the contrary 
apply our Selves to difcover the Ad- 
vantageous Circumflances in every 
Moment of our Lives, and fix up- 
on, and profit our Selves of Them 
as much as poflible: Would not 
This be more Commendable * and 
more for our Intereft ? There are 
a thoufand inftances of things which 
are lnfipid, or even Naufeous to us, 
but which might become Pleafant: 
and a thoufand, and ten thoufand 
which feem adapted to Pleafe which 
we fuffer to pafs by Unregarded. 
As Imperfedt, and Defpicable as 
qut Prefent Condition may appear 

to 
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to be to Some Difcontented People 
t{iere k not a Glance the Eye, 

a Morfcl we tafte, or a Breath we 
draw but is- capable of affording us 
Pleafure. Every Sealbn of the Year, _ 
Every Hour of the Day, Every Cir- 
cumftaoce of Life h as Some, Proper, 
and Peculiar to it. We Ihould like'- 

■f •* r 

Bees fuck Sweetnefs out of every^ 
Flower, Not only thole in fine Gar- 
dens, but thofe which grow Wild 
in every Common Field * Nay if 
poflible from every Weed: Even 
Pain, and Difappointment may be 
the occafionsof admimiftering lome 
Pleafure, by aConfcioufnefs of bear- 
ing them well, the Improvement 
of our Philofophical Strength, and 
giving a Stronger Guft to the Plea- 
fiire to be had Ellewhere by the Op- -4 
pofition. 

If I were to make a Finifh’d Work 

-• ><•**. o ri 

from this Sketch (which I verily 
believe I ! never lhall) there is room 
enough for plentiful Enlargements 
v; ' every 
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every where, and Here particular- 
ly by giving variety of Inftances^ 
to llluffrate* and prove what 1 hate 
been faying > and 1 believe it very 
rarely happens, that any One Cir- 
cumftance of Life is fo well con- 
fider’d as it might be with the De- 
fign of extracting all poffible Plea- 
fures from it. However (befides 
that of Connoiffance which is my 
main Bufinefs, and which I (hall 
fully profecute anon) I will not omit 
One which every body finds the be- . 
nefit of in lome meafiire, but which 
might be improv’d to a Vaft Degree, 
and that is the getting a fine Collecti- 
on of Mental Pictures,* what I mean 
is furnilhing the Mind with Pleafing 
Images ; whether of things Real, 
or Imaginary; whether of our own 
forming, or borrow’d from Others. 
This is a Collection which every 
onemay have, and which will fine- ; 
ly employ every, vacant moment of 
ones time. I will give a Specimen • 

or 
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or two’o'E tfiefe in the Delicate, 
in the Great kind, or to fpeak more 
like a Connotffeur, in the Parmeg- 
gtano, and in the Rafaelk Tafte- 
and both out of Mtlton who alone 
is able to fupply us abundantly ; or 
as he himfelf fays fpeaking of the 
Sun. 


Hither as to their 'Fountain other Stars 
Refair t ng in their Golaen Urn j draw Light. 


What a Croud of Pleafirig Itna^ 
ges fill the two following lines? 
they are the beginning of a Sonoet 
in his Juvenile Poems. \ * 

. y 

0 Ntghtingal that on jo » bloomy Spray 
WarbPfi at Ev’n wb n all the Woods are fiiU. 

>' > ■ - * J 

Again, in his Paradtfe loft. 


i v j m 

In Jhady Bower . 


Ta * 


More Sacred, and Secjuejbred, thd but ft ign% 

Pan, or Sylvanus never flept, nor Nymp \ . , _ \ 
Nor Faimus haunted. Herein coo Recqft^ ^.ju 
With Flowers , , Gat lands, and Sweet fouling Hoffa 
Efpouud Eve ' eckx jirfl her nuptial Bed, 

And Heav’nly Quires tht Hjymenaan fung, 

fVhai 
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JV bat day the Genial Angel to our St, e 
Brought her in naked Beauty more adorn'd , 

More . ove y th n Pandora whom the God s 
Endow'd with all their Gifts. 

The other is as Great as ever en- 
ter’d into the heart of Man not fu- 
pernatnrally Infpired, if at leaft this 
Poet was not fo. 

On heav’nly Ground they flood, and from the Shore 
Tley view'd the vaft immeafurable Abyf 
Outragious as a Sea, dark, wafteful, wild. 

Up from the bottom turn'd by furious Winds, 

And furging Waves as Mountains to affaul: 
Heav'ns highth, and with the Center mix the Pole. 

Silence, ye troubled Waves, and thou Deep, peace. 
Said then th’ Omnific Word, your Difcord end. 

Nor fluid, but on the Wings of Cherubim 
Uplifted in Paternal Glory rode 
Far into Chaos , and the World unborn ; 

For Chaos hea d his Voice: Him all his Tain 
Follow'd in bright Procefflon to behold 
Creation, and the Wonders of his might. 

'Then ft aid the fervid Wheels, and in his hand 
He took the Gold n Compajfes, prepar'd 
In God’s eternal Store to circumfcribe 
This Univerfe, and all crewed things: 

One F.jOt he center'd , and the other turn'd 
Round thro ' the vaft Profundity ob/cure, 

And faid thus far extend, thus far thy bounds. 

This be thy juft Circumference, O World. ' 

v B b I will 
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I will venture to give ongl.oftance 
more, becaufe *’tis a very Material 
one, and a Cirttiflnftanc£ thit is U*- 
niverfal, and which will greatly 
highthen, and Improve all our En- 
joyments ; and This is a Senfe of 
the Divine Prefence. A Man muff 
have Grofs Conceptions of God if 
he imagines he can be feen in a Fir* 
ture, Better State in any Corporeal 
Form: Incorporeally we fee him 
Here, hisWifdom, Goodnels, Pow- 
er, and Providence,- and this Bea- 
tific Vifion brightens More, and 
More to Pure Minds, and that ap- 
ply themfelves to the confideration 
ofit; and Thus ’tis Heaven Here 
on Earth. InR 

j • . : v : . ■ -O'J ...» L. li- 

ft/ doubt not but in Valley , and in Plain 

God is as * here and will be found alike * Eden 

Prefent, and of his prefence many a Sgn u 1 1 uf.£ 
Still following thee, fill comparing thee round 

With Goodnefs and Paternal Love , his Face 

Exprefs , and of his Steps the track Divine* ^ 


\ 


Thus 
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’ '■Hui I’m tmimfldtim fiieet enjoi ' 

headnly Ibefente, gaze on, and adore C 010(TI 
Thy infinite Ferfe&iom when 1, walk, }. nr . 

Or' fit, or 'on my Bed lie down' dtfcbarfd 
Of other various, necejfafy Thatt&hts : I: tJV1 ft 

Inbftft Communion. J am ftill with Thee, 3 H t d 
fhd lowly Rev* rent as before my God-, 

But filfid with Joy, and breathing ceaflefs Praife 
Tor this Ineftimable Gift , be ft ow'd n i / 1 (J 'J fl J’ 
4fter long feeking, with a Heart Upright , 

Tet oft Opprefs’d, and oft thro Gloomy Paths 
Conduced, Pertu> bations, Griefs, Doubts, Fears, 
Innumerable ConfiiEls, Agonies, 

Watchings, Laborious Studies, and Difpute< 

mm “ r j! ‘jp ^ u.-jjoq ip jTTr^ : rnioi 

This is the Sketch I promis’cl,; 
and Which I will leave as it is. Hap- 
py are they who having been' M 
right at firft have nothing to Un- 
learn ; and next to thofe Happy di e 
they who at length know how to 
find Pleafure in all that is Innocent, 
and Good, and Ufeful to Society; 
Such Enjoy, and that with Safety, 
and Honour,* > > 






no Veil 


' M 

( \ \ .• r ■*** 

She needed, Virtue-proof no thought infirm ' ' A 
Aked ether Cheek. Milton. 


■,'fX 
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If ©‘hers Enjoy too, ’tismotid tfh&t 
sPegtee; and with Hazard^indinfirr 
my. Would to God I could be Inftf tit- 
mental in perfuading Gentlemen Xo 
exchange thofe trifling, Unmanly, 
and Criminal Pleafures to which 
too many are accuftomed, for thofe 
of the Other, and Better kind: 
Would to God I could perfuade theta 
to Manage Life well j to get Noble 
Ideas of the Supreme Being) to ap- 
ply themfelves to the Knowledge, 
and Improvement of Ufeful, and 
Excellent Arts ; to impregnate their 
Minds with Pure, and Beautifuht- 
raages, and with the Sayings, arid 
Ad ions of Men capable of recon- 
ciling us to Humane Nature after 
we have been obferving what is 
commonly done in the World -^to- 
gether with a Self-Confeioufnels'of 
not having Dilhonour’d the Species 
• Themfelves. ? ?i 3r.rl // 

I have no where faid tha^tsriae 
5 but a Philofopher, and aGriodGhnri- 

ftian 

• . > 
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ftian catintake Pleafure an Cormo'tft 
feww jrnbift t that i fiich l*i one has< a 
Miad? at! Eafe, and mo ft ; apt to vrer 
ceive Virtuous Pleafure is incontet- 
ftable: ’Tis then a proper Difpofr- 
,tion to receive That I am about to 
Recommend: Which juftifies what 
I have been doing as to the Attempt, 
i whatever the Performance may be 
judg'd to be. 

- V That the Pleafure of Connotlfante 
is a Virtuous, and a Ufefuli on?, 
i and fuch a one therefore as is wor- 
? thy the Purfuit of a Wife, and Good 
-Man appears by what has been faid 
[heretofore. Wherein this Pleafure 

- confifts is what I am Now about to 
fhew : Which will alfo ferve as a Spe- 
cimen of what may be done in o- 
ther Inftances , a Vafl many of 
which,! have obferv’d are overlook'd 
and negledted as welt as This: 

What is Beautiful, and Excellent 
-t is naturally adapted to Pleafe } but 
and Excellencies^ are 
asifi not 
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M& naturally ;5teen.; 
men fee Pigmies, and Drawings as 
tbff Generally of Peoplti fee tbef 
Heavens ini a Clear, Starry Night, 1 
they perceive a (Sort of Beauty there, 
but; fuch a one as produces no great 
Pleafiire in the Mind: But whetf 
one confidets the Heavenly Bodies* 
as other Worlds, and that there are* 
an Infinite Number of thefe in the? 
Empire of God, Jmmenfityj and] 
Worlds which our Eyes affifted byr 
the beft Glalfes can never reach,^ 
and fo far remote from the moft- 
diftant of what we fee (which yet 
arej jib far removed from < us thaf| 
when we confider it our Mipds 
fill’d with Aftonifliment) that Thefefa 
V ifible ones are as it were our Neigh*' 
hours, as the Continent of Franc 
is, to Great Britain ; When ong conf T 
fiders farther. That as there are In*] 
habitants on, this Continent tho^we^ 
fegfthesn not when we 
altogether unmfbQableU®eIfltiagll^ 
vllfcDi that 
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tbit thofibJhnumerable Worlds are 
Uninhabited, and Defart •> there 
mtift be Beings There, Some petb 
haps More, Others Lefs Noble, an# 
Excellent than Man: When one 
Thus views this Vaft Profpeft, the 
Mind is OtherwifeafFe&ed than Be- 
fore, a6d feels aDelight which Com- 
mon Notions never can adminifter.' 
So thoie who at Prefent cannot com- 
prehend there can be fuch Pleafute 
in a good Pi&ure, or Drawing a£ 
Connviff'eurs pretend to find, may 1 
Learn to fee the fame thing Them- r 
felves, their Eyes being once o- 
pen’d ’tis like a New Senfe, and 
New Pleafares flow in as often as 
the Objeds of that Superinduc’d 
Sight prelent themfelves, which (to 
Peopleof Condition specially) ve- 
ry frequently happens, or may be 
procur’d, whether Here at Home, or 
in their Travels Abroad. When a 
Gentleman has 1 earn’d to lee the 
Beauties and Excellencies that are 

really 
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really in good Pictures, and Draw- 
ings,and which may be learnt by con- 
verfmg with Such,and applying him- 
felf to the confideration of 'them, 
he will look upon That with Joy 
which he Now paffes over with very 
little Pleafure, if not with Indiffe- 
rence : Nay a Sketch, a Scrabble 
of the Hand of a Great Mafter will 
be capable of adminiftering to him 
a Greater Degree of Pleafure than 
thofe who know it not by Experi- 
ence will eafily believe. Befides 
the Graceful, and Noble Attitudes, 
the Beauty of Colours, and forms 
and the fine Effects of Light, and 
Shadow, which none fees as a Con - 
notjfeur does, Such a one enters far- 
ther than any other Can into the 
Beauties of the Invention, Expref- 
lion, and other Parts of the Work 
he is confidering: He fees Strokes 
of Art, Contrivances, Expedients, 
a Delicacy, and Spirit that others 
fee not, or very Imperfectly. 

He 
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-wz-Hfe fees what a Force of Mind 
the great Matters had to Conceive 
Ideas what Judgment to fee things 
Beautifully, or t<> Imagine Beauty 
item what they law,- and whit 
£ power their Hands were endued 
withal ih a few Strokes, and with 
Eafe to fhew to Another what them- 
felves Conceiv’d. 


What is it that gives us Pleafure 
«i Reading a Hittory, 1 or Po&n, 
but that the Mind is thereby fur- 
tiifh’d with Variety of Images ? And 
what diftinguifhes Some Authors, 
and fets ’em above the Common Le- 
vel but their knowing howtoRaife 
their Subject? The Trojan, or Pe~ 
loponefian Wars would never have 
been thought of by Us if a Homer , 
or a Thucydides had not told the 
Stories of ’em who knew how to 
do it fo as to fill the Mind of their 


Readers: with Great, and Delight- 
ful Ideas, He who converts with 


the WcMS'bF the Bett Matters 7 is 
C c always 
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always Reading filch like Admira- 
ble Authors j and his Mind Confe- 
quently proportionally Entertain’d, 
and Delighted with Fine Hiftories, 
Fables, Characters, the Ideas of 
Magnificent Buildings, Fine Pro- 
fpeCts, &c. 

And he fees thefe things in thofe 
different Lights, which the various 
Manners of Thinking of the feve- 
ral Mafters fets them $ He fees ’em 
as they are reprefented by the Ca- 
pricious, but Vaft Genius of Lto- 
nardo da Vinci $ The Fierce, and 
Gigantick one of Michel- Angelo ; 
the Divine, and Polite Rafaelle $ 
the Poetical Fancy of Giul'to j the 
Angelical Mind of Correggio , or 
Parmeggianino • the Haughty Sul- 
len, but Accompli fh’d^w/^tf/?, the 
Learned Agojhno Caracci , &c. 

A Connotjjeur has this farther 
Advantage, .He not only fees Beau- 
ties in Pictures, and Drawings, 
which to Common Eyes are Invi- 

fible i 
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Able ; He Learns by thefe to fee fiich 
in Nature, in the Exquifite Forms, 
and Colours, the Fine Effects of 
Lights, Shadows, and Reflections 
which in Her is always to be found, 
and from whence he has a Pleafure 
which otherwife he could never have 
had, and which none with Untaught 
Eyes can Poflibly difcern : He has 
a conflant Pleafure of This kind e- 
ven in the moft Common things, 
and the molt Familiar to us, fo 
that what People ufually look upon 
with the utmoit Indifference creates 
great Delight in his Mind. The 
Noblelt Works of Rafaelle , the 
molt Ravifhing Mufick of Hendell \ 
the molt Mafterly Strokes of Milton , 
touch not People without Difcern- 
ment : So the Beauties of the W orks 
of the great Author of Nature are 
not feen but by Enlighten’d Eyes, 
and to Thefe they appear far other- 
wife than before they were fo $ as 
we hope to fee every thing ftill near- 

Cc z er 
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cr to its true Beauty, and Perfecti- 
on in a Better State, when we (hall 
fee what our Eyes have not yet feen y 
nor our Hearts Conceiv’d . 

By converting with the Works 
of the Belt Matters our Imaginati- 
ons are Impregnated with Great, 
and Beautiful Images, which pre- 
fent themfelves on all occations in 
Reading an Author, or ruminating 
upon tome great ACtion Ancient, 
or Modern: Every thing is Rais’d, 
every thing Improv’d from what it 
would have been otherwife. Nay 
thole Lovely Images with which 
our Minds are thus ttor’d rife There 
continually, and give us Pleature 
With, or Without any particular 
Application. 

What is Rare, and Curious with- 
out any Other confideration we Na- 
turally take Pleafure in ,• becaufe as 
Variable as our Circumftances are 
there is fo much of Repetition in 
Life that more Variety is Rill de- 

firable. 
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rable. The Works of the Great Ma- 
tters would Thus recommend them- 
felves to Us, tho’ they had not that 
Tranfcendent Excellency as they 
have* They are fuch as are Rarely 
feen ; They are the Works of a 
Small number of the Species in one 
Little Countrey of the World, and 
in a (hort fpace of time. But their 
Excellency being put into the Scale 
makes the Rarity of them juftly 
confiderable. They are the Works 
of Men Like whom None are Now 
to be found, and When there will 
be God only knows! 

Art, & Guides tout eft dans les Champs Elyfees. 

La Fontaine. 

What the old Poet Melanthius 
fays of Polygnotus (as he is cited 
by Plutarch in the Life of Ctmon ) 
may with a little alteration be ap- 
ply’d to thefe Men in General,** 5 Tis 
thus Already tranflated. 

This famous Painter at his own expence 
Gave Athens Beauty, and Magnificence', 

New 
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New Life to all the Heroes did impart j 
Embellijh'd all the Temples with his Art: 

The Splendor of the State reflor'd again : 

And Jo be did oblige both Gods , and Men. 

And what (till adds to the Ra- 
rity of the Excellent Works we are 
fpeaking of is. Their Number muft 
neceflarily diminifh by fudden Ac- 
cidents, or the Slow, but Certain 
Injuries of Time. 

Another Plealure belonging to 
Connotjfance is when we find any 
thing Particular, and Curious: As 
the Firft Thoughts of a Mafter for 
fome Remarkable Picture. The O 
riginal of a Work of a Great Ma- 
fter the Copy of which we have 
already by fome other Confidera- 
ble Hand. A Drawing of a Pi- 
cture, or after an Antique very Fa- 
mous; or which is now loft; Or 
when we make fome New Acquifi- 
tion upon Reafonable terms ; Chief- 
ly when we get for Our Selves fome- 
thing we much defired, but could 
not hope to be Mafters of: When 

we 

t 
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\ve make fome New Difcovery j 
Something that Improves ourKnow- 
ledge in Connoiffayice , or Painting, 
or Otherwife ; and Abundance of 
fuch like Incidents, and which ve- 
ry frequently happens to a Diligent 
Conmtjfeur . 

The Pleafure that arifes from the 
Knowledge of Hands is not Like, 
or Equal to that of the other Parts 
of the Bufinefs of a Conno'tjfeur ; 
But neither is That deftitute of it. 
When one fees an Admirable piece 
of Art ’tis part of the Entertain- 
ment to know to whom to attribute 
it, and then to know his Hiftory • 
Whence elie is the cuftom of putting 
the Author’s Pi&ure, or Life at the 
beginning of a Book ? 

When one is conlidering a Pi- 
fture, or a Drawing, and at the 
fame time thinks This was done by 
* him who had many ex- * Leo „ ario 
traordinary Endowments of da Vinci - 
Body, and Mind, but was withal 

~ very 
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very Capricious ; who was honour’d 
in Life, and Death, expiring in the 
Arms of one of the greateft Princes 
of that AgcFranctsl.King of France, 
who Loved him as a Friend. Ano- 
% i . ther is of * him who liv’d a 
Long, and Happy Life, 
belov’d of Charles V . Emperor ; and 
many others of the firft Princes of 
Europe. When one has another 
in his hand, and thinks This was 
I Midei- done by t one w ho fo exceli’d 
ang'\°. j n Three Arts as that any of 
’em in that Degree had render’d him 
worthy of Immortality j And one 
that moreover durft contend with his 
-Sovereign (one of the haughtieft 
’Popes that ever was) upon a Slight 
offer’d to him, and Extricated him- 
felf with Honour. Another is the 
' - . Work of ^ him who with- 

out any one Exteriour Ad- 
vantage by mere Strength of Geni- 
%s had the moft; Sublime. Irttfigiria- 
tions, and executed them' ocfcofjd- 
w b Ol ingly. 
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ingly yet liv’d, and dy’d Obfctire^ 
ly. Another we (hall confider as 
the Work of * Him who * An*,b*u 
Reftor’d Painting when it Caracci - 
was almoft Sunk ; of him whole Art 
made Honourable ; but neglecting, 
and delpifing Greatnefs with a lort 
of Cynical Pride was treated luita*- 
bly to the Figure he gave himlelf* 
toot hislntrinlic Merit $ which not 
having Philofophy enough to bear it 
broke his Heart. Another is done by 
fone who 
was a fine 
liv’d in great Magnificence, and was 
much honour’d by his Own, and Fo* 
reign Princes ; who was a Courtier, a 
Statefman, and a Painter 5 and lo 
much All Thefe that when he aCted 
in either Character That leem’d to 
be his Bufinefs,and the Others his Di- 
verfion : 1 fay when oneThus reflects, 
befides the Plealure arifing from 
the Beauties, and Excellencies of 
the Work, the Fine Ideas it gives 

D d us 


(on the contrary) 
Gentleman, and 


f Rubens. 


Digitized by Google 



| 210 ) 

us of Natural jhings,, ihCjN^fc 
wav' of Thinking one finds/ uj,.^ 
and the Pleafing Thoughts 
fogged to us, an Additional Ple£- 
fure refults from Thefe Refledtioqs. 

But Oh thePleafure ! when, a Coq- 
notjjeur , and Lover of Art has\ty* 
fore him a Pi&ure, or Drawing of 
which he can fay This is the Hand, 
l Thefe theThoughts of* him . „ , <£> 
who was one or the Politeir^ r . ^ 
Beft-Natur’d Gentlemen that evet 
was,* and Belov’d, and Aftifted by 
the Greateft Wits, and the Greats 
eft Men then at Rome : Of Hifft 
Who liv’d in great Fame, Honout* 
andMagnificence, and dy’d extreme- 
ly Lamented; and mift a Cardinal’s 
Hat only by dying a few Months too 
foon - y but was particularly Efteem’d, 
and Favour’d by two Popes, tljif 
onlv ones who fill’d the Chair of 

• ' ; J i 7 . . •' (.I.K'fiv 7U; 'i./l 

St. refer in His time, and ^ V 
Mqn as ever fate there fipoe 
Apoftlc, if at lcaft He 

t b G 



•\ 


Digitized by Google 



t Sir ] r , 

Gibe (i ^ ' fhort) who could have 
been zLtonardo y a Michelanfeto 
£ Titian, a Correggio, *ParmM 
and, an Annibale, a Rubens , ot ar 
ny other when he pleas’d, but none 
of them could ever have been a Ra- 


faelle. 

■*.' i? ' ~ . «■ • . t j- • ■ 't 

Such as Diana when Jhe fprightly leads 
The Dance on cool Eurota’x Flow'ry Meads j 
Or when the Goddefs is delighted more ’ j ‘ 
To chafe the Stag , or Skipping Goat, She o're\ 
Huge Tagetus, or Erymanthus flies, 

Whilfl Hunter's Muflck Ecchoes in the Skies : 

A Thoufand JV wd- Nymphs everpiore are feen 
Surrounding, and Exulting in their @ ueen , 

But She dtjlinguifh able is from far, ' ■ ' '* 
Sbe Taller, and more Lovely does appear, fv 
Supremely Bright where Ev’ry one is Fau\j 5 
Her Daughter Chaft Latona flaw, Jhe flail'd , 
And with tranfcendent Joy her Heart was fill'd. 

When we compare the Hands, 
and Manners of One Mailer with 
Another, and thole of the lame 
Man in different times: When we 
lee the various Turns of Mind, and 


Excellencies ,• and above all when 
we obferve what is Well, or III in 
their Works, as it is a Worthy, lb 

D d i ? tis 
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a Very © eh ghtful Fiercife ©f 1 
our Rational Faculties: * /It:) f 3 ^ 3 

And there is one Circumftance 
in it which ought not to be forgot- 
ten, and with which I will clofe 
this part of my Argument. In Law 
we are ty’d down to Precedents ; 
Phyfick ’tis dangerous treading Ut* 
trodden Paths; in Divinity, Refc^ 
fon tho’ flying before the Wind wft& 
all her Sails lpread muft ftop if itt 
Article of Faith appears : 

This Study (he has her full Coiirffc j 
T he Mind finds it felf intltely & 
Liberty, and with her PlumesW^ 
nows the buxom Air (to ufe Ml* 
ton's Style.) J ;vr -’, ' '•* u 

• 1 * • V » ' ' . • l 1 V 

4 - .• *• ’ i 


„ — — Sometimes -f;\ 

She fours the Right hand coafl,fometimes the Left, 
Now Jhaves with level wing the Deep, then foars 
Up to the Empyraan tow' ring high. 

• , ‘ •- -..'I * - ~M: t . 


This is a Pleafijre which none 
but Thinking Men can be Senfible 
pf, and Sqch know it to |e Ofte of 

i: o vil i the 
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the Creafeft* and Excelled 
they can enjoy, ] i. , - ;j -j^r? 

sonsilmirrii' ) mo ?\ sv.i*!, bn A 

SEC T.*JV.. ; , ^ ;! , 

Ihw f dh.'lj;/ |[ V ff A”-; nsi 

W ,J fancy an Author, and a Rear 

der a?e a* $wo People travelUo^tOr 
gether* if the Booh be in 
fcript, the Writer takes the Other; 
into his Own Caiafh * if it be Print* 
ed ’tis a Common Voiture. We h W 
thus bfen in company longer thajaf 
I expe<$ed> but are now entering 
upon the laft Day’s journey. How 
my Fellow Traveller is affe&ed I 
know not, but I confefs I am plear 
fed lam fonear Home.; „ . 

’Twas formerly a trite faying a- 
mong the Florentines .(and may be 
fo ftill for ought I know) Cofa fab 
ta y Capo ha y a thing done has a 
Head 'y that is, ’till then it has no 
Life, vlthe Main circumftance is 
Wtffliang, f t& good/for little.: lIiM 
always glad wh m l clap oa the 
■r > A Head 
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Hei&f to any thing I undfcEttikbjtth^-l 
caufe them Thkfc Affair iii htedgj|£ 
to the Perfection I can giv^ftih^fiS 
Something/ and then «d<AfeitfrlfiPP 
am at liberty; for a New Enterprise* 
■When I am got to the end of 3th^ 
Prefent Work (and I am now coo^ 
to the L aft General Divifion of* 

I fhall have the fatisfaCtion of ha 13 
ving done what I could for my Owo^ 
Improvement ,• for he that endea- 
vours to give Light to Another i# 
any matter ftrikes up fbme id hte* 
Own mind, which probably Would! 
never otherwife have kindled thet'df 
and I fhall enjoy a ConfcioufnefS^f 
having try’d to be as Ufeful to the 
Publick as my Circumftances would* 
enable me to be: I faw fomething 
of this kind was wanting, and did 
not perceive that ’twas very likely 
any one elfe would take the trouble 
of it. I have therefore offer’d 
Prefent Thoughts on This ^ew 
Subject, and in as good ^ Method 
>hii as 
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I ^uld qfiot)rive.! gi ahrtoo Serifi-bld 
9f the Fallibility Of Hrirhane Under-* 
{landing yjand of myiOwn in £>at^ 
ricular to be too well Allured that 
l am Right Throughout : and fhall 
he glad * to be better Inform’d if it 
appears that I am miflaken in any 
thingMaterial: And IhavefomePre- 
t^nce to fuch a Favour having foFree- 
ly communicated thofe Lights I be- 
liev’d I had acquired,, and that with 
no fmall Labour, and Application, 
in a Matter which I conceiv’d might 
beofUfe to the World, To be 
Miflaken is a Sin of Infirmity which 
I pretend not to be exempt from: 
To perfifl in the Profeflion of an 
Error after Convi&ion is the Dead- 
ly Sin, and which I hope I never 
fhall commit. , <> £ 

vi We will Now go on,* and fee 
whatAdvantages Connotjfancc brings 
along with it. ; t 1 ] 

- When I was representing the Be- 
nefits that might accrue to the Pub- 

lick 
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lick by means of the Aft of Paia£* 
ing, and Cmnotffance l prov’d it 
had a Natural tendency to Reform 
our Manners, Refine our Pleafures, 
and Increafe our Wealth, Power, 
and Reputation. All thefe Advan- 
tages every Particular Connotffeur 
will have if Prudence accompanies 
that Character. As to the two 
former no queftion can be made 
concerning Them : Nor of the two 
Latter, fuppofing we have thoft 
other, and that which alone re- 
mains to be confider’d, the Improve- 
ment of our Fortunes. Now tho? 
’tis true a Man may employ fo much 
Money This way, and in Such a 
Manner as may not be proportiona- 
ble to his Circumftances, nor Pro- 
per whatever Thofe are,* Yet if (as 
I raid) Prudence is mix’d with Con - 
noijfance not only This Inconveni- 
ence will be avoided, but the con- 
trary Advantage obtain’d $ for Mo- 
ney may be as well laid out This 
v : } way 
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way as m any Other Purchafe what^ 
foever, -twill be as Iraproveable an 
Eftate. There is moreover Anc* 
ther Confideration on this head, 
and that is$ The Pleafure of Con - 
mtffance will probably come in in- 
ftead of Others not only lefs Virtue 
ous, but more Expenfive. 

•• I promis’d when I enter’d upon 
this Argument that I would treat it 
not as an Advocate, or an Ora' 
tor, but as a Strid Reafoner,- and 
have no where Deviated from this 
Rule that I know of: That I have 
not done fo here when I faid that 
Connoiffance had a Natural tendency 
to promote our Intereft, Power, 
Reputation, Politenels, and even 
our Virtue, I refer you to what I 
have faid when I afferted that the 
Publick might reap all thefe Ad- 
vantages by the fame Means ; and 
Elfewhere in this Difcourfe.' But 
as Lwould not Exaggerate any thing, 
neither muft I forbear to do Right 

i(i*/ E e to 

% * • * 
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to the Caufc l have undertaken* 
which 1 fhould not have done ifd 
had Slightly pafs’d over this Impor- 
tant Article, and had not taken tare 
to? give it thefe Strong Touches fb as 
to make itConfpicuous, that it may 
have a due effed upon the Mind of 
the Reader. • . 

■ As my Difcourfe is addrefs’d to 
Gentlemen in General I am not to 
infill upon thofe Advantages which 
are Peculiar to Painters, and 
■Sculptors, and fuch other Artifls. as 
have relation to Thefe j Which 
Advantages are very confiderahl©; 
not fo much from the Knowledge 
of Hands, and how to diflinguifh 
Copies from Originals ; (tho 5 that is 
Something) but to know accurately 
to difeover the Beauties, and De- 
feds of a Pidure, or Drawing they 
muft readily acknowledge will not 
a little contribute to their own Im- 
provement in their Art :: This .how- 
ever not being propet to W infilled 
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OnHere 1 profecude it no farther* 
but leave it to be lerioufly cmxh- 
tiered by thofe Concern’d. 

'To be a Cowmffeur is to have; an 
Accomplishment which tho”tis not 
Yet reckon’d amongft thole Abso- 
lutely neceflary to a Gentleman ; 
he that poffeiTes it is always Re- 
Spc&ed, and Efteem’d upon that Ac- 
count. : 

And if it be confider’d what Qua- 
lifications a good Connoijfeur muft 
-'neceflarily have it will be found it 
cannot be otherwife. What Beauti- 
ful ideas! Clearly Conceiv’d, Strong- 
ly Retain’d, and Artfully Manag’d! 
What a Solid, and UnbiaSs’d Judg- 
•ment! What a Fund of Hiftoricai, 
Poetical, and Theological Science 
tnuft He have* and cannot fail by 
perpetually converging with Good 
Pidjures, and Drawings always to 
improve, and Increafe! 1 will not 
go on to multiply particulars : He 
that has Thefe in any Tolerable 
r «• \ E e i Degree 
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Degree will be allow’d to have an 
Accompli foment which all Gentle- 
men Ought ‘to have $ and will be 
?Efteem’d accordingly. 
r, ( When the Roman Power was 
broken, and diflipated; and Arts, 
Empire, and Common Honefty were 
fucceeded by Ignorance, Superfti- 
tion,and Pried- Craft, theDiflionour 
of HumaneNature was Com pleated; 
for ’twas Begun long before in 
Greece, and Afia. In thele Mift- 
rable times, and for Ages after- 
wards, God knows there was no 
Connotjfeurs ! to Write, and Read 
was Then an Accomplilhment for 
* a Prince to value himfelf upon. As 
the Species began to Recover them- 
felves, and to gain more Strength, 
Literature, and Painting alfo lifted 
up their heads ; but however not E- 
*qually; That Degree of Vigour 
that ferv’d to produce a Dante l in 
] Writing, could rife no higher than 
z G lotto in Painting.. , i ouirn 7/ 
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m. Arts went on in this propoiaabh 
- jtill thd; Happy Age of Rafaelle, 
t which was productive of ieverai- ve- 
ry great Men in All kinds f &ntf 
Thefe parts of the World began to 
be Re-civiliz’d. v ■ >i : i 

ti". Our own Countrey 

An Old , and Haughty Nation , Proud in Arms 

•Milton. 

Shook off its Gothtck Ruft, and be- 
/ gan early to Imitate its Neigh- 
“ hours inPolitenefs,- in which it has 
■ Already (for this Revolution was 
but about 200 Years ago) Equaled, 
'if not gone Beyond the reft in a 
? great many Inftances : If we go on 
the time will come when it fhall 
be as difhonourable for a Gentle- 
man not to be a Conyiotjfeur^ as Now 
* ’tis not to be Able to read any o- 
ther than his Own Language,- or 
mot to fee the Beauties of a Good 
i Author. 

Painting' is but another Sort of 
Writing, but like the Hieroglyphicks 
?nA anci- 
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anciently 5 tis a Chara&er not for 
the Vulgar : To read it, is not only 
to know that ’tis fuch a Story, or 
fuch a Man, but to fee the Beau- 
ties of the Thought, and Pencil of 
the Colouring, and Composition $ 
the Expreflion, -Grace, and Great- 
nefs that is to be found in it : and 
not to be able to do This is a Sort 
of Illiterature, and Unpolitenefs. - 

And accordingly in Conversati- 
on (when as it frequently does) it 
turns upon Painting, a Gentleman 
that is a Cetmoiffeur is diftinguiflVd, 
as one that has Wit, and Learning 
is ; That being the Subject of Dif- 
courfe. 

On the contrary, Not to be a 
Comotjfeur on Such occaiions either 
Silences a Gentleman, and Hurts bis 
Chara<5fcer $ Or he makes a much 
•Woffe Figure in pretending to be 
what he is Not to thofe who fee 
his Ignorance. See ywt not (faid 
Apelles -to Megabyfes Prieft of Dut~ 
& ' na) 
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na) that the Boys that grind my Co- 
lours, who whilfi you are Silent look 
upon you with RefpeB becaufe of the 
Gold, andPurple of your Garments , no 
fooner hear you Talk, of what you Un- 
derfiand Not but they Laugh at you . 

~ Thole who are ConnoijJ'eurs have 
this farther Advantage- They will 
have no occafion to Ask, or Rely up- 
on the Judgment of Others,- They 
can Judge for Themfelves. 

Thole who Are Connoiffeurs • I 
jrepeat it becaufe there are lome 
who fancy they are fo, and are 
Thought to be fo by others, who 
neverthelefs have no better Pretence 
to that Chara&er than a Superfti- 
xtious Bigot, or a Hypocrite has to 
true Piety. ’Tis an Oblervation (as I 
remember) of my Lord Bacon , tho* 
? tis no matter Who has faid it, if it 
be True, that a Little Philofophy 
makes a Man an Aiheifi • a Great 
deal a good Chrijhan : So a Little 
Comoijfmce fets a Man at a Great- 
U*' er. 
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f/ 

er diftance from the Advantages of 
a true Connoiffeur than if he had 
None • if by his too good Opinion 
of his Own Abilities, or the Pre- 
judices of his Friends, or Flattery 
of his Dependents he is perfuaded 
to ftopThere, imagining That Lit- 
tle is All. For fuch a one not on- 
ly is very apt to make himfelf the 
Subject of Ridicule to the Know- 
ing, whatever he may appear to 
the Ignorant; but befides he lies open 
to Thole whofe Bufinefs it is to 
Find out, and Profit themfelves of 
fiich Self-Sufficient, Abortive} Con- 
noijjeurs ; who will be fure to be- 
lieve themfelves a Match for Them 
who are their Superiours in this Cafe ; 
and confequently be Over-power’d 
by them ; whereas one that has no 
Opinion at all of his own Strength 
will keep himfelf out of Danger. 
Gentlemen muft take care therefore 
that they don’t fuppofe themfelves 
to be CorwoiJJeurs too Soon, and 

without 
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Without Principles, and Experience $ 
Efpeciallyif they undertake to Col- 
led:,- and pique themfelves of Hands* 
andOriginals. Tho’ if I may have 
the Honour to Advife in This Cafe 
they fhould begin with no other View 
than to have the Beft things; the 
reft will fall in in Time, and with 
Obfervation, and Care if they re- 
folve to beCompleat Connoiffeurs it* 
all Refpeds. 

At our firft coming into the 
World we are but in a low Degree 
even of Animal Life, growing up 
however to a more Perfect, one; 
and in a fort of Probationary State 
towards Rational Being; as when 
we arrive to That we are (as our 
Holy Religion teaches us) Candi- 
dates for a Glorious Immortality* * 

With Time our Strength increa- 
fes naturally, and we become more 
Confiderable Animals ; and by Ob- 
feryatiopj and Inftru&ion every one 
acquires 3 peryain Share of Art, and 

F f Science, 
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Science, partly lnfenfibly, and part- 
ly by direct Application ; in propor- 
tion to which we are advanc’d in the 

Rational State. 

; • • _■ • ■ u. . t 

To how Minute an Origin we owe 

Toung Ammon, Ca’far, and the great Nafl*au ! 

Garth. 

Homer, and Milton Once were not Divine^ 

The hand of Rafaelle could not draw a Line , 

And Lock) and Newton Once had 'Thoughts like 
Mine. 

But to what height foever’tis pof- 
fible for Humane Nature to arrive, 
and howloever Extenfive their Ca- 
pacity may be, Every Individual is 
a fort of Centaur , a mixt Creature * 
in (ome relpedts a Rational Being, 
in Others a mere Animal ,♦ like the 
Why m heal Picture Vafart fpeaks of 
at the end of the Life of Taddeo 
ZuccarOy and which he fays was then 
in the Collection of the Cardinal de 
Monte ,• in Some Views you might 
fee the Portrait of Hen. z. of France ,* 
In Others the fame Face* but Re- 

} vers’d, 
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vers’d, and in Others a Moon, and 
an Anagramatical Copy of Verles. 
Every Man Thus may be confider’d 
in Various Lights j In One, where he 
has fprung out the fartheft length 
from the Animal, into the Rational 
State } in Another, where he has 
made lels Advances; and Some 
where he remains juft where he was 
in his Infancy. 

For we have not Abilities of Bo- 
dy, and Mind, nor Time Efficient 
allotted to any one of us to make 
any Confiderable Progrels in Many 
Paths, and by much the greater num- 
ber ftop fhort without being Excel- 
lent in any one Art, or Science how 
Mean loever it be* 

Upon this Account it is that we 
are Excus’d if in Many Inftances we 
are Intirely Ignorant ; ’tis no Refle- 
ction upon us if we are mere Ani- 
mals in Some Views, and depend 
upon Other people; who alfo are 
F f 2 Low 
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Low Creatures in Some refpe&s, but 
^Joble Beings in regard to fujch At- 
tainments in which We are Defe- 
ftive, Herein They are ourSuperi- 
ours, our Guides, our Lords,- They 
are Rational Beings, and We not, 
or but in an Inferiour degree. Thus 
we are All dependent upon each o- 
ther to fupply our Single Imperfecti- 
on: But this is no otherwife an Ex- 
cufe than from the Neceffity of 
Things ; For ’tis Unworthy a Rati- 
onal Being to retain any of the Bruce 
which he can poffibly diveft him- 
felf of. 

As ’tis Dishonourable, So ’tis In- 
convenient to be in a State of De- 
pendence, and Pupillage: Our Con- 
dition approaches towards Perfecti- 
on in proportion as we have the Ne- 
ceffaries, and Ornaments of Life 
within our Selves, and need not to 
have recourfe to Foreign Atfiftance ; 
which cannot be had without part- 

; iD g 
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ing with fomethitig of our Owij 
judg’d to beE<Jutvaleht : Befidesj A- 
nother Man will rarely apply him- 
felf fo diligently to My Concerns as 
to His Own, Nor can I be AfTured 
of his Integrity in Any Cafe; In 
Some there is great reafon to Sufped 
it ; and in Some Others ’tis even Un- 
reafonable to exped Any Man will 
open himfelf entirely to me. 

’Tis true a Gentleman may be in 
fuch Circumftances as permit him 
not (confident with the Charader 
of a Wife Man) to apply himfelf to 
become a very good Connoijfeur: 
’Tis not to fuch as Thefe, but to 
Thofe many who have Teifure, and 
Opportunity, I have been taking the 
liberty humbly to recommend That 
Study : Such as Thefe however may 
think fit to Colled Pidures, or 
Drawings,- Thefe things have their 
Ufes, and Beauties evento thofe who 
fee them but Superficially, and Thefe 

Circum- 
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Circumftan ces may juftifie/fcch a one 
in Submitting to the Dire&iOfrj and 
Advice of Another upon the Beft 
Terms, and with as much Pruderice 
as he can $ as in Law, Phyfick, or 
any Other Cafe: But it muft be 
Own’d, That ’tis Better, ’tis more 
for Our Honour, and Intereft if as 
in all Other Cafes, lo in This we 
are Sufficiently Qualified to Judge 
for Our Selves. 

5 Tis the Glory of the Proteftant 
Church ; and efpecially of the 
Church of England , as being In^ 
dubitably the Head of the Re-* 
farmed Churches,* and fo upon 
That Acccount, as well as the Pu* 
rity, and Excellency ofitsDo&rines* 
and the Piety, and Learning of its 
Clergy (fo far as I am able to judge) 
the Beft National Church in the 
World: I fay ’tis the Glory of the 
Reformation that thereby Men are 
fet at liberty to judge for Them- 

felves 

a 
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Jelves^We are Thus a Body of 
Free-Metij not the Major part in 
5ubje<ftion to the reft. Here we are 
all Comto'tjj'eurs as we are Proteftants 
tho* (as it muft needs happen) Some 
are Abler Connoijftun than Others. 
And we have abundantly experi- 
enc’d the Advantages of This hnce 
we have Thus relum’d our Natural 
Rights as Rational Creatures. May 
the like Reformation be made, in 
a matter of much left Importance 
indeed, but conliderable enough to 
juftifie my Willies, and Endeavours ,• 
I mean in relation to Conmijfance : 
May every one of us in This Cale 
alfo be able to judge for our Selves, 
without Implicitly, and Tamely re- 
hgning our Underftandings to thole 
who Are Naturally our Equals, and 
the Advantages will be proportion- 
able. 

A Man that thinks Boldly, Free- 
ly, and Throughly 5 that ftands up- 
on 
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bn his Own Legs, and fees with 
his Own Eyes, has a Firmnefs, and 
Serenity of Mind which he that is 
Dependent upon Others has Not, 
or Cannot Reafonably have. Nor 
is he fo liable to be Impofed upon] 
Whereas Others are fubjebt to be 
driven about by the Breath of Men, 
which is always blowing Strongly 
from Every Point of the Coropals. 

1 If any one tells a true ConnotJJeur 
that fuch a Picture or Drawing of 
His is a Copy $ or not fo Good ; of of 
fo Good a Hand as He judges into! 
be : Or if Some fay One thing, and 
fome Another,* tho’ in times paft 
This might have given him much 
U neafinefs : Now, if he fees the I nrj 
conteftable Marks of an Original^ 
the Unqueftionable Chara< 5 teri flicks 
of the Hand,- and judges of it$ 
Goodnefs upon Principles which he 
fees to be fuch as may be rely’d on 5 
What is faid to the contrary diflurbs 

not 
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i*ofc Him; So if a Drawing* or Fi- 
gure be offered him as being of 
the Hand of the Divine Rafaelle $ 
if he is told there is Undoubted, 
or Infallible Tradition for its ha* 
ving been in the Arundell Collecti- 
on ; and bought by my Lord in /- 
taly ; blit not ’till he had had it 
confider’d by the Beft Judges there j 
and even Examin’d in the Acade- 
my of Painters at Rome , in which 
there might probably have been 
Some at That time old enough to 
have feen Thole that had leen Ra- 
faelle j Or as an Italian Writer in 
the Hyperbolical Style of that Na- 
tion fays had feen the Lord. Yet 
if This Judicious Connoijfsur lees in 
it nb Fine Thought, no Juft, nor 
Strong Exprefhon , no Truth of 
Drawing, no Good Cornpofition, 
Colouring, or Handling ; in Ihort 
neither Grace, nor Greacnels ,• but 
that on the contrary ’tis Evidently 

G g the 
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B9°ks.P^fuMd for .W. Chur^hjijIv. 

AnnotatiN'Toft. 2 vol: folio? 
vf u ~~ri" . lj ' " ■ Pifleratioi Batrum. Svo. j 0 ; , , 

. . ■■ DelPanarii. Svo. ,1 
~Mt! Reeved Apologies 2 vol.'frvo. . ' ( ' 1 
Dr. Wells’s Maps of ancient and prefent Geo- 
graphy, with a Book for the ufe of them. 

His Dionyfii Gr. & Lat. Svo. 

Mr. Talent’s Ghronolog. Tables. 

Dr Gibfon’s Anatomy. Svo. 

Bp. Burnet’s Sermons. Svo. 

Hiftoria Sacra. Svo. 
jEfop interlineary. Svo. 

Mr. Nelfon on Feafts and Falls. Svo. 

■ On the Sacrament. 1 2 mo. 

The fecond part of Weeks preparation. 

Dr. Bajill Kernel’s vol. of Sermons. Svo. 

Bp. Winne’s Abridgment of Mr. Lock’s fyfl'ay. 
Hind’s Hift. of Grece. Svo. 

Spelman and Reeve’s Trads. 

Dr. GeddeslAifcdl. Trads 3 vol. 810. 

Lucian’s Works 4 vol. Englifli. 

St. Evremevt’s Works 1 vol. Englifh. 

D’ Eflrade’s Memoirs 3 vol. 

A Companion for the Lord’s Day being a Sup- 
plement to Mr. Nelfon’s Feftivals. 

Mr. Lock’s Works 3 vol. folio. 

Didionarium Rufticum. Svo. 

Raius de Infedis. 4 to. 

Don Quixot per Motteux 4 vol. 1 2 mo. 

The Abridgment of Bp. Burnet’s Hiilory of the 
Reformation 3 vol in 1 into. 

Diodorus Siculus Hiilor. Library. 

Livy Hift. Engl. fbl. 

Booth’s Real Adions, 
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Eufebius Ecclefiafticai Diftory fol. 

Pm ks Body of Divinity ^ vOl. 8vo. 

A new Tranflation of Telemachus. iimo. 

A complete Body of Geography by Moll. fol. 
Drydens Plays 6 vol. nm o. 

Pujfendorjf 's Law of Nature, and Nations with 
Barbeyrach’s Notes, fol. Eng. 
i’ Eflranges JEfop a vol. 8 vo. 

Mr. Lock on the Epiftles. 4 to. 

Bp. Brcvmrigg s ScrmonS. fol. 

A Colle&ion of Voyages 4 vol. fed. 

Dr. Needham’s Hierocles. 
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